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8  ATTENTION  l 

ALL  YOU  F\LUAYCOV\K\UN\S‘Vb,SOaAU5T5/DRAVT 
RESiSTERb,  FEMINISTS,,  6AYS  AND  THE  Rest  of 
THE  SCUtA  OF  THE  EARTH;  YOU  KNOW  V1HO  YOU  ARE\ 

JEWS  Liber aes  intetacvae couples,  members 


OF  THE  PRESS, 
RADICALS  AND 
ARE  RUNNING  OUT 
ULTRA  RIGHTIST 
HAVE  FORMED 
Yl\LL  FOEEOVU  UP 
ACT  OF  BURNING 

Centers,  By 

To  you  A  HOST 
FINE  DEEDS 
ASSASiN  AT\HG 
AND  GAYS 
THE  NEAR  FUTURE' 
HOPE  of  ANY 
FOR  OUR  CAUSE  \S 
AND  VUE  EE  TRAINED 

Comprised  of 

VUE  YU \EL  USE  THE 
TECH(  STATE  OFTrtt 
URBAN  GUERILLA 
SPEClAvry.  VUE  HAVE 
YOU  yvvee  Come  to 

werewolves  y 


PPnOFESS'ONAE  students 
left  \sts,  you  aee 
oet\me!  our  new 
GROUP H  OE  TERRORISTS 

recently  and 
most  recent 
Gay  press 

BR'U&WS 
OF  OTHER. 
SUCH  AS 
LESBIANS 

yvvtruu 
GIVE  UP 

■'  RESISTANCE, 

A  UU'ST  ONE 
ARE  YU  E . 

V\ETNAN\  VETERANS 
LATEST  \N  H\GH- 
ART  YJEARClURy, 
TACTICS  ARE  CUR 
yua\tet>  too  Lons. 

RnqvU  USA  THE 


There  have  not  been  any  breakthroughs  yet  in  the  investigation  of 
the  July  7  arson  attack  that  destroyed  the  offices  of  GCN,  Fag 
Rag,  and  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  but  the  above  poster  has  been 
found  recently  adorning  the  walls  of  buildings  in  Harvard  Square, 
Cambridge  and  parts  of  Boston.  GCN  turned  over  one  of  the 
posters  to  an  investigator  from  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Alcohol, 
Tobacco  and  Firearms,  who  said  it  would  be  sent  to  a  laboratory 
for  analysis.  The  investigator  pointed  out  that  the  firearm  held  by 
the  werewolf  is  an  Israeli-made  Uzi  submachine  gun.  “Why 
would  somebody  who  hates  Jews  draw  an  Israeli  gun?”  he  asked. 


Methodists  Approve 
Bishop’s  Sanction 
Against  Gay  Minister 


Gays 


By  Jil  Clark 

PASADENA,  CA  —  Sanctions 
imposed  on  a  gay  Methodist 
minister  by  his  bishop  last  year 
were  recently  approved  by  minis¬ 
ters  in  the  region,  the  Pacific  and 
Southwest  Annual  Conference. 

Reverend  Morris  Floyd,  who 
now  directs  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community  Services  in  Minneap¬ 
olis,  was  put  on  involuntary  leave 
of  absence  last  September  by  the 
bishop  of  the  Pacific  Southwest 
Annual  Conference,  Jack  Tuell, 
when  Floyd  left  his  special  assign¬ 
ment  with  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  New  York  to  take  the 
Minneapolis  job. 

Tuell  and  members  of  his  cabi¬ 
net  have  stated  that  they  took  this 
action  because  Floyd  left  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  staff  without  per¬ 
mission.  However,  Floyd  main¬ 
tains  that  in  subsequent  meetings 
with  the  bishop  and  cabinet  mem¬ 
bers,  “It  became  clear  that  [my 
departure]  was  of  considerably  less 
importance  than  the  fact  that  I  am 
gay.” 

“If  the  bishop  and  cabinet 
believed  I  had  committed  some 
chargeable  offense,  they  ought  to 
be  straightforward  about  that  and 
proceed  on  that  basis,”  said 
Floyd,  the  spokesperson  for 
Affirmation,  a  caucus  of  Metho¬ 
dist  lesbians,  gay  men  and  their 


Ogunquit  Bars  Threatened 

in  Resort  Town 
Seek  Better  Relations 
With  Straight  Community 


By  Christine  Madsen 

OGUNQUIT,  ME  —  Ogunquit 
is  not  a  Provincetown  North,  and 
nobody  —  including  the  gay  busi¬ 
ness  owners  —  wants  it  to  be.  But 
even  the  low-key  gay  tourists  here 
bother  some  of  the  straight  resi¬ 
dents  to  the  point  that  they  are  us¬ 
ing  small-town  politics  to  try  to 
discourage  the  gay  businesses. 

Yet  the  business  owners  remain 
enthusiastic  about  this  tiny  Maine 
coastal  town  and  its  near-perfect 
beach.  “If  we  thought  there  was  a 
problem,  we’d  be  the  first  to  tell 
the  gay  communities  in  other  cit¬ 
ies,”  says  Harold  Feldberg,  the 
owner  of  The  Club,  a  gay  men’s 


bar. 

Feldberg’s  bar  is  one  that  has 
had  trouble  this  summer,  for  the 
first  time  since  it  opened  three 
seasons  ago.  Its  license  and  that  of 
Crossroads  (formerly  Annabel’s) 
are  currently  on  probation,  fol¬ 
lowing  noise  complaints  from 
neighbors.  Both  bars  have  been 
soundproofed  further  and  there 
have  been  no  more  complaints. 
The  probation  period  will  be  over 
in  a  few  weeks. 

The  complaints  came  from 
members  of  a  group  called  Integ¬ 
rity  for  Ogunquit,  which  claims  it 
is  trying  to  protect  Ogunquit  from 
becoming  “honky  tonk,”  accord¬ 


ing  to  Graham  Cookson,  owner  of 
the  Ogunquit  Square  Theater.  He 
claims  the  group  doesn’t  want  to 
get  rid  of  gays,  but  “any  element 
that  becomes  boorish.”  To  that 
end,  the  group  is  pressuring  town 
officials  to  enforce  strictly  the  var¬ 
ious  noise,  liquor,  overcrowding 
and  construction  ordinances. 

But  that  enforcement  appears  to 
be  directed  mostly  at  gay  busi¬ 
nesses.  Police  are  in  The  Club, 
Crossroads  and  The  Front  Porch, 
a  piano  bar,  checking  for  minors 
and  crowd  size,  “every  night,” 
report  their  owners.  Noise  com¬ 
plaints  against  two  straight  bars 
continued  on  page  3 


supporters.  “What  seems  to  be 
happening  in  the  church  rather 
consistently  is  an  attempt  to  mar¬ 
ginalize  openly  gay  and  lesbian 
clergy  without  ever  saying  that  is 
the  issue,  and  using  procedural 
mechanisms  to  do  that.” 

Bishop  Tuell  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment. 

Reverend  Cornish  Rogers,  chair 
of  the  Pacific  and  Southwest 
region’s  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  which  seconded  the 
bishop’s  action  last  fall,  com¬ 
mented,  “In  the  cabinet’s  view, 
the  [leave  of  absence]  was  the  more 
compassionate  thing  to  do  rather 
than  to  suspend  him.” 

Rogers,  a  faculty  member  at 
Clarement  School  of  Theology,  a 
United  Methodist  seminary,  said 
one  quarter  of  those  attending  the 
June  conference  opposed  the 
bishop’s  action. 

Regarding  Floyd’s  charge  that 
the  bishop’s  actions  are  prompted 
by  homophobia,  Rogers  said, 
“My  suspicion  is  that  underlying 
the  stated  reason  [for  placing 
Floyd  on  leave]  is  this  other  issue. 
Although  the  issue  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  was  never  raised  by  the  cabinet 
in  their  decision  ...  the  fact  that 
[in  a  later  session]  they  approved  a 
proposal  to  do  a  study  of  homo¬ 
phobia  says  to  me  that  homo¬ 
phobia  was  somehow  involved.” 

Floyd  said  he  wrote  to  Tuell 
requesting  the  change  of  his 
assignment  on  June  23,  1981, 
emphasizing  that  he  needed  to 
start  at  the  new  job  on  August  15. 

Floyd  said  that,  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  no  response  from  the 
bishop,  he  made  several  attempts 
to  reach  him.  “When  he  had  not 
said  yea  or  nay,  I  moved,”  said 
Floyd.  Tuell’s  negative  response, 
dated  September  1,  arrived  three 
weeks  after  Floyd  had  moved. 

“I  requested  an  opportunity  to 
talk  with  him  about  it  and  flew  to 
California  late  in  September,” 
Floyd  said.  “We  spent  about  two 
hours,  much  of  which  was  spent  in 
his  telling  me  why  he  did  not  think 
he  could  make  an  appointment  to 
the  kind  of  organization  that  I 
worked  for.  However,  he  did  say 
he  was  open  to  being  convinced 
and  suggested  we  talk  about  some 
kind  of  further  discussions  and 
education.” 

Floyd  returned  to  California 
after  learning  the  cabinet  and 


Board  of  Ministry  had  voted  to 
place  him  on  leave  of  absence  as  a 
temporary  measure  until  the  con¬ 
ference  met  in  June.  “The  discus¬ 
sions  all  had  to  do  with  whether  or 
not  it  was  okay  to  appoint  a  gay 
minister  and  to  appoint  someone 
to  an  organization  that  provides 
services  to  gay  and  lesbian  per¬ 
sons,”  Floyd  said. 

At  the  June  convention,  when 
debate  about  the  bishop’s  action 
appeared  to  be  growing  into  a  sub¬ 
stantial  discussion  about  the 
appointment  of  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians  to  the  ministry,  a  motion  was 
made  to  approve  this  year’s  list  of 
ministerial  appointments  and  hold 
a  separate  executive  session  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  matter  of  Floyd’s  invol¬ 
untary  leave  and  non-appoint¬ 
ment. 

At  this  special  session,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rogers,  “We  anticipated  a 
lot  of  discussion  and  we  had  no 
discussion  at  all.  In  five  minutes  it 
was  done.  The  bishop  didn’t  rail¬ 
road  it.  He  said,  ‘Anybody  want  to 
say  something?’  We  were  waiting 
for  somebody  from  the  gay  caucus 
to  start  the  discussion;  everybody 
just  looked  at  each  other.” 

“What  gay  caucus?”  asked 
Floyd  in  response  to  Roger’s  com¬ 
ment.  “There  was  no  gay  caucus. 
Just  a  group  of  people  who  had 
promised  me  that  they  would 
make  strong  statements  on  my 
behalf.  But  I  understand  why  they 
remained  silent.  They  were  too 
frightened.  The  bishop  has  the 
ability  to  impact  on  their  careers.” 

Rogers  told  GCN  that  he  ex¬ 
pects  the  region’s  policy  regarding 
homosexual  ministers  will  be 
establishd  at  next  summer’s  con¬ 
ference,  “and  I’m  almost  sure  the 
conference  will  not  make  any 
sweeping  theories  that  homosex-' 
uality  is  incompatible  with  the 
ministry.” 

Floyd  said,  “The  leave  of 
absence  must  be  reviewed  each 
year  and  1  plan  to  raise  the  ques¬ 
tion  each  year  until  it  is  resolved.  I 
don’t  intend  to  go  away.” 

Floyd  added,  “Placing  me  on 
leave  of  absence  is  a  way  of  avoid¬ 
ing  or  postponing  dealing  with  the 
issue  ...  If  the  bishop  believes  I 
ought  not  to  be  a  minister  because 
I’m  gay,  I  would  prefer  that  he 
take  that  action  rather  than  this 
leave  of  absence.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


A  Social  Disease:  State  Money,  Gay  Health 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  During  Fiscal  year  1980-81, 
nearly  50,000  Massachusetts  residents,  half 
of  them  in  the  Boston  area,  took  advantage 
of  a  state  law  providing  free  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  venereal  diseases  for  anyone 
who  walks  into  one  of  21  hospitals  with  VD 
clinics  funded  by  the  Massachusetts  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  (MDPH). 

Another  6,000  Massachusetts  residents 
paid  $20  apiece  for  VD  screening  at  Bos- 


because  we’re  giving  people  better  care.” 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  one 
of  70  community  health  centers  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  is  an  independent,  non-profit 
organization  offering  comprehensive  med¬ 
ical  care.  Health  center  policy  is  made  by  a 
board  of  directors  elected  from  the  patient 
population  and  the  surrounding  com¬ 
munity. 

“Most  neighborhood  health  centers  have 
consumer  boards  of  directors,”  explains 


Over  70  percent  of  Fenway’s  patients 
identify  themselves  as  gay.  That  percentage 
reflects  an  unusually  large  proportion  of 
openly  gay  board  members  and  staff.  With 


the  state,  more  VD  business  than  19  of  last 
year’s  21  state-funded  clinics.  Deane  thinks 
Fenway  deserves  some  of  that  funding  for 
its  efforts  to  curb  VD,  and  State  Senator  Bill 


Fenway's  Sally  Deane:  “ It's  been  long  established  that  a 
gay  person  will  talk  about  their  sexual  contacts  much 
more  readily  to  another  gay  person  than  to  a  straight 
nurse  from  the  state.  " 

ton’s  Fenway  Community  Health  Center.  Deane.  “Most  hospitals  have  corporate 
Those  with  positive  tests  paid  additional  doctor  boards  of  directors.  If  the  people 
money  to  Fenway  for  treatment  and  drugs,  who  use  health  centers  hire  the  manage- 
“Why  do  people  pay?”  asks  Fenway  ment,  then  the  policies  are  going  to  be  more 
executive  director  Sally  Deane.  “We  think  tailored  to  the  users.” 


MDPH's  Nurse  Elizabeth  Davis:  ‘7  don't  think  sex  or 
sexual  preference  should  make  a  difference  in  the  ability 
to  provide  good  care  ...  If  some  people  are  so  tense 
about  their  sexuality  that  they  feel  the  need  to  go  to  a  gay 
clinic,  then  they  should  go  there.  " 


such  a  substantial  gay  clientele,  it  should 
come  as  no  surprise  that  much  of  Fenway’s 
business  is  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
venereal  diseases.  In  fact,  65  percent  of  all 
patient  visits  to  the  health  center  are  for  VD 
screening  or  treatment.  And  last  year, 
Deane  says,  Fenway  saw  half  of  the  syphilis 
cases  reported  in  Massachusetts. 

All  those  VD  visits  add  up  to  give  Fenway 
the  third  largest  volume  of  VD  screenings  in 


Owens  (R-Boston)  agrees.  A  July  22  letter 
from  Owens  to  MDPH  Commissioner  Dr. 
Alfred  L.  Frechette  demanded  to  know  why 
Fenway  has  been  excluded  from  the  state 
VD  program.  Owens  also  notified  Frechette 
that  he  had  asked  Attorney  General  Francis 
X.  Bellotti  to  investigate  the  matter. 

Frechette’s  reply  to  Owens,  dated  July  27, 
was  emphatic.  “Apparently  you  may  have 
continued  on  page  8 
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News  Notes 


non-olympics 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  judge  has  issued  an  in¬ 
junction  to  prohibit  the  use  of  the  word  “Olympic”  in 
connection  with  the  games  lesbians  and  gay  men  will 
participate  in  here  beginning  August  29. 

According  the  the  New  York  Times,  Judge  Robert 
Peckham  of  the  Federal  District  Court  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  said  on  August  20  that  although  the  goals  of  the 
games  are  laudable,  the  actions  of  the  organizers 
“tend  to  cause  confusion  and  mistakes  and  tend  to 
suggest  falsely  a  connection  between  their  athletic 
games  and  those  of  the  United  States  Olympic  Com¬ 
mittee.” 

The  Olympic  Committee  had  sought  the  injunc¬ 
tion  against  the  gay  athletes  despite  the  unchal¬ 
lenged  use  of  the  word  to  describe  such  events  as  the 
Rat  Olympics  of  Sacramento  and  the  Armenian  Olym¬ 
pics  of  Hayward,  California. 

Dr.  Tom  Waddell,  organizer  of  the  games  that  will 
now  be  referred  to  simply  as  the  “Gay  Games,”  said  in 
a  letter  to  participants  dated  August  28,  “This  [injunc¬ 
tion]  has  roused  great  indignation  in  the  city  [of  San 
Francisco]  and  we  hope  the  order  will  soon  be  lifted.” 

Organizers  expect  about  1300  participants  from 
12  countries,  including  Canada,  France  and  West  Ger¬ 
many,  for  the  nine-day  series  of  17  events.  Waddell  is 
quoted  in  the  Times  as  saying  potential  competitors 
from  Brazil,  Mexico,  Morocco  and  other  countries 
declined  invitations  out  of  fear  that  their  sexual  pref¬ 
erence  would  be  disclosed  in  their  home  countries. 

(See  feature  article,  this  issue.) 


liaison  letter 

BOSTON  —  Brian  McNaught,  liaison  between 
Boston  Mayor  Kevin  White  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  has  announced  in  an  open  letter  to  the 
community  the  formation  of  an  ad  hoc  committee  on 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome  (AIDS). 

The  purpose  of  the  committee,  McNaught  says, 
is  to  coordinate  statewide  resources,  educate  the 
public,  the  media  and  healthcare  workers,  address  the 
psycho-social  issues  involved  and  organize  fundrais¬ 
ing  for  research.  The  committee  will  cooperate  with 
federal  and  state  officials  concerned  with  AIDS. 

In  addition,  a  hotline  has  been  set  up  to  provide 
information  and  to  control  rumors  about  AIDS.  Estab¬ 
lished  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Boston  Health  and 
Hospitals  Department,  the  hotline  will  operate  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  from  9:00  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  The 
number  is  (617)  424-5916. 

McNaught  also  announced  the  formation  of  a 
committee  to  plan  educational  outreach  to  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  Penal  Department.  Educating  guards  and 
social  workers,  McNaught’s  letter  says,  will' help 
eliminate  problems  such  as  a  recent  incident  involv¬ 
ing  a  pre-operative  transsexual. 

McNaught  announced  that  the  mayor  has  issued 
a  proclamation  declaring  the  week  of  August  28 
through  September  5  as  Gay  Games  Week.  The  proc¬ 
lamation  will  be  carried  to  the  games  in  San  Francisco 
by  the  72  athletes  from  Boston  who  will  participate. 


god-given  massacre 

WASHINGTON  —  Officials  of  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  have  been  frustrated  in  their  attempts  to  supply 
aid  to  the  military  regime  of  Guatemala  because  the 
Guatemalan  generals  apparently  prefer  the  millions  of 
dollars  being  offered  to  them  by  the  U.S.  fundamental¬ 
ist  Christians. 

Mesoamerica,  a  publication  of  the  Institute  for 
Central  American  Studies,  quotes  the  New  York 
Times  as  saying  that  the  Guatemalan  president,  Gen¬ 
eral  Efrain  Rios  Montt,  himself  a  fundamentalist 
Christian,  has  claimed  that  Pat  Robertson,  president 
of  the  right-wing  homophobic  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network  of  Virginia  Beach,  has  offered  to  send  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  more  than  one  billion  dollars  with  no 
strings  attached. 

Rios  Montt  reportedly  insists  that  Guatemala 
does  not  need  military  or  economic  help  from  the  U.S. 
government  and  Colonel  Francisco  Gordillo  has 
reportedly  said,  “If  the  aid  from  the  United  States  is 
conditioned,  it  will  be  rejected.” 

But  the  generals  seem  to  be  safeguarding  the 
possibilityof  suchaidin  the  future.  Private  groups  of 
Guatemalan  and  U.S.  businessmen  with  intimate  ties 
to  the  regime  lobby  actively  in  Washington  for  repeal 
of  congressional  restrictions  on  military  aid  to  Guate¬ 
mala. 

Robertson  told  the  Times  that  his  network,  which 
reportedly  receives  $70  million  a  year  in  revenue, 
would  send  a  small  team  of  medical  and  agricultural 
experts  to  Guatemala  in  June. 

-Rios  Montt,  who  was  installed  as  president  in  a 
coup  last  March,  declared  a  state  of  siege  on  July  1  to 
escalate  his  war  against  political  opponents. 

According  to  Mesoamerica,  since  the  coup  more 
than  5,000  have  been  murdered  by  government  forces 
in  their  war  against  dissidents. 

Mesoamerica  quotes  Rios  Montt  as  saying  the 
state  of  siege  is  “a  God-given  opportunity  to  find  peace.” 


off  our  backs/EI  Diario 


not  an  object 

LIMA,  Peru  —  Police  beat  and  arreste'd  feminists 
demonstrating  against  the  Miss  Universe  pageant 
held  here  in  late  July.  \ 

In  an  article  translated  and  summarized  in  off  our 
backs,  El  Diario  of  Lima  reports  that  the  attack  by 
about  ten  policemen  occurred  during  the  second 
encounter  between  demonstrators  and  a  parade  of 
pageant  candidates  through  the  streets  of  the  city. 
Police  assaulted  the*  demonstrators  with  clubs  and 
knocked  several  of  them  to  the  ground,  continuing  to 
kick  and  beat  them. 

The  women  held  the  ten  policemen  at  bay  for 
some  time  after  their  attempt  to  arrest  two  of  them. 
The  police  finally  succeeded  only  after  a  second 
group  of  over  40  civil  guards  came  to  their  aid. 

Two  teenaged  women  in  the  demonstration  were 
seriously  injured  and  were  taken  to  a  clinic. 

The  demonstrators  carried  signs  reading  “Beau¬ 
ty  contests  don’t  hide  poverty”  and  “Whether  she  is 
ugly  or  beautiful,  a  woman  is  not  an  object.”  One  of 
their  leaflets  read,  “Miss  Universe  Inc.  and  Panameri- 
cana  Television  are  united  in  the  sale  of  an  accidental- 
marginated-docile-imported-consumistand  happy  im¬ 
age  of  women.  The  people  and  women  say: 
ENOUGH!” 


back  in  class 

LONG  BEACH,  CA  —  Officials  at  California  State 
University  here  have  decided  to  reinstate  an  instruc¬ 
tor  they  suspended  from  teaching  when  fundamental¬ 
ist  students  charged  that  she  promoted  lesbianism  in 
her  women’s  studies  course. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  reports  that  the  univer¬ 
sity  changed  its  decision  to  suspend  Betty  Brooks 
after  she  agreed  to  meet  with  a  university  dean  for 
counseling  about  her  teaching  methods. 

Brooks  was  suspended  from  teaching  on  June  9 
after  state  Senator  Ollie  Sperow  of  Long  Beach  pre¬ 
sented  the  university  with  claims  from  three  former 
students  that  in  a  class  on  women’s  sexuality  Brooks 
had  shown  a  slide  of  her  own  genitals,  had  had  a  visi¬ 
tor  to  the  classroom  undress  to  demonstrate  gyneco¬ 
logical  self-examination  and  had  told  women  stu¬ 
dents  to  imagine  having  sex  with  other  women. 

Brooks  later  said  she  had  at  one  time  used  a  slide 
of  her  own  genitals  because  such  slides  were  not 
available  from  educational  institutions  at  the  time. 
She  pointed  out  that  demonstrations  of  self-examina¬ 
tion  techniques  had  been  upheld  as  academically 
sound  when  they  were  included  in  another  course  at 
the  university.  But  Brooks  “categorically  denied”  urg¬ 
ing  her  students  to  have  lesbian  fantasies. 

Susan  McGreivy,  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  attorney  representing  Brooks,  praised  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  handling  of  the  matter  in  general  but  said 
officials  had  reacted  improperly  to  hysteria  generated 
by  the  three  fundamentalists  when  they  suspended 
Brooks  in  the  first  place. 


suspiciously  similar 

HONOLULU  —  Two  men  have  been  killed  by 
strangulation  in  a  gay  bath  house  here  during  the  past 
year  and  a  third  died  of  unknown  causes. 

The  body  of  a  46-year-old  man  who  was  visiting 
friends  in  Honolulu  at  the  time  was  found  in  a  private 
booth  at  the  Steam  Works,  the  Honolulu  Advertizer 
reports.  The  Advertizer  quotes  a  medical  examiner  as 
saying  the  case  is  “suspiciously  similar”  to  the  death 
in  August  1981  of  David  McKenzie,  the  Australian  rep¬ 
resentative  to  the  International  Olympic  Committee, 
who  was  vacationing  in  Hawaii  at  the  time. 

No  cause  of  death  has  been  determined  in  the 
case  of  a  third  man  who  collapsed  in  the  club’s  wait¬ 
ing  room  in  July  of  last  year. 


self-protection 

BOSTON  —  The  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  of  this  city  will  soon  become  the  only  com¬ 
munity  health  center  in  the  state  and  one  of  a  limited 
number  of  medical  facilities  to  distribute  the  recently 
developed  vaccine  against  Hepatitis  B. 

Hepatitis  B,  a  serious  disease  involving  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  liver,  is  transmitted  through  contact 
with  an  infected  person’s  stool,  saliva,  blood  or 
semen.  Studies  show  that  45  percent  of  gay  men  have 
had  the  disease  in  their  lifetime  and  the  vaccine 
against  it  was  developed  largely  through  the  coopera¬ 
tion  of  gay  men. 

Fenway  faces  difficulties  in  achieving  its  goal  of 
vaccinating  everyone  who  risks  contracting  the  dis¬ 
ease.  Since  it  has  only  recently  become  available, 
supplies  of  the  vaccine  are  limited  and  the  demand  is 
great.  In  addition,  the  exclusive  manufacturer,  Merck, 
Sharpe  and  Dohme,  requires  that  the  vaccine  be  paid 
for  in  advance  of  delivery. 

The  total  cost  of  vaccination  at  Fenway  will  be 
$238  per  person.  The  cost  is  not  covered  by  public  or 
private  insurance  policies. 

The  personnel  at  Fenway  have  developed  a  com¬ 
plete  program  of  vaccination  involving  education 
about  the  disease  and  about  the  vaccine  and  screen¬ 
ing  to  eliminate  persons  who  have  already  developed 
a  resistance  or  who  presently  have  the  disease  or  are 
carriers. 

Since  Fenway  has  used  its  entire  cash  assets  to 
purchase  a  supply  of  the  vaccine,  payment  in  advance 
is  required.  The  cost  of  the  initial  screening  visit, 
including  three  blood  tests,  is  $75.  For  those  qualified 
to  receive  the  vaccine,  the  first  vaccination,  which 
must  be  performed  within  15  days  of  the  screening, 
costs  $115.  The  two  subsequent  vaccinations,  one 
month  and  five  months  later,  will  cost  $13  each.  The 
final  visit,  which  is  for  tests  and  comes  a  month  after 
the  last  vaccination,  will  cost  $23. 

A  number  of  fundraising  events  have  been 
planned  to  help  persons  who  cannot  pay  the  full  cost 
of  the  vaccination  program,  the  first  of  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Metro  in  Boston  on  Sunday,  September  5. 

A  special  daily  call-in  hour  with  a  separate  tele¬ 
phone  line  will  be  set  up  at  Fenway  to  handle  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  program.  Watch  GCN  for  the  time 
and  telephone  number. 


distorted  priority 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Gay  Rights  National  Lob¬ 
by  (GRNL)  and  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  have  issued  a  joint  statement  to  clarify  what 
they  say  are  “serious  misunderstandings  and  mis¬ 
information”  circulating  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  about  the  effects  of  the  Family  Protection  Act 
(FPA). 

According  to  the  two  groups,  the  misunderstand¬ 
ing  results  from  differences  between  last  year’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  FPA  and  this  year’s.  While  the  earlier  ver¬ 
sion  prohibited  the  distribution  of  federal  funds  to  any 
individual  or  organization  which  presents  homosex¬ 
uality  as  an  acceptable  lifestyle,  this  year’s  version  of 
the  bill  would  not  affect  individuals. 

The  statement  reads,  “We  cannot,  in  good  con¬ 
science,  accuse  our  enemies  such  as  the  Moral  Major¬ 
ity  of  engaging  in  ‘big  lie  campaigns’  and  then  —  for 
our  own  legislative  or  fundraising  purposes  —  distort 
the  impact  of  a  piece  of  legislation.  Our  integrity  and 
credibility  are  too  important.” 

Steve  Endean  of  GRNL  is  quoted  in  the  state¬ 
ment  as  saying  that  although  the  FPA  is  still  a  "dan¬ 
gerous  bill”  which  his  organization  will  continue  to 
work  against,  it  has  virtually  no  chance  of  passage 
and  he  is  “increasingly  concerned  about  the  distorted 
priority  it  has  become  to  our  community.” 


director  search 

BOSTON  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  &  Defen¬ 
ders  (GLAD),  New  England’s  non-profit,  public  inter¬ 
est  gay  law  foundation,  is  accepting  applications  for 
the  position  of  executive  director. 

This  will  be  a  full-time,  paid  position  fora  non¬ 
attorney.  Responsibilities  will  include  coordination  of 
all  programs  as  well  as  fundraising,  public  relations 
and  office  work. 

Please  rush  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Executive 
Director  Search,  GLAD,  Suite  300,  Two  Park  Square, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


open  meeting 

BOSTON  —  The  recently  formed  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance  will  hold  its  opening  meet¬ 
ing  on  Monday,  September  20. 

The  meeting  will  include  presentations  about  the 
goals  and  structure  of  the  Alliance,  the  November 
elections  and  the  possibility  of  drafting  an  anti- 
discrimination  ordinance  for  Boston. 

All  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  invited  to  attend  the 
meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Room  222, 
U/Mass  Boston,  in  Park  Square  at  the  corner  of  Stuart 
and  Arlington  Streets. 

For  more  information,  call  (617)  247-3910  during 
the  evening. 
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Australian  State  Report  Backs  Gay  Movement 


By  Kendall  Lovett 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  In  population,  the  state  of  New 
South  Wales  is  the  largest  in  Australia.  From  existing  stud¬ 
ies,  it  seems  likely  that  at  least  ten  percent  of  the  population 
is  predominantly  or  exclusively  homosexual.  On  this  basis 
there  are  approximately  370, (XX)  adult  homosexuals  in 
NSW  and  at  least  one  million  in  Australia. 

Such  is  the  conservative  estimate  by  the  NSW  Anti- 
Discrimination  Board  (ADB),  which  does  not  include  those 
under  the  legal  voting  age  of  18.  The  Board  released  its 
long-awaited  report,  Discrimination  and  Homosexuality, 
on  July  5,  1982. 

Over  three  years  in  preparation,  its  release  came  as  a  fit¬ 
ting  climax  to  the  Stonewall  ’82  commemorative  activities 
in  Sydney.  It  was  also  the  last  report  issued  during  Paul 
Stein’s  three-year  term  as  the  Board’s  president.  The  new 
president,  announced  the  following  week,  is  Carmel  Niland 
from  the  Office  of  the  NSW  Counsellor  for  Equal 
Opportunity. 

I  was  at  the  press  conference  when  Stein  summarized  the 

“Our  research  revealed  that  unpro¬ 
voked  poofterbashing  attacks ,  par¬ 
ticularly  at  known  homosexual  beats , 
are  alarmingly  frequent .  ” 

hefty  652-page  report  for  the  benefit  of  the  media.  Without 
any  doubt,  it  is  the  most  comprehensive  and  thorough 
document  of  its  kind  ever  to  be  compiled. 

As  police  harassment,  public  attitudes,  prejudice  against 
us  in  employment  and  education  and  the  condemnation 
and  self-hate  fostered  by  church  and  family  were  being  offi¬ 
cially  detailed  and  denounced,  I  found.it  difficult  not  to 
cheer.  Using  terms  which  we  understand  so  well,  Stein 
stressed  some  of  the  worst  aspects  of  the  discrimination. 
“Our  research,”  he  said,  “revealed  that  unprovoked  poof¬ 
terbashing  attacks,  particularly  at  known  homosexual 
beats,  are  alarmingly  frequent.” 

He  went  on  to  state  that  the  Board’s  research  data  also 
refuted  some  popular  prejudices.  “It  shows  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  not  sick  or  in  need  of  therapy  or  cure,”  he 
emphasized,  “are  not  child  molesters  or  crusaders  who 
recruit  the  young;  are  not  a  public  menace  requiring  special 
police  surveillance.  Homosexuality  has  not  caused  a  sudden 
moral  decline  or  change  in  family  structure  in  countries  and 
states  where  it  has  been  decriminalized.” 

After  he  had  finished  summarizing  the  report,  he  looked 
around  and  offered  to  answer  any  questions  from  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  male  media  representatives.  Silence.  It  seemed 
to  me  that  they  were  hesitant  in  case  the  label  “poofter” 
was  applied  to  them  later  by  colleagues.  Eventually  a 
carefully  worded,  non-identifying  question  was  asked 
which  broke  the  ice.  On  the  whole  the  reaction  was  hardly 
controversial. 

The  media  response  in  Sydney  was  generally  extremely 
low-key  and  reports  on  television,  radio  and  in  the  print 
media  were  reasonable  and  accurate.  Neither  did  the  media 
go  rushing  off  for  sensational  comments  from  homophobic 
detractors.  In  fact,  only  the  Melbourne  Age  newspaper 
gave  any  prominence  to  comments  by  right-wing  anti-gay 
fundamentalists,  as  far  as  gay  activists  in  Sydney  are  aware. 

In  the  weeks  following  the  release,  no  spate  of  hysterical 
letters-to-the-editor  about  the  report  appeared  in  the  major 
Sydney  dailies.  This  could  have  had  something  to  do  with 
criticism  of  the  media  in  the  report.  “The  media,”  the 
report  states,  “does  not  consistently  treat  homosexuality 
and  issues  relating  to  homosexuals  in  a  fair  and  balanced 
manner.  Consequently  the  public  is  denied  important 
information  which  could  promote  an  understanding  of  the 
nature  of  issues  that  concern  homosexuals  or  is  presented 
with  negative  stereotypes  which  reinforce  prejudices.” 

In  the  chapter  headed  “The  Case  Against  Homosexual¬ 
ity,”  which  concerns  basically  “the  sin  of  it,”  the  Christian 
fundamentalists  have  their  arguments  torn  to  shreds. 
Here’s  just  one  conclusion  the  report  reaches:  “What  they 
see  as  God-ordained  patterns  of  family  life  are  in  fact 


peculiar  to  the  modern  epoch,  and  date  back  no  further 
than  the  eighteenth  century.  Both  they  and  gay  activists  dis¬ 
play  an  awareness  of  changing  historical  conditions  as  they 
are  manifested  in  changes  in  relationships  between  the  sexes 
and  patterns  of  child-bearing  and  rearing.  But  whereas  gay 
activists  welcome  the  changes  and  attempt  to  work  within 
an  analysis  of  historical  change,  the  fundamentalists  seek 
scapegoats  —  chiefly  feminists  and  male  homosexuals  —  to 
blame  for  what  they  regard  as  a  disintegration  of  the  God- 
given  social  order.” 

There  are  52  positive  recommendations  from  the  Board. 
Most  of  them  depend  on  a  smaller  number  of  major  recom¬ 
mendations.  The  first  of  these  major  ones  is:  “that  the 
Anti-Discrimination  Act  (1977)  be  amended  to  make  it  un¬ 
lawful  to  discriminate  on  the  ground  of  homosexuality  in 
the  areas  of  education, employment,accommodation, goods 
and  services,  and  registered  clubs.” 

The  second:  “that  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  the  NSW 
Crimes  Act  (1900)  be  amended  to  repeal  sections  79  to  81B 
insofar  as  they  relate  to  consensual  sexual  activity  between 
adult  males,  and  to  modify  other  sections  as  necessary,  in 
order  to  establish  statutory  equality  with  heterosexual 
offences,”  while  three  others  relating  to  police  harassment 
read:  “that  the  NSW  Commissioner  of  Police  direct  that 
police  officers  discontinue  blanket  surveillance  and  infor¬ 
mation-gathering  on  homosexual  men;  that  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Police  instruct  his  officers  not  to  maintain  surveil¬ 
lance  of  public  toilets  and  other  places  frequented  by 
homosexuals  except  on  receipt  of  a  substantiated  com¬ 
plaint;  that  the  Commissioner  of  Police  instruct  his  officers 
to  cease  the  use  of  decoys  and  entrapment  practices.” 

The  police  argue  that  male  homosexual  acts  mostly 
involve  the  consent  of  the  participants  and  hence  there  is  no 
victim  ready  to  report  the  offence  to  the  police.  Docu¬ 
mented  in  the  report  is  the  following:  “I  was  in  Rushcutters 
Bay  Park  walking  my  dog.  A  man  came  up  to  me  and 
started  a  conversation.  He  propositioned  me.  When  I  res¬ 
ponded  he  said  he  was  a  police  officer.  Later  he  said,  ‘I’m 
fed  up  with  poofters  like  you,  you  should  be  beaten  up.’ 
The  magistrate  ordered  me  to  see  a  psychiatrist.  He  told  me 
I  could  be  deported  if  I  committed  any  more  offences.  I  was 
given  a  two-year  good  behaviour  bond  and  a  fine.” 

A  public  meeting  held  on  Tuesday,  July  27,  called  by  the 
Homosexual  Law  Reform  Coalition  (HLRC),  agreed  to 
concentrate  on  these  specific  recommendations  to  spear¬ 
head  its  current  campaign.  At  the  meeting  it  became  ob¬ 
vious  that  if  the  government  is  to  implement  the  Board’s 
report,  strong  pressure  from  gays  themselves  will  be  essen¬ 
tial.  Accordingly,  as  a  matter  of  immediacy  it  was  agreed  to 
urge  gay  groups,  individuals  and  associations  to  demon¬ 
strate  actively  and  lobby  with  the  Coalition  for  homosexu¬ 
ality  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Anti-Discrimination  Act. 
The  HLRC  drew  attention  to  a  comprehensive  kit,  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Coalition  and  Gay  Rights  Lobby,  to  be  sent  to 
all  NSW  parliamentarians  and  available  to  those  who  need 
reliable  backup  in  their  individual  actions.  The  other  imme¬ 
diate  initiative  arising  out  of  the  meeting  and  coordinated 
by  the  Gay  Solidarity  Group  for  HLRC,  is  a  demonstration 
outside  parliament  on  August  26  when  the  House  resumes 
after  its  long  winter  recess. 

Lesbians  discovered  that  the  Board’s  report  isn’t  just 
about  male  homosexuals  nor  is  it  confined  to  discrimina¬ 
tion  practiced  against  gay  men.  It  very  ably  demonstrates 
how  discrimination  against  lesbians  is  just  as  blatant.  “A 
secretary  described  how  she  was  dismissed  after  there  had 
been  complaints  about  someone  annoying  women  in  the 
toilets  at  her  workplace.  A  co-worker  told  the  boss  she  was 
a  lesbian  and  he  accused  her  of  causing  the  trouble.  She 
denied  it  and  although  there  was  no  evidence  he  still  fired 
her.” 

Reports  in  themselves  do  not  produce  change  but  pres¬ 
sure  from  the  community  does.  John  Schwartzkoff  of  the 
HLRC  emphasized  the  importance  to  the  law  reform  cam¬ 
paign  in  NSW  of  such  an  extremely  useful  document  as  the 
ADB  report.  Other  Australian  states  with  equally  anti-gay 
laws  would  do  well  to  heed  its  findings,  too. 

In  the  next  session  of  the  NSW  Parliament  it  appears 
likely  that  the  functions  of  the  Anti-Discrimination  Board 


will  be  reviewed  following  the  Premier’s  about-face  on  his 
earlier  decision  to  disband  the  Board.  It  is  imperative  there¬ 
fore  that  gays  get  cracking. 

One  of  the  most  disturbing  facts  concerning  the  ADB 
report  is  its  restricted  distribution.  The  NSW  government 
printer  was  authorized  to  print  an  extremely  limited  num¬ 
ber  for  sale  at  $20  a  copy.  Already,  less  than  a  month  after 
its  release,  it  has  entered  the  “rare  book”  category.  Conse¬ 
quently,  very  few  members  of  parliament  will  get  one  and 
there  are  no  provisions  for  public  libraries  in  NSW  to 
receive  a  copy.  However,  the  Board  itself  was  able  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  copy  to  each  of  the  NSW  universities  but  the  tech¬ 
nical  and  advanced  education  institutions  and,  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  high  school  libraries  will  go  without.  So  it’s  again  up 
to  gays  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  the  government  to 
reprint. 

The  report  comes  down  heavily  on  prejudicial  attitudes 
in  education  and  employment.  Typical  of  the  very  many  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  no-win  situations  in  which  homosexual  teach¬ 
ers  often  find  themselves  is  this  one:  “A  woman  employed 
in  a  Catholic  school  had  kept  the  fact  that  she  was  a  lesbian 
a  secret  throughout  her  ten  years’  service  at  the  school. 
Without  notice  she  was  sacked  after  an  unknown  person 
informed  her  headmaster  that  they  suspected  she  was  a  les¬ 
bian.” 

According  to  the  report,  “Few  cases  of  discrimination 
against  lesbian  or  male  homosexual  teachers  have  received 
public  airing.  The  pressures  that  may  be  placed  on  homo¬ 
sexual  teachers  to  quietly  resign  their  jobs  rather  than  take 
a  firm  stand  probably  constitute  the  most  common  form  of 
discrimination.  Fighting  an  act  of  discrimination  also 
requires  a  considerable  degree  of  personal  strength  and  ex¬ 
ternal  support  and  so  the  decision  to  resign  often  seems  an 
easier  solution.” 

“A  teacher  resigned  in  1978  after  a  parent  found  out  that 
she  was  a  lesbian  and  informed  the  staff.  She  was  ostra¬ 
cized  by  the  staff,  subjected  to  anonymous  telephone  calls 
at  home  and  to  name-calling  in  the  playground.” 

In  the  survey  of  employers,  one  of  the  Board’s  research¬ 
ers  records  that  “one  employer  phoned  the  nursing  sister  in 
the  firm  and  asked,  ‘How  many  queers  have  we  got  here  at 
the  moment?’  She  said  she  knew  of  three  women  and  five 

“But  whereas  gay  activists  welcome 
the  changes  and  attempt  to  work 
within  an  analysis  of  historical 
change,  the  fundamentalists  seek 
scapegoats  —  chiefly  feminists  and 
male  homosexuals  —  to  blame  for 
what  they  regard  as  a  disintegration 
of  the  God-given  social  order.  ” 

men  and  suspected  a  few  more.” 

“One  manager  stated  that  someone  who  is  homosexual 
would  be  unsuitable  for  all  jobs  and  that  he  would  not 
knowingly  employ  one  in  his  company.” 

Other  comments  included:  “You  couldn’t  employ  a 
homosexual  as  a  cellarman  because  he  probably  couldn’t 
lift  loads”;  “Homosexuals  wouldn’t  make  good  field  staff 
because  they’d  have  difficulty  in  getting  on-side  with 
farmers  who  are  a  rough  old  lot”;  “It  would  make  things 
uncomfortable  and  there  would  be  hostility  as  the  drivers 
use  common  showers.” 

“We  have  an  obligation  to  protect  the  morals  of  our 
employees  in  the  plant.  You’d  hardly  put  a  lesbian  in 
charge  of  20-30  girls  in  the  typing  pool.  It  wouldn’t  be 
right.” 

“If  you  employed  homosexuals  in  instructing  apprentices 
you’d  leave  yourself  open  to  community  hostility.  A  known 
homosexual  would  be  seen  as  influencing  young  people.” 

Perhaps  the  most  incredible  statement  came  from  the 
personnel  officer  of  a  large  department  store.  He  would  not 
employ  lesbians  or  gays  in  clothing  sections  “because  the 
customers  might  be  placed  at  moral  risk.” 


Better  Relations 
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have  not  been  pursued.  The  mana¬ 
ger  of  another  straight  bar  says 
police  are  rarely  there;  it  was  this 
bar  that  allegedly  served  a  minor 
who  later  ran  his  car  into  a  utility 
pole. 

Police  Chief  William  P.  Han¬ 
cock  says  the  officers  have  orders 
to  check  every  bar  in  town.  “Some 
of  them  they  do,  some  of  them 
they  don’t.”  He  explains  that  the 
officers  concentrate  on  the  places 
that  are  busy  or  where  there  have 
been  problems  before. 

Feldberg  says  the  police  visits 
are  the  only  indication  the  average 
gay  visitor  would  have  that  there 
was  any  tension  in  town.  And  in  a 
sense,  the  visits  work  in  favor  of 
the  bars:  “Nobody  can  say  we’re 
doing  anything  that  we  shouldn’t 
be,”  says  Bernie  Gelber,  who  runs 
Crossroads.  The  police  are  witness 
to  that  every  visit.  He  does  not 
understand  why  police  continue  to 
check  his  bar,  since  they  have 


never  found  any  violations.  “If  it’s 
notreallyagay  issue,”  says  Gelber, 
“I  don’t  know  why  these  people 
[Integrity]  have  never  sat  down 
with  us  —  unless  they  were  looking 
for  an  excuse  to  force  gay  people 
out.” 

Gays  in  Ogunquit  are  nothing 
new.  Residents  have  long  accepted 
the  gay  people  in  the  artists’  com¬ 
munity.  What  is  new,  within  the 
last  twelve  years,  says  Front  Porch 
owner  John  Revere,  is  that  gays 
are  more  visible  now  and  they  are 
buying  property  and  running  suc¬ 
cessful  businesses. 

Gay  men  are  a  noticeable  part  of 
the  crowd,  on  the  streets  and 
beach,  along  with  family  groups, 
retired  people  and  the  many 
French  Canadians  who  travel  to 
Ogunquit.  Few  lesbians  vacation 
here,  it  seems. 

“It’s  the  mixture  here  which  is 
very  important,”  says  Revere.  The 
atmosphere  is  considerably  quieter 


than  Provincetown  or  Fire  Island 
and  that  is  how  he  and  many 
others  want  it.  Feldberg  cautions 
his  visitors  that  the  one  thing  sure 
to  get  them  in  trouble  is  public  sex. 
He  describes  Ogunquit  as  “quiet, 
laid  back,  do  your  own  thing 
behind  closed  doors.” 

There  is  little  trouble  on  the 
streets.  There  was  a  series  of  beat¬ 
ings  on  the  beach  two  summers 
ago  —  “punks,”  says  Chief  Han¬ 
cock  —  and  one  this  summer. 
Police  continue  to  patrol  the 
beach,  but  Hancock  credits  the  im¬ 
proved  situation  to  “cooperation 
from  the  gay  community.” 

But  there  are  those  who  want 
Ogunquit  quieter  still,  including 
some  gay  business  owners  who  evi¬ 
dently  feel  threatened  by  this 
latter-day  visibility. 

In  fact,  it  was  one  of  these  gay 
men,  the  owner  of  the  Lemon 
Tree,  who  touched  off  the  current 


trouble  when  he  discovered  an 
article  about  Ogunquit  in  a  gay 
male  skin  magazine  and  passed  it 
around  town.  Fearing  that  all 
manner  of  sleazy  creatures  would 
descend  on  their  town,  Integrity 
organized  and  began  filing  com¬ 
plaints  regularly.  The  five  town 
selectmen  bypassed  the  regular 
complaint  procedure  and  held  a 
hearing.  When  they  chose  not  to 
revoke  the  licenses  of  The  Club 
and  Crossroads  but  instead  put 
them  on  probation,  Integrity 
began  calling  for  them  to  resign. 

Suspicions  that  homophobia 
fueled  a  fire  which  destroyed  five 
businesses,  several  gay-owned, 
earlier  this  summer  have  not  been 
born  out.  A  more  recent  fire 
damaged  a  restaurant  owned  by 
Feldberg  and  his  lover,  Mark  Frey. 
Frey  doubts  that  that  one  was 
motivated  by  hatred  either. 

He  and  other  gay  business 
owners  who  are  eager  to  see  the 


gay  community  thrive  in  Ogunquit 
are  working  with  the  Ogunquit 
Business  Guild  to  better  relations 
with  straight  residents. 

“We’re  going  to  start  at  town 
hall  and  straighten  this  thing  out,” 
says  Revere.  He  wants  to  impress 
on  gay  critics  that  it  is  suicide  to 
the  town  structure  to  undermine 
business,  from  which  Ogunquit 
draws  most  of  its  tax  dollars,  more 
every  year  from  gay  businesses.  He 
also  talks  of  electing  a  gay 
selectman. 

In  addition,  guild  members  will 
be  offering  a  variety  of  events  and 
bargains  the  last  weekend  in  Sep¬ 
tember  in  an  effort  to  show  the  gay 
community  that  Ogunquit  is  safe, 
beautiful  and  eager  to  welcome 
them.  “We’ve  got  great  beaches, 
great  restaurants,  great  bars,” 
says  Feldberg. 

—  filed  from  Bostor 
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small  world 


The  axiom  “we  are  everything”  has  been 
evoked  again  and  again  as  we  receive  letters  from 
far  and  wide.  Not  only  are  we  everywhere,  we  are 
connected  —  through  an  amazing  set  of  news¬ 
letters,  newspapers,  and  personal  connections. 

*  Grief-stricken  over  the  fire  and  the  difficulties 
you’ve  experienced/are  experiencing  —  and  in¬ 
spired  by  the  way  so  many  friends  of  GCN  have 
rallied  to  assist  you. 

*  Word  of  your  unfortunate  fire  just  reached  us 
here  in  Tokyo.  Best  wishes  in  your  time  of 
rebuilding. 

*  It  is  with  great  sorrow  that  we  learned  of  the 
tragic  fire  and  with  great  pride  that  we’ve  watched 
your  great  strength,  fortitude  and  determination 
in  refusing  to  give  in.  It  is  with  equal  pride  that 
we’ve  seen  the  “community”  respond  to  even 
more  dire  circumstances  than  usual  and  some 
through  with  support  of  all  types. 

*  Thanks  for  the  outstanding  work  through  the 
years. 

*  I’m  very  impressed  and  delighted  with  the  way 
you  have  responded  to  something  that  might  have 
stopped  you  in  your  tracks.  GCN  is  very  impor¬ 
tant,  and  I’m  glad  you  all  have  the  spirit,  the 
energy,  and  the  faith  to  keep  on  publishing. 

*  I  take  pen  in  hand  to  express  my  appreciation 
for  the  outstanding  work  and  progress  that  GCN 
is  making  toward  disseminating  data  relevant  to 
the  cause  of  social  justice.  I  applaud  your  quick 
recovery  from  the  effect  of  ignorance,  which  was 
perpetrated  against  you  (the  fire).  It  is  time  for 
humanity  to  realize  we  will  not  acquiesce  to  the 
myopic  philiptine  attitudes  of  the  far  right 
(wrong)  and  we  are  prepared  to  pool  our 
resources  for  the  protracted  ideological  conflict 
ahead  and  that  together  we  are  indeed  a  formid¬ 
able  force  as  was  recently  displayed.  And  that 
struggle  will  culminate  in  victory! 

*  At  first,  I  was  afraid  that  because  of  the  fire, 
GCN  wouldn’t  be  publishing  anymore.  I  was 
wrong  and  I’m  glad.  GCN  is  a  great  newspaper, 
and  I’m  glad  I  was  introduced  to  it  some  eight 
months  ago  1  enjoyed  your  articles  on  Boston  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Asians,  Senior  Action  in  the  Gay 
Environment,  and  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youths.  I  especially  liked  the  article  on  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Asians.  Probably  because  I  am  proud  to 
be  a  Gay  Japanese  American. 

*  The  staff  here  at  the  New  York  Gay  Prisoner 
Support  Commission  are  deeply  shocked  to  hear 
of  your  loss.  Society  today  can  be  so  hateful  to 
destroy  our  community  as  well  as  our  lifestyle. 
Together  we  can  fight  this  oppression  and  live  the 
free  lives  we  all  enjoy.  We  enjoy  your  paper  very 
much,  especially  the  Prison  Project. 

*  We  are  impressed  and  excited  that  you’ve  kept 
your  issues  coming  to  our  mailbox.  We  felt  a  real 
sense  of  loss,  frustration,  and  anger  when  we 
heard  about  the  fire,  but  now  we  feel  a  sense  of 
pride  and  celebration  as  well  —  you  and  the  com¬ 
munity  which  has  rallied  to  support  you  have 
given  each  of  us  something  to  be  proud  of,  some¬ 
thing  to  rejoice  in. 

*  When  we  were  in  Europe  recently,  lesbians  we 
met  asked  what  life  was  like  in  Boston.  We  told 
them  about  the  community,  the  bars,  the  good, 
the  bad,  and  about  GCN,  our  weekly  paper.  A 
few  lesbians  asked  us  to  send  them  copies  of 
GCN.  When  we  got  back  and  found  out  about  the 
fire,  we  were  afraid  there  would  be  no  more 
copies  to  send.  We  were  wrong.  Our  friends  in 
Europe  will  be  getting  new  issues  soon,  and  they’ll 
probably  be  impressed.  We  know  we  are.  And 
we’re  proud  of  you,  too!  (P.S.  We’d  like  to  see 
more  coverage  of  events  relevant  to  the  Third 
World  Gay  Communities.) 

*  When  1  called  the  other  day  to  complain  about 
having  to  pay  postage-due  on  my  subscription  (I 
recently  moved),  someone  answered  after  many 
rings  apd  said  wearily,  “Things  are  kind  of  hectic 
around  here.”  I  thought  to  myself,  well,  half  the 
staff  is  probably  on  vacation  and  the  other  half  is 
enjoying  the  summer  weather,  and  what  can  I  ex¬ 
pect  from  a  community  group?  Today  I  received 
your  July  17th  issue  and  found  out  why  things  are 
kinda  hectic.  I’m  stunned,  outraged,  and 
bewildered.  Here’s  hoping  you  find  the  strength 
to  carry  on.  We  need  you. 


daring 


# 


“good  eggs” 
n’  bad 

Dear  GCN, 

Twice  this  summer,  letters  have  appeared  in 
GCN  attacking  local  gay  businesses:  first  my  own 
company  (Alyson  Publications),  then  Glad  Day 
Bookshop.  The  point  of  each  writer  seemed  to  be 
that  no  business  could  make  a  real  contribution  to 
the  community. 

The  stereotyping  behind  these  attacks  is 
remarkably  shortsighted.  Tax  laws  dictate  that  a 
business  is  either  officially  non-profit,  or  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  a  for-profit  undertaking.  But  to  start 
evaluating  organizations  on  that  basis  —  non¬ 
profits  go  into  the  “good  egg”  basket,  all  others 
get  thrown  out  —  is  too  simplistic. 

Non-profit  organizations  are  not  necessarily 
worthwhile;  there  are  non-profit  groups  that  pro¬ 
mote  racism  and  sexism.  Nor  are  non-profit 
organizations  always  unprofitable  in  any  but  the 
most  legal  sense;  there  are  executives  of  some  who 
earn  six-figure  salaries. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  business  that  is  officially 
for-profit  might  actually  be  supporting  progres¬ 
sive  causes;  and  it  might  not  be  meant  to  actually 
make  a  profit.  At  Alyson  Publications,  if  there 
are  profits  some  of  them  will  be  distributed 
through  a  profit-sharing  plan;  all  the  rest  will  be 
reinvested  in  the  business  so  that  we  can  keep  on 
publishing  new  books. 

In  short,  organizations  and  businesses  cannot 
be  sorted  as  simply  as  eggs.  They  need  to  be 
judged  on  the  basis  of  what  they  take  out  of  the 
community,  and  what  they  put  back  in.  The  good 
thing  is,  if  a  lesbian  or  gay  business  is  run  well, 
both  it  and  the  community  can  benefit  greatly 
from  its  existence. 

Sincerely, 

Sasha  Alyson 
Alyson  Publications 
Boston,  MA 


Dear  GCN, 

Congratulations  to  Lisa  Orlando  for  Daring. 
Her  ability  to  reflect  her  own  accomplished  free¬ 
dom  in  our  society’s  unaccomplished  freedom 
revealed  that,  though  daring  is  an  individual  ven¬ 
ture  of  the  growing  process,  we  can  also  help  each 
other.  I  know  she  revealed  to  me  some  of  my  own 
repression  and  at  the  same  time  showed  the  true 
meaning,  and  I  hope,  the  true  direction  of  today’s 
sexual  revolution  —  freedom. 

Sincerely, 

Ray  Tucker 
Boston,  MA 


common  history 

Dear  Friends  and  Co-Workers  in  Struggle: 

Thank  you  for  your  courage,  your  spirit  and 
your  sense  of  humor  in  the  face  of  such  devastat¬ 
ing  loss.  You  are  all  remarkable!  And  we  need 
you  more  than  ever  now  • 

Thanks  most  of  all  for  not  letting  the  bastards 
get  you  down! 

Love  and  Best  Wishes, 

Judith  Schwartz  for 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
New  York,  NY 


Typesetter/Writer 

GCN  is  hiring  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Typesetter/Writer. 
The  primary  responsibility 
is  to  produce  all  typesetting. 
Volume  of  work  will  vary 
^nd  writing  responsibilities 
will  vary  accordingly.  Low 
salary  and  medical  benefits. 
For  more  information,  call 
Cindy  at  426-4469. 


Design  Di 

Gay  Community  Hews  is  looking 
for  a  Design  Director.  Graphic 
arts  skiffs  necessary  as  well  as  a 
commitment  to  feminism  and 
social  change.  Low  salary  plus 
medical  benefits.  Address  in¬ 
quiries  to  Cindy  Patton,  GCN, 
P.O.  Box  971,  Boston,  MA  02103, 
or  call  426-4469. 


Join  the  GCN 


100 

50 

25 


soo 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  we  now  have  65  Sustainers  — 
that’s  only  35  away  from  our  1982  goal  of  100.  Consider  taking  us 
closer  to  our  goal  and  joining  the  "GCN  100.”  Our  new  Sustainers 
this  month  hail  from  such  diverse  places  as  New  York  City; 
Nashville;  San  Francisco;  Rockland,  Maine;  Traverse  City,  Missouri; 
Maumee,  Ohio;  and  Keene,  New  Hampshire;  to  say  nothing  of  the 
ten  new  Subscribers  in  the  Boston  area  (including  Cambridge, 
Somerville,  Jamaica  Plain,  Norwood,  Watertown,  Gloucester  and 
the  South  End). 

This  week  we  want  to  hear  especially  from  procrastinators  who 
have  been  putting  off  becoming  a  Sustainer  for  a  while,  enthusiastic 
softball  players,  and  Johnny  Mathis  fans! 


THE  GCN  SUSTAINER  PROGRAM 

□  YES,  I/We  would  like  to  become  a  GCN  sustainer  and  help  to 
build  a  Financially  Stronger  GCN. 

I/We  pledge  to  contribute 

□  $120  □  $180  □  $240 

□  $360  □  $420  □  $480 

□  $300  .  □  $540  □ _ 

The  number  of  installments  to  be  made  to  fullfill  this  pledge  is  . . . 

□  one  □  two  □  four 

name  _ _ 

address  _ , 

•  Please  enclose  first  installment  with  this  mailing. 

•  All  individual  sustainers  names  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential. 

•  If  the  sustainer  is  a  group  or  organization,  may  we  publish  your 
name  in  our  sustainer  newsletter?  □  yes  □  no. 

•  Your  comments  are  welcome;  please  enclose  with  this  coupon. 

Mail  to:  GCN  sustainers,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
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WE 

MIKE 


NEED 

DUKAKIS 


Both  as  a  legislator  and  in  his 
previous  term  as  Governor,  Mike 
Dukakis  supported  a  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights  bill.  We  believe  that  if  he 
is  elected  again  this  fall,  Dukakis  will 
do  more  for  the  people  of  Massachm 
setts  in  general,  and  for  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  specifically,  than 
any  other  candidate. 


First,  however,  he  must  win  a 
difficult  contest  against  Ed  King  this 
month  for  the  Democratic  nomina- 
tion.  We  urge  you  to  join  us  in 
voting  for  Mike  Dukakis  in  the 
Democratic  primary  on  September 
14th,  and  to  support  him  again  in 
November. 


Sasha  Alyson 

Iris  Cards 

Brian  Quinby 

Darrel  Anderson 

Lois  Johnson 

Lee  Ridgeway 

Jane  Andrews 

Martha  Jones 

Cindy  Rizzo 

Peter  Austin 

Rudy  Kikel 

Eric  Rofes 

Sheri  Barden 

John  V.  Lesko 

Jane  B.  Roy 

Cameron  Beck 

David  Lund 

Hugh  Adams  Russell 

Ralph  Bullowa 

Joe  Martin 

Architects,  Inc. 

Copy  Cellar 

Barbara  J.  Mathews 

Bill  Shawcross 

Liz  Diamond 

Vin  McCarthy 

Stephanie  St.  John 

Maxine  Feldman 

Tim  McFeeley 

Patricia  Staruch 

Frank  Freese 

Peter  McManus 

Steven  Tierney 

David  Gearhart 

David  Newton 

Nancy  Walker 

Ann  Heron 

Donnell  Patterson 

John  Ward 

Raymond  Hopkins 

David  Peterson 

Rev.  Robert  P.  Wheatly 

VOTE  FOR  MIKE  DUKAKIS 

PRIMARY  DAY,  SEPTEMBER  14 


This  ad  was  sponsored  independently  of  the  Dukakis  campaign  by  Sasha  Alyson,  62  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
Mass.  02116;  it  was  paid  for  by  contributions  from  the  individuals  listed  above  and  others. 

Labor  donated  by  Sasha  Alyson  and  Brian  Quinby. 


Page  6  •  Gay  Community  News,  September  1982 


Speaking  Out - - 

The  Test  of  Boston’s  Gay  Vote: 

Now  Or  Never 


By  Ian  Johnson  &  Walter  Krueckl 

Many  of  us  are  not  overly  concerned  with  the  details  of  electoral  politics,  yet  every  once 
in  a  while  there  comes  an  election  in  which  the  issue  is  so  clear,  in  which  so  much  is  at  stake, 
that  virtually  all  of  us  can  agree  and  act.  The  Massachusetts  Primary  on  Tuesday,  Sept. 
14th,  will  be  one  of  them. 

Representing  one  of  the  most  heavily  gay  parts  of  Boston  in  the  State  Senate,  Bill  Owens 
has  been  one  of  our  most  outspoken  supporters  in  the  legislature.  He  was  the  first  and  only 
sponsor  of  our  gay  anti-discrimination  bill  in  the  Senate  eight  years  ago,  and  since  then  has 
actually  succeeded  in  getting  it  approved  by  the  full  Senate.  (The  House  has  yet  to  pass  it.) 
Sen.  Owens  has  appointed  the  first  State  House  liaison  to  the  Lesbian  &  Gay  Community; 
marched  in  our  Pride  March;  spoken  at  our  Town  Meeting;  and  fought  with  the  Dept,  of 
Public  Health  over  their  lack  of  response  to  the  immune  deficiency  syndromes  sweeping 
the  gay  male  community.  He  also  helped  GCN  itself  with  office  furniture  donations  and 
was  the  only  elected  public  official  to  call  upon  the  Attorney  General  to  initiate  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  cause  of  its  fire.  As  should  be  expected  of  someone  whose  stands  are  based 
upon  conviction  rather  than  convenience,  Sen.  Owens’  votes  and  actions  are  progressive  on 
the  host  of  connected  issues  with  which  we  are  also  concerned  —  from  the  plight  of  bat¬ 
tered  women  to  the  fight  against  Reaganism  and  the  New  Right,  from  minority  concerns  to 
reproductive  rights. 

What  makes  this  election  so  critical  —  and  simple  —  is  that  the  gratitude  and  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  lesbian/gay  community  is  being  publically  put  to  the  test.  The  entire  political 
structure  will  be  watching.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  basic  of  political  axioms  that  when 
a  politician  takes  the  risk  to  go  out  on  the  line  for  a  debateably  unpopular  cause,  then  the 
first  and  foremost  repayment  is  the  vote  of  that  interest  group.  If  this  is  not  done,  then  not 
only  that  politician  but  all  others  worth  their  salt  immediately  see  demonstrated  that  sup¬ 
port  of  lesbian/gay  rights  is  suicidal.  Supporting  our  allies  is  even  more  basic  than 
defeating  our  enemies. 

Because  of  Sen.  Owens’  much  publicized  switch  to  the  Republican  Party  last  year  in 
reaction  to  the  continuing  arrogance  and  abuse  of  power  by  the  Democratic  leadership  of 
the  Senate,  he  is  being  actively  challenged  this  year  for  the  first  time.  Five  candidates  com¬ 
pete  in  the  Democratic  Primary  Sept.  14th  for  the  right  to  challenge  Owens  as  the 
Republican  on  Nov.  2nd.  None  of  these  men  can  demonstrate  any  geniune  and  sustained 


interest  in  our  community  prior  to  his  candidacy.  Indeed,  the  only  issue  these  candidates 
have  found  to  use  against  Owens  (other  than  recurring  reports  of  their  using  Owens’  pro- 
gay  stands  against  him  within  the  fundamentalist  constituency)  is  that  Owens  is  now  of  the 
party  of  Reagan  (and  Lincoln,  Sargent  and  Brooke,  Owens  would  add!). 

What  further  makes  this  election  such  a  unique  public  test  of  our  strength  and  awareness 
is  that  Owens  has  wisely  chosen,  after  being  urged  by  Democrats,  to  wage  a  write-in/sticker 
campaign  for  the  Democratic  nomination  in  the  September  Primary.  Very  importantly, 
with  six  candidates  then  in  the  race,  it  just  so  happens  that  the  very  substantial  lesbian/gay 
community  in  the  district  (largest  of  any  Senate  District  in  Massachusetts)  could 
singlehandedly  guarantee  his  reelection  right  now  in  September,  without  waiting  until 
November. 

Write-in  campaigns  are  notoriously  difficult,  yet  we  have  the  ideally  organized,  informed 
and  motivated  community  to  pull  it  off.  Not  only  would  Owens  then  gain  his  deserved 
endorsement  of  both  Republicans  and  Democrats  within  the  district,  but  he  will  gain  much 
needed  publicity  as  well.  And  so  will  we.  It  would  be  a  big  surprise  if  the  gay  vote  swung  the 
election;  and  especially  needed  after  our  recent  experience  with  city  redistricting,  where  our 
voting  power  was  sacrificed  to  all  other  interests  and  chopped  into  four  districts.  Our  voice 
needs  to  be  heard  if  we  are  to  be  taken  seriously  in  city  politics.  It  would  mark  our  “coming 
out”  after  a  very  long  hiatus.  It  would  also  bode  well  for  promising  races  in  city  elections 
next  year. 

If  you  live  in  the  Second  Suffolk  Senatorial  District  (very  roughly  the  South  End,  East 
Fens,  Pru,  St.  Botolph,  Mission  Hill,  Fort  Hill,  inner  Jamaica  Plain,  western  Dorchester, 
Roxbury  and  Mattapan  —  if  you’re  unsure,  call  536-1756  to  find  out),  this  is  your  chance 
to  demonstrate  gay  political  clout.  Registered  Democrats  and  Independents  can  help  both 
Owens  and  our  community  through  a  write-in/sticker  vote  for  Bill  Owens  on  the 
Democratic  Ballot  September  14th;  it’s  now  or  never! 

In  the  voting  machine,  just  above  or  directly  to  the  left  of  the  list  of  candidates  for  State 
Senate  there  is  a  small  panel.  Slide  it  open  and  affix  the  sticker  (obtainable  beforehand 
through  536- 1756  or  in  front  of  the  polls  election  day)  or  write  the  name  BILL  O  WENS  (no 
address  necessary).  Leave  it  open  and  continue  voting  for  the  other  offices.  The  panel  will 
close  and  the  vote  registered  when  the  lever  is  turned  to  open  the  curtain  at  the  end.  Be  sure 
to  bring  a  pen  just  in  case! 


Community  Voices 


back  on  your  feet 

Dear  GCN: 

As  editor  and  publisher  of  NW  Fountain,  I 
realize  the  disastrous  nature  of  your  recent  fire 
and  can  personally  relate  to  your  loss.  Over  the 
past  seven  years  of  the  Fountain’s  existence, 
we’ve  lost  some  items  through  malicious  acts  on 
the  part  of  others  (subscription  lists, 
cameras/lenses,  layouts,  etc.),  but  nothing  so 
severe  as  your  loss.  I’ve  always  got  the  tingling 
sensation  in  my  spine,  though,  when  I  think  of  the 
ever-present  possibility  of  a  catastrophic  thing 
happening. 

1  want  to  express  my  personal  grief  at  your  loss 
and  also  make  a  suggestion  on  fund  raising.  Some 
months  ago  your  cover  of  the  drawing  of  the  man 
entangled  in  barbed  wire  drew  much  attention; 
what  possibility  of  issuing  some  posters  of  this 
cover  for  sale?  The  Fountain  will  gladly  cover  dis¬ 
tribution  of  them  for  you  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
—  Seattle,  Portland,  and  Vancouver,  B.C. 
Sincerely, 

David  B.  Porter 
Editor,  NW  Fountain 
Portland,  OR 


for  the  record 

Dear  GCN, 

Some  of  your  readers  in  the  New  England  and 
New  York  area  may  be  interested  in  the  following 
letter  I  have  sent  to  the  editor  and  publisher  of 
Tommy’s  Connection. 

Dear  Tommy’s  Connection, 

I  hereby  request  that  the  following  statement  be 
be  published  in  the  next  edition  of  your  news¬ 
paper: 

“The  letter  from  Allen  Young  concerning  the 
Gay  Community  News,  reprinted  from  GCN  in  a 
recent  edition  of  Tommy’s  Connection,  was  pub¬ 
lished  without  the  knowledge  or  permission  of 
Allen  Young.  In  addition,  it  was  incorrectly 
stated  by  Tommy’s  Connection  that  Allen  Young 
is  ‘now’  a  writer  for  Tommy’s  Connection.  As  of 
June  5,  1982,  Allen  Young  withdrew  from  his 
involvement  with  Tommy's  Connection.  ” 

In  addition,  I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  I  do  not 
in  any  way  endorse  the  comments  made  by  Tom¬ 
my’s  Connection  concerning  a  recent  rally  pro¬ 
testing  the  activities  of  the  Boston  vice  squad. 
Although  I  was  not  present  at  the  rally,  I  am  in 
general  terms  supportive  of  its  stated  goals. 
Thank  you. 

Yours  truly, 

Allen  Young 
Boston,  MA 

Chicago  Benefit 

A  fundraising  cabaret  is  now  being 
organized  by  the  Stonewall  Committee 
to  benefit  GCN,  on  Friday,  October  1,  at 
Crosscurrents,  Wilton  and  Belmont. 
Anyone  interested  in  organizing  is  in¬ 
vited  to  contact  Sharon  at  372-6600,  x 
33,  days. 


looking  beyond 

Dear  Nancy  Walker, 

Y our  letter  regarding  the  Volume  1 0,  Number  3 
GCN  cover  (which  was  published  in  the  Com¬ 
munity  Voiceisecuonof  the  August  7,  1982  GCN,) 
was  an  absurd  and  uncalled  for  attack  on  the 
editorial  judgment  of  the  CCA  staff.  With  a  little 
imagination  you  may  have  found  some  meaning 
in  the  cartoon  in  question:  for  instance,  couldn’t 
the  scene  be  a  comical  suggestion  that  women 
riding  motorcycles  is  as  un/ natural  as  women 
“riding”  each  other,  along  with  reference  to  the 
fact  that  women  who  incorporate  such  “mascu¬ 
line”  objects  as  motorcycles  into  their  lives  often 
encounter  hostility  simply  on  that  score? 

But  whatever  non-sexist  meaning  you  may  or 
may  not  have  been  able  to  come  up  with  is  not 
really  the  issue.  You  found  sexist  meaning  in  the 
reference  to  female  breasts  as  sexual  ojects. 
Opened  and  closed,  no  questions  asked.  This  is  the 
truly  offensive  aspect  of  your  attack,  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  you  alone  hold  the  key  to  sexist  mean¬ 
ings,  wherever  they  may  lie.  It  hints  of  a  desire  for 
idealogical  purity  which  demands  strict  obedi¬ 
ence.  Your  compatriot  Penny  St.  John  even 
suggests  (in  her  letter  which  appeared  next  to 
yours)  that  “such  coarse  and  unliberated”  views 
should  not  be  published  in  GCN,  even  if  they  are 
held  by  lesbians  and/or  gay  men. 

The  editorial  policies  of  the  GCN  admirably  try 
to  avoid  just  such  dogmatic  censorship,  by  pro¬ 
viding  an  expressive  outlet  to  any  in  our  Gay 
community  who  agree  with  the  usually  vague 
goals  and  ideals  of  the  anti-sexist,  feminist  and 
gay  movements.  They  don’t  do  badly  at  it,  and 
that  is  why  when  you  ask  “Is  this  what  we  saved 
the  paper  for?”  I  answer  “Yes!”. 

Sincerely,. 

Jim  Hough 
Boston 

outrage 

Editors: 

We  were  outraged  at  the  Volume  10,  No.  3 
GCN  cover.  The  cartoon  was  degrading,  sexist, 
and  woman-hating. 

Don’t  ever  do  that  to  us  again. 

Diane  Lynch  Curley 
Susan  E.  Waters 
Ocean  Grove,  NJ 


wise  up 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  this  to  express  how  glad  I  was  to  see 
Allen  Young’s  recent  letter  in  GCN,  and  to  voice 
my  support  for  him  in  general.  I  hope  more  of 
Allen’s  numerous  supporters  in  the  community 
and  in  the  movement  do  likewise.  Perhaps  that 
will  correct  the  barrage  of  emotional  garbage  be¬ 
ing  dumped  on  him  from  all  sides  by  a  few  loud 
members  of  the  politically  correct  “elite”  (read: 
minority).  Allen  is  courageous  to  persist  in  his 
outspokenness  in  spite  of  the  current  McCarthy- 
esque  campaign  to  trash  his  book  and  tyrannize 
him  into  silence. 

At  first  it  puzzled  me  to  see  Young’s  book  on 
the  oppression  of  gay  Cubans  —  obviously  a 
work  of  compassion  —  receive  such  an  abrasive 
response.  Thinking  about  it,  though,  it’s  really 
not  surprising  —  as  apparently  the  only  emotion 
which  qualifies  as  politically  correct  is  unabating 
rage.  No  wonder  people  locked  into  such  terminal 
tantrums  are  threatened  by  compassion;  if  com¬ 
passion  is  as  contagious  as  they’re  obviously 
afraid  it  is,  its  spread  might  decrease  the  number 
of  things  our  resident  Moral  Minority  have  to 
complain  about,  nullifying  their  mission  in  life.  It 
has  always  struck  me  that  an  inordinate  amount 
of  space  in  GCN  is  devoted  to  vicious  attacks  on 
members  of  our  own  community  but  then,  gays 
do  make  the  safest  scapegoats;  Castro  was  only 
one  of  many  people  to  demonstrate  that.  I  suggest 
that  the  attacks  on  Allen  Young  are  not  as  much 
an  expression  of  any  ideology  as  they  are  symp¬ 
toms  of  leftover  self-hate  and  homophobia.  Any¬ 
one  judging  our  community  solely  by  GCN s 
pages  would  surely  perceive  it  as  a  lavender  Babel, 
an  unending  cacaphony  of  shrieking  voices  argu¬ 


ing  among  themselves  and  accomplishing 
nothing. 

I  was  also  not  surprised,  though  I  was  sad¬ 
dened,  to  hear  of  the  GCN  fire;  with  all  that  hos¬ 
tility  crackling  in  the  atmosphere  at  your  offices, 
spontaneous  combustion  was  probably  inevit¬ 
able.  (I  imagine  the  preceding  remark  will  earn  me 
accusations  of  “bad  taste,”  which  often  seems 
oddly  synonymous  with  “bad  politics”  —  though 
it’s  surely  something  truly  oppressed  people  have 
no  time  to  worry  about,  being  preoccupied  with 
such  uncouth  matters  as  making  a  living.)  For¬ 
tunately  some  of  us,  like  Allen  Young,  have 
outgrown  the  need  for  the  ivory  tower’s  insular 
perspective  and  offered  some  real-life,  common- 
sense,  constructive  criticism.  Maybe  someday 
GCN  will  take  it. 

Anyone  who  has  devoted  so  much  time  and 
work,  for  so  many  years,  to  further  the  cause  of 
gay  liberation  as  has  Allen  Young  surely  doesn’t 
deserve  to  be  trashed  in  the  gay  press.  The  thrust 
of  Allen  Young’s  work  has  always  been  to  sup¬ 
port  and  affirm  other  gay  people  in  their  work 
and  their  lives  —  unlike  GCN s,  which  seems  for¬ 
ever  fixated  on  snobbishly  targeting  the  “incor¬ 
rect”  for  exclusion  from  our  own  community  as 
well  as  the  outside  world.  I,  for  one,  would  never 
open  the  pages  of  a  gay  paper  to  be  snidely,  con¬ 
descendingly  told  what  to  think  —  if  1  want  that 
kind  of  treatment,  it  can  be  found  in  the  outside 
world  far  too  easily.  Wise  up,  GCN.  Those  of  us 
who  won’t  be  pinned  with  scarlet  letters  may  not 
be  there  when  you  need  us. 

Jack  Veasey 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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Status  Report: 


The  GCN  Sustainer  Pro  gram  at  Six  Months 


By  the  GCN  Sustainer  Program  Committee: 

Jim  Fox,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Mark  Perigard  and  Eric  Rofes 

Exactly  one  year  ago  this  September,  the  initial  idea  of  developing  a  program  to  enhance 
GCN's  ability  to  attract  substantial  contributions  from  individuals  and  organizations  was 
conceived.  GCN  features  writer  Eric  Rofes,  through  discussions  with  Board  President 
Richard  Burns  and  then  Managing  Editor  Amy  Hoffman,  developed  the  concept  and  first- 
year  plan  for  what  was  named  “The  GCN  Sustainer  Program.”  Because  this  program’s 
success  was  very  much  dependent  on  the  support  of  all  facets  of  the  GCN  general  member¬ 
ship,  the  proposal  for  the  program  was  brought  to  meetings  of  the  staff,  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  and  general  membership  for  discussion,  debate  and  approval.  By  January  1,  1982,  the 
plan  had  been  approved  throughout  GCN  and  the  groundwork  for  our  first  year’s  efforts 
had  been  started. 

We  decided  at  that  time  that  our  goal  for  1982  would  be  to  attract  100  Sustainers  to  the 
program,  each  contributing  a  minimum  of  $120  throughout  the  year.  This  would  bring  in 
to  the  paper  a  minimum  total  of  approximately  $12,000.  We  estimated  that  our  first-year 
expenses  would  be  nomore  than $3,000,  which  would  leave  us  a  net  gain  of  at  least  $9,000. 
After  much  discussion  with  the  staff  and  membership,  the  Board  of  Directors  targeted 
staff  salaries  as  the  priority  for  the  first-year  revenues.  If  we  meet  our  goals,  full-time  staff 
salaries  will  be  raised  from  their  current  level  of  $120  ($97.05  after  taxes)  to  $135.  Part-time 
salaries  would  be  adjusted  accordingly.  We  certainly  see  other  areas  at  the  paper  that  are 
sorely  in  need  of  additional  funds,  but  it  was  clear  that  our  greatest  priority  was  to  increase 
the  salaries  of  our  paid  staff. 

The  Sustainer  Program  was  launched  exactly  six  months  ago  —  on  March  1  —  and  we 
have  publicized  the  program  each  week  in  a  variety  of  ways.  GCN  members  have  sent  per¬ 
sonal  letters  to  friends  concerning  the  program  and  we  have  included  short,  clever  blurbs 
on  the  letters  pages.  We  have  included  reminders  concerning  the  program  as  fillers 
throughout  the  paper  and  in  the  classified  pages.  We  have  also  been  pleased  that  some  Sus¬ 
tainers  have  aided  our  publicity  efforts  by'sending  letters  to  the  editor  urging  others  to  join 
the  program. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  note  that,  as  of  September  1 ,  75  individuals,  groups  and  organiza¬ 
tions  have  joined  as  Sustainers  —  bringing  us  to  over  75%  of  our  goal  of  raising  $12,000. 
With  four  months  remaining  to  reach  our  goal  of  establishing  the  “GCN  100,”  we  expect 
to  be  able  to  recruit  at  least  25  additional  Sustainers  and  perhaps,  by  1983,  exceed  our  goal 
and  begin  building  towards  200  Sustainers.  We  are  also  pleased  to  have  kept  our  expenses 
under  $1,000  this  year. 

To  satisfy  our  own  wild  curiosity,  we  have  done  a  statistical  study  of  the  initial  75  GCN 
Sustainers.  Slightly  over  half  of  the  Sustainers  are  from  the  Greater  Boston  area  and  the 
remaining  46%  are  from  throughout  the  United  States.  The  New  York  City  area  has  pro¬ 


duced  7  Sustainers,  New  York  State  an  additional  5  Sustainers  and  California  is  home  to  4 
Sustainers.  We  also  have  Sustainers  in  Philadelphia,  Houston,  New  Haven,  St.  Paul,  New 
Orleans,  Anchorage  and  Nashville,  as  well  as  from  smaller  cities  and  towns  in  Michigan, 
Ohio,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Vermont  and  Indiana.  Five  organizations  from 
throughout  the  country  have  become  GCN  Sustainers:  the  Northampton  (MA)  Law  Col¬ 
lective,  Louisiana  Sissies  in  Struggle,  the  East  End  (Long  Island  )  Gay  Organization  for 
Human  Rights,  Dignity/Boston  and  Gay  Harvard  Alumni. 

Many  couples  and  households  have  joined  the  program,  including  several  collective 
houses.  Of  the  individuals,  groups  and  organizations  that  can  be  gender-typed  (based  on 
assumptions  from  their  names  or  from  our  personal  knowledge),  about  37%  of  our  Sus¬ 
tainers  are  women  and  53%  are  men  and  the  final  10%  are  organizations,  groups,  house¬ 
holds,  and  friendship  networks  of  both  women  and  men. 

We  have  also  been  very  pleased  with  the  kind  notes  and  letters  sent  to  us  from  Sustainers 
and  the  frequent  requests  we  hear  from  people  regarding  how  they  can  further  help 
strengthen  GCN.  We  continue  to  be  quite  aware  that  many,  many  people  sustain  GCN  in 
many  ways  and  that  the  Sustainer  Program  is  simply  one  important  way  in  which  the  local 
and  national  lesbian  &  gay  community  contributes  to  the  health  of  GCN.  People  from 
throughout  the  country  contribute  their  skills  and  energies  to  writing,  publicizing  and  dis¬ 
tributing  the  paper.  Many  Boston  area  volunteers  are  the  lifeblood  of  the  paper  and  are  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  paper  being  written,  illustrated,  layed  out,  folded,  stuffed  and  mailed.  The 
best  additional  ways  which  we  can  recommend  to  helping  strengthen  GCN  is  by  recruiting 
additional  Sustainers  to  help  us  meet  our  goal,  and  by  finding  ways  to  get  your  friends  and 
cohorts  to  subscribe  to  the  paper. 

Over  the  next  few  months,  in  addition  to  our  routine  tasks  involved  in  adminstering  this 
program  (letter-writing,  record-keeping,  newsletter-production,  publicity-development), 
we  expect  to  develop  a  realistic  and  effective  second-year  plan  for  the  Sustainer  Program  — 
with  new  goals  and  new  target  areas.  We  hope  to  retain  our  full  “GCN  100”  and  expand 
the  program’s  membership  and  funding  capacities  considerably.  We  also  hope  to  recruit 
additional  volunteers  from  within  the  GCN  membership  to  work  on  this  committee  and 
allow  us,  as  well  as  the  staff,  Board  and  general  membership  of  GCN,  to  meet  many  Sus¬ 
tainers  and  hear  their  thoughts  on  the  development  and  direction  of  the  paper. 

We  are  excited  about  the  success  of  this  program  and  we  are  very  pleased  with  the  initial 
response  on  the  part  of  so  many  GCN  readers.  If  you  have  joined  the  Sustainer  Program  or 
if  you  contribute  to  sustaining  GCN  in  any  way,  thank  you  for  your  support.  Please  con¬ 
sider  filling  out  the  Sustainer  coupon. 

Join  us  in  building  a  stronger  GCN. 


Community  Voices 


political  rectitude 

A  letter  to  GCN: 

While  I  agree  with  Allen  Young  that  GCN 
should  pay  its  writers,  I  was  absolutely  appalled 
by  the  mean-spirited  tone  of  his  letter  (vol.  10,  no. 
3).  Its  apologetic  preface  smacked  of  hypocrisy; 
and  in  flailing  GCN  for  the  sins  of  political  cor¬ 
rectness,  Young  himself  seemed  to  be  suffering 
from  an  advanced  case  of  political  rectitude. 

This  letter  came  close  on  the  heels  of  a  similarly 
nasty  blast  from  Randy  Shilts,  also  after  a  critical 
book  review.  Both  letters  reveal  more  about  the 
authors  than  about  the  real  or  imagined  faults  of 
the  reviews:  Both  are  men  who  are  threatened  by 
criticism. 

As  indicated  also  by  his  letter  in  the  New  York 
Native  attacking  Scott  Tucker’s  review  of  Gays 
Under  the  Cuban  Revolution,  Allen  Young  seems 
to  see  Marxist-Leninist  goblins  lurking  behind 
every  criticism  of  his  book  —  whether  or  not  such 
is  actually  the  case.  Does  he  want  to  be  reviewed 
by  sycophants? 

The  ranks  of  the  embittered  ex-Catholic  and 
ex-Fundamentalist  gays  who  have  become  equal¬ 
ly  dogmatic  atheists  are  legion.  This  ex-Red 
Diaper  baby  is  no  different;  the  ferocity  of  his 
reaction  indicates  that  he  is  still  as  firmly  locked 
into  the  dogmatism  of  Holy  Mother  Marx  as  he 
was  on  the  day  he  first  learned  that  the  Soviet 
Union  was  a  workers’  democracy.  Scott  Brookie 
was  right:  This  is  cursing  the  darkness. 

John  Kyper 
Berkeley,  CA 


justice  to  all 
ourselves 

Dear  GCN: 

The  interview  with  Jim  Steakley  (GCN:  26  June 
1982)  provides  useful  information,  the  results  of 
Jim’s  decade  of  untiring  research  on  the  early 
homosexual  emancipation  movement  in  Ger¬ 
many.  However,  his  remarks  contain  two  unfor¬ 
tunate  errors. 

(1)  Jim  claims  that  prior  to  the  inception  of  the 
Nazi  regime,  Paragraph  175  served  only  to  punish 
anal  intercourse.  This  is  false,  for  a  series  of 
authoritative  legal  interpretations,  beginning 
with  that  of  the  Imperial  Court  in  Leipzig  in  1880, 
determined  that  the  sanctions  were  indeed  applic¬ 
able  to  other  male  homosexual  practices,  includ¬ 
ing  oral  and  interfemoral  intercourse.  (See,  e.g., 
Magnus  Hirschfeld,  Die  Homosexualitat  des 
Mannes  und  des  Weibes,  second  ed.,  Berlin, 
1920,  pp.  838-839;  as  well  as  commentaries  by 
Numa  Praetorius  [Eugen  Wilhelm]  in  the 
Jahrbuch  fur  sexuelle  Z wischenstu fen,  beginning 
in  1899.)  These  extensions  were  not  made  by  the 
Nazis.  The  augmentations  that  actually  appeared 
in  the  Nazi  Paragraph  175a  are  bad  enough 
without  exaggerating  the  record. 

(2)  The  interview  gives  the  impression  that  the 
Nazi  extermination  policy  was  directed  towards 
both  lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  example,  when 
Steakley  refers  to  the  1937  article  that  appeared  in 
the  SS  newspaper,  Das  Schwarze  Korps,  entitled 
“These  Are  Enemies  Of  The  State,”  he  claims  the 
article  “was  about  Germany’s  gay  and  lesbian 
population,  which  was  estimated  in  the  article  at 


2.2  million.”  This  is  wrong,  for  the  article  in 
question  was  concerned  exclusively  with  two  mil¬ 
lion  (not  2.2  million)  homosexual  men;  there  was 
no  mention  of  lesbians. 

Jim  asserts  that  lesbians  wore  the  pink  triangle 
and  perished  in  the  camps  alongside  gay  men. 
While  a  few  lesbian  civilians  and  military  person¬ 
nel  may  have  been  apprehended,  and  a  few  others 
may  have  been  caught  in  flagrante  in  the  camps 
themselves,  Nazi  policy  endeavored  to  eliminate 
only  male  homosexuals  as  a  group.  That  the  two 
forms  of  same-sex  behavior  were  treated  entirely 
differently  by  the  Nazis  is  evident  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  official  admonition:  “Even  if,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  in  Paragraph  175  homosexual  lewdness 
[ Unzucht ]  between  men  is  subject  to  punishment, 
it  clearly  specified  that  lesbian  love  should  not  be 
deemed  punishable;  hence,  lesbian  relations  can¬ 
not  be  punished  even  through  recourse  to  the  legal 
principle  of  analogy.”  (Deutsche  Justiz,  vol.  97 
[1935],  p.  994.) 

The  fates  of  individual  lesbians  under  the  Third 
Reich  merit  our  attention.  But  in  the  case  of  gay 
men,  the  vastly  more  frequent  fatal  outcome 
reflects  the  deployment  of  a  whole  system  of  per¬ 
secution.  From  Leviticus  to  the  Inquisition,  from 
the  Nazis  to  the  Moral  Majority,  the  attempted 
genocide  of  homosexuals  has  been  directed  sys¬ 
tematically  at  men.  (I  take  into  account  the  recent 
research  presented  in  Journal  of  Homosexuality 
by  Louis  Crompton,  which  does  not  alter  the 
substance  of  the  matter.) 

Today,  the  cultural  disparity  between  gay  men 
and  lesbians  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent. 
This  dichotomy  is  rooted  in  the  past,  which  is  in 
part  a  record  of  different  degrees  of  violent 
repression  we  have  experienced  because  of  our 
sexuality.  Those  who  hold  that  we  ought  to 
struggle  to  overcome  gender  differences  in  order 
to  forge  alliances  are  entitled  to  their  beliefs.  But 
when  they  retroject  the  politically  correct  “gen¬ 
der  parity”  of  the  present  into  the  reality  of  the 
past,  they  weaken  their  case. 

It  may  seem  petty  to  quibble  over  who  is  more 
oppressed  than  whom.  But  we  should  remember 
that  it  was  lesbians  and  male  feminists  who 
broached  the  issue  by  asserting  that  lesbians  were 
“doubly  oppressed”  and  therefore  entitled  to 
special  privileges  in  the  movement. 

As  gay  men  we  are  not  being  “injustice  collec¬ 
tors”  when  we  honor  our  martyred  dead  and 
emphasize  the  fact  that  they  were  victims  of  a 
millenial  campaign  of  persecution  waged  against 
gay  men.  Let  us  do  justice  first  of  all  to  our¬ 
selves,  for  what  can  gay  liberation  mean  if  not 
this? 

Yours  for  gay  liberation, 

John  Lauritsen 
New  York,  NY 


forthrightness 

Dear  GCN, 

I  was  utterly  astonished  to  read  in  your  ad  for 
the  Lesbian-Gay  Film  Festival  (a  GCN  fundraiser 
at  the  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation  in  your 
issue  of  21  August)  that  “Arthur  Bressan  Jr.’s 
erotic  portrait  of  a  gay  male  love  affair”  would  be 
closed  to  people  under  18.  As  you  put  it  in  the 
standard  euphemism  of  the  networks  and  the 
Moral  Majority,  “Due  to  the  mature  subject  mat¬ 
ter  of  this  film,  no  one  under  18  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted.” 

I  do  hope  this  was  an  oversight.  Hasn’t  it  been 
established  in  the  pages  of  GCN  that  gay  youth 
need  non-exploitative  places  to  meet?  Don’t  GCN 
readers  know  that  gay  youth  is  in  especial  need  of 
positive,  accepting  role  models  to  help  them 
escape  the  effects  of  sexual  censorship  foisted 
upon  us  oldsters?  Isn’t  it  known  that  the  myth  of 
sexual  innocence  in  folk  under  18  is  really  a  device 
to  repress  their  independence  and  keep  them 
under  the  thumb  of  their  parents? 

I  fervently  hope  that  gay  youth  will  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  attend  this  film.  If  legal  constraints  genu¬ 
inely  force  you  to  limit  viewers  to  those  over  18, 
then  you  should  simply  state  this  forthrightly  in 
the  ad;  viz.,  “Due  to  the  fact  that  we  might  get 
busted,  we  regretfully  must  limit  the  audience  at 
this  film  to  those  over  1 8 .”  That  would  be  honest , 
upfront,  and  place  the  blame  squarely  where  it 
belongs. 

I’m  sorry  if  this  letter  has  seemed  especially 
critical.  I  organized  the  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay 
Students  Association’s  first  two  gay  film  festi¬ 
vals,  and  am  quite  happy  that  some  of  the  films 
we  showed  and  premiered  will  be  seen  again  in 
your  festival.  Some  of  the  films  were  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit,  but  we  carded  no  one  —  not  for  politically 
correct  reasons,  but  just  because  it  never  crossed 
our  minds.  But  now  that  I  think  about  it,  it  was 
the  right  thing  to  do. 

Sincerely, 

Charles  Bonnell 
Baltimore,  MD 

Ed.  The  co-sponsoring  agency  (where  the  films 
will  also  be  shown)  felt  that  we  were  required  to 
abide  by  the  screening  regulations,  which  specify 
a  certain  phraseology.  The  organizers  certainly 
did  not  intend  to  insult  an yone,  and  intended  only 
to  meet  the  minimum  legal  requirements  by  using 
what  you  call  “the  standard  euphemism.  "  You 
are  right  to  suggest  that  an  explanation  of  the 
legal  restriction  is  in  order. 


Check  Yer  Checks 

Anyone  wno  sent  checks  to  us  around 
the  end  of  June  of  the  beginning  of  Ju¬ 
ly  should  check  their  bank  statements 
to  see  whether  checks  to  us  were  cash¬ 
ed.  We  lost  a  lot  of  checks  in  the  fire. 


Sforrv\ 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


No  State  Funds  for 


CONDOMINIUMS 


1  Bedrooms  with  Fireplaces  $39,000  • 

Other  1  bedrooms  from  $28,000 
Sun-filled  Kitchens*  Modern  Ceramic  Tile  Baths* 
Private  Storage  •  Laundry  Rm  •  Off-street  Parking  *i 
Treetop-surrounded  Roofdeck  with  unrivaled  view 
of  Boston  Skyline*  Architectural-Quality  Common 
Area  Design  •  All  New  Energy  Saving  Systems 
Attractive  developer  subsidized  financing  with 
low  down  payments  available  to  qualified  buyers. 

48  ROBINWOOD  AVE., 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  •  522-5550 

Near  Jamaica  Pond  in  a  charming  country-like  | 
neighborhood  —  only  10  minutes  from 
downtown  Boston! 

Developed  by  Terrapin  Associates. 


Only  Six  Units  Available  in  19th  C. 
Townhouse  Condos  on  quiet  street. 
Walking  distance  to  downtown, 
5  mins,  to  1-95.  1250  Sq.  Ft.  Plus  Full 
Basements,  Sundecks,  Greenhouse 
Windows,  and  Much  More  with 
Attractive  Financing. 

OPEN  HOUSE  SUNDAYS 

1:00-5:00  P.M. 

At 

29  Olive  Street 

(West  of  Downtown  Off  Of  High  St.) 

Prices  From  $58,500 


NEWBURYPORT 

462-2056 


"A  complete  printins  service” 

Booklets  Stationary  Brochures  Resumes 
Invitations  Business  Cards  Leaflets  etc... 


Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar  Copy  Cellar 

55  BROAD  STREET,  BOSTON  16171  542- 8280/825-6700 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  onlv 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV  -Radio- Phones- Hifi-Color 

Repair  &  T  V  &  Stereo  —  of  lowest 
►rices  ANYWHERE  •  Outside  antenna  instollc 
ion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  on  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  RIVER!  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-21  »7 


Robert 
D  argon 

825-7600  6“ 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 
265-2289 

eveninss 


fr 


ELECTROLYSIS 

PERMANENT  HAIR 
REMOVAL 
appointments 
Mon  .-Sat. ,  Days  &  Eves 
734-5777 

Linda  Diane  Jefferson 

120  Sutherland  Rd. -3 
Brookline,  Mass,  021 46 

^  - ^ 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
ADVOCATES  AND 
DEFENDERS  is 
looking  for  an 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
Coordinate  programs, 
fundraising,  public 
relations  and  office 
work  for  New  Eng¬ 
land's  gay  and  lesbian 
public  interest  law 
foundation.  Full  time 
position.  Non-attor¬ 
ney  sought.  Low  sal¬ 
ary  and  hard  work. 
Rush  your  resume  to 
Executive  Director 
Search,  GLAD,  2  Park 
Square,  Suite  300, 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Plumbing 
&  heating 


continued  from  page  1 

been  mis¬ 
informed  ...”  Frechette  wrote. 
‘‘All  our  venereal  disease  clinics 
are  located  in  the  outpatient 
department  of  general  hospitals, 
so  that  the  patient  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  services  of  a  hos¬ 
pital.  The  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center  is  not  based  in  a 
hospital,  and  does  not  therefore  fit 
the  model  of  services  designed  by 
the  Department.” 

Deane  counters  that  such  a  pol¬ 
icy  fails  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
gay  community.  “It’s  been  long 
established  that  a  gay  person  will 
talk  about  their  sexual  contacts 
much  more  readily  to  another  gay 
person  than  to  a  straight  nurse 
from  the  state,”  she  says. 

Dr.  » Nicholas  Fiumara  has 
worked  for  the  MDPH  since  1947. 
As  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Communicable  Diseases,  Fiumara 
is  responsible  for  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  funds  in  the  state  VD  pro¬ 
gram.  GCN  contacted  Fiumara  by 
telephone  to  ask  why  the  MDPH 
funds  only  VD  clinics  based  in  hos¬ 
pitals. 

“We  try  to  treat  the  entire  pa¬ 
tient,”  Fiumara  replied,  “not  just 
the  local  disease.”  Fiumara  ex¬ 
plained  that  a  hospital  setting  af¬ 
fords  the  VD  clinic  ready  access  to 
specialized  services.  “Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  has  no 
gastroenterologist.  In  a  hospital 
you  have  surgeons.  These  are  ser¬ 
vices  not  available  to  a  clinic.” 

But,  according  to  Deane,  Fen¬ 
way  has  two  surgeons  on  staff,  as 
well  as  specialists  in  infectious 
diseases,  dermatology,  and  path¬ 
ology.  Referrals  to  other 
specialists,  such  as  gastro¬ 
enterology,  can  be  made  within  the 


(212)  729-3400 

Frank  C  David,  Inc. 
Funeral  Home 

Five  minutes  from  Manhattan 
Just  across  the  59th  St.  Bridge 
Convenient  to  all  subways/ Parking 

31st  St.  and  39th  Ave. 
Long  Island  City, 

NY  11101 


health  center’s  own  group  prac¬ 
tice.  And  Deane  points  out  that  in 
a  community  health  center,  pa¬ 
tients  coming  in  for  a  VD  screen¬ 
ing  see  their  own  doctors,  who 
know  their  medical  histories.  “We 
treat  the  whole  patient  by  offering 
coordinated  care,  just  like  a 
private  doctor.” 

Might  Fenway  merit  funding 
because  of  its  special  commitment 
to  the  gay  community?  GCN 
asked  Fiumara. 

“We  try  to  treat  the  gay  as  a  per¬ 
son,  not  as  a  gay  or  non-gay.” 

But  isn’t  it  important  for  the 
physician  to  know  what  kind  of 
sexual  contact  is  involved? 

“What  you’ve  saying  doesn’t 
make  any  sense  because  we’re  sen¬ 
sitive  to  the  needs  of  gay  people. 
What  you  have  said  to  me  is  an 
insult.” 

GCN  pursued  this  line  of  ques¬ 
tioning  a  bit  further. 

“This  is  for  the  birds,”  Fiumara 
declared.  “I  have  better  things  to 
do.”  Click.  Dial  tone. 

Elizabeth  Davis  is  a  nurse- 
epidemiologist  stationed  by  the 
MDPH  at  Tufts  New  England 
Medical  Center.  Davis  follows  up 
all  cases  of  syphilis  reported  in  her 
district,  which  includes  the  Back 
Bay,  Beacon  Hill,  downtown 
Boston,  the  North  End,  East  Bos¬ 
ton,  South  Boston  and  Charles¬ 
town.  Davis  also  works  with  the 
Gay  Health  Collective  of  Boston, 
providing  assistance  with 
privately-funded  syphilis  and 
gonorrhea  screenings  at  the  baths. 

Commissioner  Frechette  evi¬ 
dently  furnished  a  copy  of  Sen. 
Owens’  letter  to  Davis,  for  she  also 
sent  a  reply  to  the  senator.  Davis 
wrote  Owens  that  “much  of  your 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work*reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


BACK  TO  SCHOOL 

BRAND  NAME  SAVINGS 


°//Ud  tytvnauA,  9A<r,u/ 


Sweaters  $15" 

H>e  greatest  sweater  assort-  Save  »16S1 
ment  we’ve  ever  offered!  Wool  blends 
and  acrylics,  full  fashioned  in  crew 
necks,  v-necks,  cables,  shetlands, 
lambswool  blends,  etc.  See  the 
famous  label  in  each  sweater. 

S,  M,  L,  XL. 


“Designer”  ^  OQQ 

Fashion  Jeans 

100%  cotton  dark  demin,  5  pocket  western  style. 

Sizes  28-38. 


Button  Down  tnoo 

Oxford  Dress  Shirts  *8" 

You’D  need  many!  Solids  or  stripes.  Sizes  14^-17. 

BETTER  MAKER 
Italian  Wool  Knit  Ties 

Many  colors  •  A  fashion  first. 

SALE  STARTS 
WEDNESDAY 

Charles  River  Plaza:  Store  hours 
9:30  -  6  Mon.  thru  Sat. 

395  Washington  St.:  Mon.  & 

Thurs.  9:30  -  8:30,  Tues.,  Wed., 

Fri.,  Sat.  9:30  -  6 


Save  *9 


$499 

Save  *5 
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Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


information  is  incorrect  or 
misinterpreted.  It  does  a  great  in¬ 
justice  to  one  of  the  most  dedi¬ 
cated  public  servants  it  will  ever  be 
your  privilege  to  know.”  Davis 
assured  the  senator  that  ‘‘we  are 
all  capable  of  education  or  referral 
for  any  medical  problem  or  con¬ 
cern,”  and  demanded  a  “public 
apology  ...  in  the  very  near 
future.” 


In  an  interview  with  Davis  at  her 
hospital  office,  the  nurse  praised 
the  state’s  VD  program. 
“Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  in 
the  union  that  has  consistently 
used  public  health  nurses  for  VD 
epidemiology.  Syphilis  control  in 
other  states  is  run  by  CDC  employ¬ 
ees  [the  federal  Center  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta]  who  are  just 
college  graduates  with  some 
special  -training,”  she  said. 
“Massachusetts  is  coming  from  a 
public  health  standpoint  as  op¬ 
posed  to  just  a  VD  standpoint.” 

Wouldn’t  openly  gay  doctors  in 
a  community  health  center  be 
more  sensitive  to  the  needs  of  gay 
patients? 

“To  me  that’s  bullshit,”  Davis 
replied.  “Why  should  you  care 
whether  your  medical  provider  is 
gay  or  straight?” 

“I  don’t  think  sex  or  sexual 
preference  should  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  ability  to  provide 
good  care  ...  If  some  people  are 


so  tense  about  their  sexuality  that 
they  feel  they  need  to  go  to  a  gay 
clinic,  then  they  should  go  there.” 

Davis  criticized  Fenway  and 
Owens  for  writing  to  Frechette. 
“You  sit  down  and  write  grants 
for  that.  You  don’t  sent  out  hasty, 
irresponsible  political  letters.” 

“I  don’t  think  Frechette  has  any 
idea  of  this,”  Davis  added.  “I 
think  he  called  Fiumara  and  asked 
him  ‘What  the  hell  is  going  on?”’ 


The  MDPH  refused  repeated  re¬ 
quests  by  GCN  for  an  interview 
with  Frechette,  referring  them  to 
Petra  Langer,  a  public  informa¬ 
tion  spokesperson  for  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  At  first,  Langer  merely 
echoed  the  statements  in  Fre¬ 
chette’s  letter  and  reiterated  the 
impossibility  of  direct  conversa¬ 
tion  with  the  commissioner.  “It’s 
not  his  area  of  expertise,”  Langer 
explained. 

However,  shortly  after  GCN 
mentioned  to  Owens’  office  that 
Frechette  had  refused  to  talk, 
GCN  received  a  call  from  Deputy 
Commissioner  Delia  O’Connor, 
offering  to  answer  questions  her¬ 
self.  Several  days  later,  GCN  met 
with  O’Connor  and  Langer  in  the 
deputy  commissioner’s  office. 

“We  have  a  Director  of  Com¬ 
municable  Diseases  who  is  a  very 
strong  physician  with  a  very  strong 
reputation,  who  has  developed  a 
hospital  model  of  distributing  VD 
care,”  O’Connor  told  GCN. 
“Given  that  we  have  a  small  and 


shrinking  amount  of  money,  there 
has  not  been  a  strong  argument  to 
pull  the  money  out  of  the  existing 
hospital-based  system,  which  is 
successful  and  has  momentum.” 

Does  O’Connor  foresee  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  the  MDPH  expanding 
funding  to  community  health  cen¬ 
ters  in  more  affluent  times? 

“If  we  had  money,  it  might  be 
an  innovative  way  to  proceed.” 
But  O’Connor  adds,  “Community 
health  centers  have  disadvantages 
when  it  comes  to  funding  by  major 
state  and  federal  sources.  It’s 
because  they  are  small .  .  .  and  are 
less  efficient  than  a  hospital.” 
O’Connor  then  offered  GCN  the 
opportunity  to  meet  with  Fre¬ 
chette  “for  a  few  minutes,  to 
shake  his  hand  and  demonstrate 
that  we’re  not  denying  you  access 
to  the  commissioner.”  GCN  asked 
Frechette  about  the  possibility  of 
including  community  health  cen¬ 
ters  in  funding  for  the  state  VD 
program  in  the  future. 

“[People]  have  access  to  treat¬ 
ment.  Whether  that  treatment 
should  be  in  a  hospital  or  a  health 
center  I  think  is  a  matter  of  judg¬ 
ment.  A  lot  of  people  would  claim 
that  treatment  in  a  hospital, 
because  of  its  resources,  would  be 
more  effective,”  Frechette  said. 

Jim  Hunt,  executive  director  of 
the  Massachusetts  League  of  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Centers,  disagrees. 
“You  get  much  more  bang  for  a 
buck  in  a  community  health  center 
than  you  do  in  a  megabureaucracy 
.  .  .  and  you  get  the  community 
orientation,”  says  Hunt.  Studies 
cited  by  the  MLCHC  show  that 
community  health  centers  reduce 
health  care  costs  by  focusing  on 
ambulatory,  preventive  and  health 
maintenance  services.  Health  cen¬ 
ter  users  have  significantly  lower 
hospitalization  rates  than  those 


MDPH 's  Deputy  Comr.  Delia  O'Connor: 
“ Community  health  centers  have  disadvan¬ 
tages  when  it  comes  to  funding  by  major  state 
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small  .  .  .  and  are  less  efficient  than  a 
hospital.  ”  K 


relying  on  Medicaid,  hospital 
emergency  rooms  or  private  physi¬ 
cians.  Areas  of  the  country  in 
which  community  health  centers 
have  begun  to  provide  a  substan¬ 
tial  portion  of  health  care  have 
experienced  sharp  reductions  in 
morbidity  and  mortality  rates. 
And  the  lower  overhead  in  com¬ 
munity  health  centers  means  that  a 
smaller  portion  of  health  care  costs 
go  for  the  kind  of  administrative 
expenses  necessary  to  run  a  large 
hospital. 

“Let  me  give  you  the  classic 
example  of  the  costs,”  Hunt  says. 
“The  average  community  health 
center  comprehensive  visit  last 
year  was  $28.  According  to  the 
rate-setting  commission,  the  aver¬ 
age  cost  of  a  hospital  outpatient 
department  comprehensive  visit, 
depending  on  the  setting,  can  be 
two  to  three  times  higher.” 

At  the  heart  of  this  controversy 
lies  an  argument  over  the  relative 
merits  of  community  health  cen¬ 
ters  versus  outpatient  clinics  in 


fifth  Massachusetts  victim. 

“We  feel  all  neighborhood 
health  centers  should  offer  VD 
screenings  and  then  be  reimbursed 
on  a  per  capita  basis,”  says  Deane. 
“The  state  can  offer  more  VD 
screenings  for  less  money  by  offer¬ 
ing  them  in  a  lower  cost  overhead 
setting.” 

MDPH  administrators  have  a 
lot  invested  in  the  hospital-based 
system.  Dr.  Fiumara,  who  has 
administered  the  program  under 
the  same  policy  for  more  than  30 
years,  is  himself  on  the  teaching 
staff  of  Tufts,  which  received 
$257,000,  the  highest  single 
appropriation  given  by  the  MDPH 
in  fiscal  year  1981.  Deputy  Com¬ 
missioner  O’Connor  told  GCN  the 
MDPH  doesn’t  consider  Fiumara 
to  have  a  conflict  of  interest 
because  he  receives  no  payment 
from  Tufts.  A  spokesperson  for 
the  State  Ethics  Commission  was 
not  sure. 

The  Attorney  General’s  office 


Health  center  advocate  Jim  Hunt:  “  You  get 
much  more  bang  for  a  buck  in  a  community 
health  center  than  you  do  in  a  mega¬ 
bureaucracy  .  .  .  and  you  get  the  community 
orientation.  ” 


large  teaching  hospitals.  The  test  is 
in  how  well  each  of  these  public 
health  care  systems  can  accomo¬ 
date  community  needs.  The  inci¬ 
dence  of  gonorrhea  and  syphilis, 
points  out  Fenway’s  Sally  Deane, 
has  tapered  off  in  other  states  but 
remains  on  the  rise  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  And  the  new  Acquired 
Immunodeficiency  Syndrome 
(AID),  responsible  for  400  deaths 
nationwide,  has  just  claimed  its 


would  not  comment  to  GCN  on 
whether  it  would  act  on  Owens’ 
call  for  an  investigation.  Owens, 
however,  has  responded  to  Fre¬ 
chette’s  letter  by  calling  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Fenway  officials  and  Drs. 
Frechette  and  Fiumara  at  his  State 
House  office.  That  meeting, 
scheduled  for  September  10, 
should  give  everyone  a  lot  to  talk 
about. 
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A  Review 


Not  A  Love  Story.  Directed  by  Bonnie  Sherr 
Klein.  With  Linda  Lee  Tracy,  Susan  Griffin, 
Margaret  Atwood,  Kate  Millett,  Kathleen  Barry, 
and  Robin  Morgan.  At  the  Orson  Welles.  Run¬ 
ning  time  73  min. 

by  Michael  Bronski 

It  is  difficult,  probably  impossible,  to 
separate  the  medium  from  the  message  in  a 
documentary  film,  especially  in  polemical 
documentary  films.  And  Not  A  Love  Story  is 
definitely  a  polemical  documentary.  The  film's 
subtitle,  A  Motion  Picture  About  Pornography, 
blithely  assumes  a  noncommittal  attitude  that 
is  absent  throughout  the  entire  film.  (Village 
Voice  critic  Andrew  Sarris  suggested  that  the 
film  should  be  subtitled  “A  Motion  Picture 
Against  Pornography”.)  Although  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  a  totally  objective  documentary, 
and  no  reason  why  any  group  of  people 
shouldn't  put  together  a  film  that  argues  a 
strong,  clear  point  of  view,  there  are  certain 
standards  that  non-fiction  films  must  be  meas¬ 
ured  against  in  order  to  achieve  a  minimal  level 
of  credibility.  Not  A  Love  Story  is  so  badly  made 
that  it  loses  credibility  and  at  some  points  the 
medium  seems  to  take  its  cues  directly  from  its 
subject  matter:  pornography. 

Produced  by  the  National  Film  Board  of  Can¬ 
ada,  Not  A  Love  Story  is  a  cursory  stroll  through 
the  porn  industry  (and  such  related  provinces 
as  advertising  and  burlesque)  as  seen  through 
the  eyes  of  ex-stripper  Linda  Lee  Tracy. 
Tracey,  along  with  filmmaker  Bonnie  Klein, 
plunges  into  this  world  of  female  flesh  fantasy 
—  the  high-tone  glossies,  the  grind  houses,  the 
peep  shows,  the  hard  core  violent  photos  and 
films  —  to  examine  their  feelings  as  women 
caught  in  the  position  of  both  subject  and  ob¬ 
ject.  The  film  is  cluttered  with  examples  — 
everything  from  a  Calvin  Klein  ad  to  hard  core 
bondage  and  torture  loops  —  both  to  show  the 
audience  what  the  women  are  dealing  with  and 
to  expose  (in  the  flesh,  so  to  speak)  the  destruc¬ 
tive  nature  of  the  pornographic  image. 

The  first  question  that  arises  with  this  sort  of 
film  is  the  nature  of  its  intended  audience.  Pre¬ 
sumably  the  rank-and-file  member  of  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women  is  going  to 
find  nothing  new  here.  The  average  person  with 
a  pro-feminist  consciousness,  who  presumably 
has  thought  about  the  question,  may  find  more 
fuel  for  the  anti-porn  fire,  although  nothing 
earth-shattering.  But  Not  A  Love  Story  obvious¬ 
ly  aims  at  converting  non-believers,  be  they  pro¬ 
porn  or  not.  Here  it  fails. 

Though  not  well-made,  Not  A  Love  Story  is 
hardly  inept.  The  first  fifteen  minutes  sets  up 
its  basic  premises  and  all  arguments  follow 
from  there.  Using  a  very  well  montaged/col- 
laged  series  of  images  and  text,  it  describes  the 
depth,  breadth,  height  and  width  of  the  porn 
industry.  Over  shots  of  porn  pictures,  peep 
shows,  and  “combat  zones,”  Bonnie  Klein’s 
voice  reels  off  a  cascade  of  figures.  “Facts' 
come  at  you  so  quickly  there  is  no  time  to  really 
comprehend  —  nevermind  question  —  their 
accuracy,  to  ask  where  they  came  from,  or  to 
place  them  in  any  context  besides  that  of  the 
immediate  film.  And  while  the  veracity  of  the 
figures  is  certainly  questionable  (they  are  a  con¬ 
stant  source  of  disagreement  in  the  porn 
debate),  their  use  in  this  context  is  not  only  dis¬ 
ingenuous  but  down-right  dishonest.  There  is 
even  some  devious  sleight-of-hand  going  on 
with  the  images.  As  Klein  gives  the  economic 
rundown  on  the  industry  she  sneaks  in  shots  of 
a  gay  man  in  a  garment  shop  making  some 
leather  toys:  suddenly  we  jump  from  open 
crotch  shots  to  a  strip  of  leather  with  studs  in  it. 

Perhaps  the  major  failing  of  the  film  is  that  it 
does  not  —  or  cannot  —  give  a  clear,  precise 
meaning  to  what  it  means  by  pornography,  a 
serious  problem  since  that  is  its  professed  sub¬ 
ject  matter.  By  never  really  defining  it,  the  film 
seems  to  be  talking  about  Revlon  ads,  Playboy, 
Hustler,  sex  shows,  peep  shows,  and  hard  core 
violent  movies  (and  by  extension  s/m,  prostitu¬ 
tion,  and  “kinky  sex"  —  Robin  Morgan’s 
phrase).  The  distinction  between  "pornog¬ 
raphy”  and  "erotica”  surfaces  several  times  but 
no  one  reilly  explains  exactly  what  they  mean 


NOT  A  LOVE  STORY,  NOT  A  DOCUMENTARY 


by  either  term,  nor  are  there  many  examples 
given  of  non-exploitive,  non-misogynistic,  sex¬ 
ual  art.  By  lumping  everything  it  doesn’t  like  in¬ 
to  one  big  heap  and  calling  it  all  “pornography,” 
Not  A  Love  Story  doesn’t  help  us  clarify  our 
thoughts  or  feelings.  It  badgers  us  instead  into 
giving  in  to  its  own  pre-set  scheme. 

The  film  alternates  between  Bonnie  and 
Linda  wandering  about  the  world  of  porn  and 
their  talking  with  major  feminist  theorists.  The 
interviews  with  Robin  Morgan,  Kathleen  Barry, 
and  Susan  Griffin  create  the  film’s  conscious, 
theoretical  structure  and  as  with  the  dubious 
“facts”  given  earlier  in  the  film  the  audience  is 
expected  to  take  what  each  of  these  women 
says  as  truth.  With  the  exception  of  Kate  Millett 
and  Margaret  Atwood  (more  on  them  later)  the 
bulk  of  what  these  spokeswomen  say  is  given 
as  statements  —  "facts,”  if  you  will  —  not 
reflections  or  meditations  that  might  spark  or 
encourage  thought  in  those  of  us  watching  the 
film.  A  prime  example  is  Susan  Griffin’s  saying 
that  “We  all  know  what  eros  is,”  as  she  jauntily 
goes  about  making  metaphysical  distinctions 
between  nature  and  spirit.  Well,  the  truth  is  that 
we  all  don't  know  what  eros  is.  Probably  very 
few  of  us  think  we  do,  and  those  that  do  think 
so  most  very  likely  don’t  agree.  These  proscrip¬ 
tive  statements  punctuate  the  film  like  little  lec¬ 
tures  letting  us  know  what  to  think  about  what 
we  have  just  seen.  In  the  two  cases  when  the 
spokeswomen  do  not  give  pat  explanations  — 
Kate  Millett  and  Margaret  Atwood  —  what  they 
do  say  is  obscured  by  the  context  in  which  they 
are  placed.  The  scope  of  Atwood’s  poems 
about  woman-hatred  is  narrowed  by  the  film's 
sloppy  definition  of  pornography.  During  the 
beginning  of  the  interview  with  Kate  Millett, 
Bonnie  Klein  seems  somewhat  disturbed  that 
Millett  is  ambivalent  about  porn  (her  major  com¬ 
plaint  is  that  it  isn’t  sexy).  But  as  soon  as  she 
confesses  some  uneasiness  with  certain  kinds 
of  porn,  blaming  them  on  “patriarchal  thought,” 
the  film  cuts  and  Klein  has  a  smile  on  her  face. 
Not  only  is  what  Millett  says  in  the  film  shaped 
by  the  editing,  it  is  also  curiously  somewhat  at 
odds  with  recent  printed  statements  by  her  on 
the  topic. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  parts  of  Not  A 
Love  Story,  and  the  most  disappointing,  are 
interviews  with  the  women  who  work  in  the 
industry.  Because  the  anti-porn  movement 
seems  to  have  been  a  traditionally  middle-class 
phenomenon,  the  average  woman  porno  worker 
has  not  had  much  voice.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
film  Linda  Lee  Tracy  herself  tells  how  when 
she  first  went  to  an  anti-porn  meeting  she  felt 
condescended  to  and  patronized  by  the  other 
women  (see  other  article).  Throughout  the  film, 
Klein  interviews  four  women  and  two  men  who 
work  as  performers  in  the  industry.  The 
women’s  testimonies  are  the  most  interesting 
thing  in  the  film.  They  are  happy  to  tell  why  they 
work  where  they  do,  its  advantages  and  dis¬ 
advantages  and  their  feelings  about  their  work. 
But  rather  than  letting  their  words  stand  on 
their  own,  Klein  is  always  editorializing,  using 
them  as  examples  of  women  who  have  not  yet 
seen  the  light  and  as  illustrations  of  the  nega¬ 
tive  effects  of  pornography.  It  is  also  interest¬ 
ing  to  note  the  never  discussed  class  dif¬ 
ferences  between  these  women  and  the  well- 
dressed  middle  class  theorists  sitting  in  their 
well-appointed  homes.  But  Not  A  Love  Story  is 
not  an  economic  or  class  analysis,  either,  so 
any  pertinent  corollary  issues  are  dropped  by 
the  wayside. 

The  most  damaging  flaw  in  the  film’s  struc¬ 
ture  —  and  what  it  shares  with  the  structure  of 
pornography  —  is  that  it  makes  us  into  voyeurs. 
As  we  sit  there  in  the  dark  watching  snippits  of 
porn  films,  are  we  that  different  from  the 
average  porn  consumer?  (As  the  porn  mer¬ 
chants  are  quick  to  point  out:  no  one  makes  us 
go  into  these  theaters  and  spend  our  money.)  Is 
there  that  much  difference  within  the  context  of 
the  film  medium  between  being  turned  on  or 
turned  off  by  these  images?  You  could  argue 
that  there  is  a  matter  of  intent  involved  but  I’m 
not  sure  the  argument  holds  up. 

As  we  watch  the  pornography  within  the  film, 
Not  A  Love  Story  does  not  bring  us  into,  but  lets 
us  safely  view,  the  porno  industry.  We  are 
always  on  the  outside.  Whether  it  is  Bonnie 
Klein  talking  to  a  woman  who  works  a  peep 
show  or  Linda  Lee  Tracy  talking  to  the 
manager  of  a  grind  house,  we  are  always  the 


outsider,  the  curious  observer  —  and  always 
with  the  best  social-worker  type  intentions.  Por¬ 
nography  is  treated  as  being  so  repulsive  that 
we  are  never  allowed  to  examine  any  ambiv¬ 
alent  attitudes  we  may  have  toward  it.  Klein 
never  asks  any  of  the  men  watching  the  porn  — 
or  the  shows  —  what  they  like  about  it,  what 
turns  them  on,  why  it  turns  them  on.  Those  are 
interesting  and  hard  questions  —  questions 
that  delve  into  the  deeper,  more  disturbing 
issues  of  sexuality,  gender  arrangements,  and 
fantasy.  Questions  to  which  there  are  probably 
—  at  least  not  now,  not  here  —  any  real 
answers. 

Not  A  Love  Story  (a  title  whose  irony 
becomes  more  obnoxious  as  the  film  goes  on) 
has  its  mind  made  up  from  the  beginning.  It  bul¬ 
lies  its  audience,  manipulates  shamelessly, 
and,  rather  than  stimulating,  ends  up  deadening 
our  senses.  It  does  make  the  fairly  obvious 
point  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  woman-hatred 
in  our  culture.  There  are,  of  course,  no  easy 
solutions  to  this  problem  and  it  would  be  ridicu¬ 
lous  to  expect  the  film  to  provide  any.  What  is 
not  ridiculous  is  to  expect  an  intelligent,  non- 
manipulative,  and  thoughtful  analysis  on  the 
role  that  pornography  plays  in  our  culture  and 
our  lives:  its  relationship  to  sexuality  (deviant  or 
otherwise),  money,  fantasy,  capitalism,  racism, 
and  religion.  Instead,  Not  A  Love  Story  single- 
mindedly  tells  us  almost  nothing.  It’s  too  bad. 
We  could  use  a  good  movie  on  the  subject. 


An  Interview  . . . 


By  Lisa  Orlando 

While  doing  preparatory  research  for  Not  A 
Love  Story:  A  Motion  Picture  About  Pornog¬ 
raphy,  director  Bonnie  Sherr  Klein  met  Linda 
Lee  Tracy,  a  stripper,  poet  and  performance 
artist  who  was  “asking  questions”  about 
pornography.  Klein  invited  Tracy  to  accom¬ 
pany  her  while  she  made  the  film  and,  in  the 
process,  Tracy  became  its  central  character. 

The  following  edited  excerpts  are  taken  from 
an  hour-long  interview  with  Tracey  conducted 
on  August  1 1 ,  two  days  before  Not  A  Love  Story 
opened  at  the  Orson  Welles  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 

Lisa  Orlando:  Were  some  of  your  scenes  in 
the  film  staged  or  is  it  all  documentary  footage? 

Linda  Lee  Tracy:  None  of  it  was  staged.  But 
it’s  not  a  documentary  really.  Documentaries 
are  sterile  and  very  objective  —  or  try  to  be.  And 
our  film  often  doesn’t  try  to  be  objective.  The 
strength  of  it  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  have  feel¬ 
ings  —  and  that  we  weren’t  going  to  retreat 
from  them.  A  lot  of  people  have  attacked  the 
film  because  they  say  “This  isn’t  a  documen¬ 
tary.  Documentaries  aren’t  supposed  to  show 
the  filmmaker’s  feelings.”  Well,  fuck  it.  Our 
feelings  are  valid  and  we  decided  to  look  at  por¬ 
nography  with  both  our  hearts  and  our  minds. 
And  that’s  what  effected  change  in  our  lives, 
allowing  ourselves  to  feel  things  . . .  pain  . . . 
shame  . . . 

LO:  The  film  made  me  think  a  lot  about 
shame,  especially  about  why  so  many  people 
seem  to  think  that  there’s  something  shameful 
or  degrading  about  a  woman  with  her  legs 
spread.  I  wonder  whether  the  anti-porn  move¬ 
ment  isn’t  perpetuating  this  feeling. 

LLT:  Yeah,  I  agree  with  that.  I’m  really  scared 
of  some  of  the  anti-porn  movement  because  I 
think  that  it  polarizes  people  —  and  in  the  end 
[that]  supports  porn.  You  know,  they've  got  a 
vested  interest  in  it.  And  it  also  seems  to  be  led 
by  a  lot  of  people  who  are  really  into  repressive 
sexuality,  and  we  don’t  want  to  go  back  to  that. 
But  I  think  that  as  much  as  I’m  against  the  anti¬ 
porn  movement,  I’m  also  against  pornography;  I 
mean,  really,  I  find  it  pollution,  and  I  find  that 
there  are  better  ways  of  representing  women.  I 
think  that  there’s  nothing  inherently  wrong  with 
a  naked  cunt.  Kate  Millett  does  wonderful  pic¬ 
tures  and  photographs.  Tee  Corrine  in  New 
York  does  wonderful  drawings  of  cunts.  They're 
beautiful.  If  you  see  them  for  what  they  are,  not 
as  a  menacing,  horrible  monster  with  teeth.  But 
pornography  presents  cunts  as  horrible  things 
that  have  to  be  conquered,  that  are  incomplete, 
desperately  waiting  for  a  big,  fat  dick.  Well,  I 


don’t  buy  that.  I  don’t  think  that  it’s  healthy  to 
show  genitals  in  that  context.  You  know,  like 
Kate  Millett  says  in  the  film,  pornography 
served  a  purpose:  by  the  sheer  explicitness  of 
pornography,  at  least  it  helped  some  people 
who’d  never  seen  a  cunt  before.  Many  women 
have  never  seen  their  own  bodies.  I  think  that 
now  we  have  to  go  beyond  just  looking  at  our 
bodies  to  loving  them.  Pornography  isn’t  taking 
us  there.  It’s  just  shaming  us  more  and  more. 
Saying  that  we  as  women  are  incomplete.  That 
we  need  to  be  bound  and  gagged.  Or  that  we 
need  to  impersonate  what  the  ideal  woman  is  in 
order  to  become  a  woman.  I  don’t  think  pornog¬ 
raphy  does  any  good  at  all. 

LO:  How  do  you  define  pornography? 

LLT:  I  define  it  as  something  that  renders 
someone  or  something  incomplete,  that  objec¬ 
tifies  and  makes  a  someone  into  a  something.  I 
think  eroticism  delebrates  and  makes  a  human 
being  autonomous,  makes  that  person  com¬ 
plete.  Erotic  art  is  something  where  you  can  be 
masturbating  by  yourself,  or  you  can  be  with 
another  human  being.  But  there's  something 
complete  in  the  art.  It  comes  out  of  charity  and 
out  of  generosity  and  out  of  mutuality,  if  it’s 
between  two  people.  Or  the  assumption  is  that 
a  woman  is  complete  whether  she  masturbates 
or  not.  Pornography  separates  the  rest  of  who 
we  are  from  our  genitals.  It  says  that  women  are 
cunts.  They  stop  at  the  waist.  They  don’t  have 
minds.  They  don't  have  souls.  There’s  nothing 
there  but  the  body,  and  that  body  is  a  thing  that 
doesn’t  speak  back  and  doesn’t  feel  and 
doesn’t  have  to  be  cared  for.  It’s  just  there.  It’s 
like  a  chair  that  you  can  kick  and  it  won’t  kick 
back.  That’s  the  message  of  pornography. 
That’s  what  I  see. 

LO:  Have  you  ever  seen  any  gay  male  por¬ 
nography? 

LLT:  Yes.  I  didn’t  see  any  nice  eroticism,  I  saw 
some  pretty  heavy  porn,  where  there  was  a 
heavy  role  playing  going  on  where  one  assumed 
a  victim  stance  and  one  was  dominant.  And 
there  was  no  mutuality  at  all. 


Linda  Lee  Tracy:  “It’s  not  a  documentary  really  . . . 

Our  film  doesn’t  try  to  be  objective  . . .  We  decided  to 
look  at  pornography  with  both  our  hearts  and  minds.” 


. . .  and  a  Postscript 


LO:  Many  gay  men  feel  that  their  porn  isn’t 
exploitative  —  that  it’s  playful.  And  that  a  lot  of 
what  many  feminists  feel  is  objectification  and 
violence  —  S/M,  “public”  sex  —  is  not  some¬ 
thing  that  gay  men  feel  is  necessarily  negative, 
but  is  just  an  alternative  way  of  expressing  sex¬ 
uality. 

LLT:  I  think  that  kind  of  attitude  might  be  a 
possibility  for  me  as  a  woman,  let’s  say  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  from  now  when  I  have  found  my 
place  in  the  world  and  I’m  treated  equally,  when 
I  can  afford  to  take  those  risks,  and  I  can  afford 
to  explore  those  areas.  Right  not,  as  a  woman 
who’s  still  looked  at  as  an  interruption  when  I 
walk  into  a  room  where  men  are  talking,  I  can’t 
afford  to  get  turned  on  by  something  that  objec¬ 
tifies  me  and  keeps  me  chained  to  a  stereotypi¬ 
cal  image  that  is  false,  that’s  been  perpetrated 
against  my  gender  for  the  last  3,000  years.  I  can 
understand  that  it’s  not  the  same  thing  for  gay 
men,  because  their  gender  —  it  doesn’t  matter 
what  their  sexual  preference  is  —  guarantees 
them  a  right  that  I  still  don’t  have  in  1982. 

LLT:  I  think  . . .  (sigh) ...  I  think  that’s  fine,  but 
the  only  problem  is  that  as  a  heterosexual,  I  suf¬ 
fer  for  that  somewhere  along  the  way.  Maybe  by 
me  not  wanting  pornography,  they  suffer  as 
well,  but  my  priorities  are  me  right  now. 
However,  what  people  do  in  their  own  bedroom 
is  their  own  business.  As  long  as  it  doesn’t  have 
to  be  out  there  where  men  are  eating  it  up  and 
saying,  “See,  I  told  you  so.  Even  other  women 
believe  it.  You’re  only  here  to  be  beaten.”  I  can’t 
live  with  that  anymore.  What  are  the  demands 
of  these  women?  Do  they  want  it  to  be  available 
everywhere?  Do  I  have  to  see  it?  Do  my  lovers 
have  to  see  it,  so  that  they  come  to  me  with 
those  expectations?  . . .  That  hurts  too  much  to 
say  “yes”  to. 

LO:  Do  you  think  that  being  into  pornography, 
or  S/M,  invalidates  a  woman  as  a  feminist? 

LLT:  No,  I  don’t  think  so  at  all.  And  it’s  a  pity 
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By  Lisa  Orlando 

I’ve  always  felt  ambivalent  about  pornog¬ 
raphy.  When  the  first  radical  feminist  argu¬ 
ments  against  porn  were  made,  I  found  myself 
disagreeing,  although  unable  to  be  clear  about 
why.  And  once  the  anti-porn  movement  began, 
my  only  connection  to  it  came  from  random 
arguments  with  friends  which  left  me  defensive 
and  uneasy.  I  agreed  that  pornography  was  a 
product  of  a  sexist  culture.  I  even  had  my  own 
memories  of  working  in  the  sex  industry  and  of 
the  resulting  sense  of  alienation  from  my  own 
body.  Nevertheless,  I  felt  attacked  by  the  anti¬ 
porn  analysis  and  retained  a  gut-level  certainty 
that  something  was  wrong  with  it. 

Not  A  Love  Story  didn’t  decrease  my  ambiva¬ 
lence  toward  porn.  But  it  left  me  with  a  strong 
desire  both  to  understand  it  and  to  work  out  my 
arguments  with  the  anti-porn  movement.  It  also 
left  me  with  images:  of  all  the  nice  middle-class 
ladies  —  Bonnie  Klein’s  social  worker  smile, 
Robin  Morgan’s  theatrical  tears;  of  hard  core 
S/M  film  clips  flashed  without  warning  or  con¬ 
text;  of  half  a  dozen  sex  industry  workers  — 
some  bored,  some  passionate,  some  defensive; 
and  of  Linda  Lee  Tracy,  the  film’s  central  and 
most  attractive  character,  whose  life  is 
changed  by  her  “journey”  through  porn-land 
and  whose  exuberant  presence  holds  the  film 
together. 

The  film  also  left  me  with  many  questions, 
some  of  them  about  Tracy.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  film,  she  expresses  her  distrust  of  anti-porn 
activists:  “The  party  line  is  that  I’m  stupid  and 
being  used.  But  that’s  the  same  line  men  use.” 
At  the  end,  we  see  her  huddled  on  the  beach 
with  Bonnie  Klein,  explaining  that  posing  for 
porn  photographer  Suze  Randall  has  made  her 
feel  as  if  she  “hit  rock  bottom.”  Tracy  was  the 
character  in  the  film  with  whom  I  most  strongly 
identified  and  I  left  feeling  confused.  Didn’t  she 
feel  any  ambivalence?  Had  she  really  been  con¬ 
verted  by  all  the  nice  ladies? 

Despite  an  hour-long  interview  (see  above), 
I’m  still  left  with  many  questions  —  some  I 
didn’t  ask,  some  that  never  were  answered  to 
my  satisfaction,  some  of  which  may  not  have 


answers.  One  of  these  questions,  the  one 
which  I  mulled  over  most  after  the  interview, 
involved  the  distinction  between  pornography 
and  erotica,  a  distinction  which  I  had  previously 
thought  specious.  Tracy  left  me  convinced 
that  there  was  something  to  it.  (Whether  it 
makes  sense  to  continue  to  use  those  terms  is 
another  matter,  but  I  will  continue  to  use  them 
for  the  sake  of  convenience.)  But  I  still  doubted 
that  this  distinction  had  much  to  do  with 
“objectification”  versus  “wholeness”  in  visual 
representation. 

So  I  decided  to  go  on  a  brief  “journey”  of  my 
own.  Since  the  distinction  between  “pornog¬ 
raphy”  and  “erotica”  also  seems  to  be  made 
according  to  what  people  like,  I  decided  to  take 
that  into  account.  I  began  by  reviewing  Not  A 
Love  Story,  focussing  on  the  sexual  images. 
Unlike  the  filmmakers,  I  found  the  initial  soft 
core  images  erotic.  But  the  hard  core  stills  and 
clips  —  most  of  the  S/M  films  seemed,  on 
closer  viewing,  obviously  faked  —  were 
uniformly  crude,  badly  lit,  “unsexy,"  as  Kate 
Millett  put  it.  (I  have  seen  hard  core  porn  which 
turned  me  on  but  it  always  required  an  effort  to 
ignore  the  distractions  of  bad  production,  etc.). 
What’s  more,  the  participants  didn’t  seem  very 
“real.”  And  everything  flashed  by  too  quickly  to 
catch  my  erotic  interest. 

Later  the  same  evening,  I  saw  The  Story  of  O 
for  the  first  time.  It’s  far  from  a  great  film  — 
some  mediocre  acting,  too  long,  too  much  pos¬ 
ing  and  fake  passion  —  but  some  of  it  did  turn 
me  on.  It’s  the  kind  of  "porn”  I  like:  soft  focus, 
sun-  and  candle-light,  pretty  people  —  and  lots 
of  lingerie.  The  lesbian  sex  scenes  were  defi¬ 
nitely  sexy.  Yes,  it  was  full  of  images  of  women 
being  degraded,  but  O  was  also  portrayed,  in 
accordance  with  some  of  Tracy’s  criteria  for 
erotica,  as  a  person  with  intelligence  and  in¬ 
terests,  a  professional  photographer  who  ex¬ 
plains  her  desire  to  debase  herself  as  motivated 
by  curiosity  and  adventurousness.  If  there  is 
“room  for  S/M”  (which  by  definition  would 
depict  people,  including  women,  being  degrad¬ 
ed)  in  the  erotic  films  Tracy  wants  to  make,  I 
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ANNOUNCING 


Own 


Antique  Wall  and  marketplace 


i 

105  South  Street  (At  the  91eu’  South  Square) 
a  minute  iralk  from  South  Station 

UU€DN€SDAV  THRU  SUNDAV 
11 AMT06PM 

ART  ANTIQUES  COLLECTIBLES. 

ARCHITECTURAL  ODDITIES 
OLD  ADVERTISING  EPHEMERA 
AMERICANA  ORIENTAL IA  ET  CETERA 

GOOD  FOOD  GOOD  FUNK.  GOOD  FINDS 

8  dry  blocks  from  Quincy  Morkef 
Red  Line  to  South  Station 

105  South  Street  Boston.  Massachusetts  02111 
Tel.  (617)423-5725 

35  quafty  dealers  offering  pleasures 
and  treasures  of  the  past. 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited. 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

Attorneys  at  law 

•  Relationship  Contracts  •  Immigration 

•  Wills  •  Civil  N.  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Domestic  Relations  •  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Corporate  Matters  •  Estate  Planning 

Two  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 

1 

bl/gpa 

i 

BOSTON  LESBIAN  AND 

SAY  POLITICAL  ALLIANCE 

WE  ENCOURAGE  ALL 
LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
RESIDENTS  OF 

BOSTON  TO: 

Y  VOTE  IN  THE 

SEPTEMBER  14th 
PRIMARY 

Y  SUPPORT  THE  ENDORSE¬ 
MENTS  OF  THE  MASS. 

GAY  POLITICAL  CAUCUS 

Y  ATTEND  OUR  OPEN 
MEETING  ON  MON¬ 
DAY,  SEPT.  20,  AT  7:30 

AT  UMASS  IN  PARK 
SQUARE,  RM  222 

BUILD  A  STRONG 
ALLIANCE  OF  LESBIAN 
AND  GAY  VOTERS  IN 
BOSTON! 

INFO:  247-3910  evenings 

Visions  of  Kerouac 


By  Paul  Brouillette 

There  is  something  troubling 
upon  discovering  that  your 
heroes,  or  at  least  those  you’ve  ad¬ 
mired,  often  acted  unheroically, 
unadmirably.  It  is  the  invisible 
wall  you  run  your  bike  into,  the 
pain  you  can’t  quite  locate.  It  has 
something  to  do  with  learning 
more  about  your  hero,  and  more 
about  yourself. 

Last  month,  in  Boulder,  Col¬ 
orado,  I  spent  ten  days  re¬ 
acquainting  myself  with  a  man 
who,  since  his  death  in  1969,  has 
shaped  many  of  my  ideas  about 
literature,  influenced  my  attitudes 
about  society,  and  ultimately 
shares  responsibility  for  setting 
my  coming-out  process  in  motion. 
The  man  is  Jack  Kerouac,  whose 
life  and  most  famous  work,  On 
the  Road,  were  being  honored  and 
celebrated  at  a  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  Naropa  Institute,  a  Bud¬ 
dhist  college  and  meditation 
center. 

While  a  highly  prolific  writer, 
Kerouac  is  often  regarded  more  as 
a  cultural  figure  from  the  1950’s, 
the  “Father  of  the  Beat  Genera¬ 
tion”  as  the  media  dubbed  him,  a 
man  who  died  an  alcoholic  after 
almost  thirty  years  of  artistic 
struggle,  and  whose  life  has  been 
romanticized  into  legend  by  those 
more  interested  in  its  peripherally 
sensational  aspects.  The  aim  of 
the  conference  was  to  sort  through 
the  misperceptions  and  estimate 
his  place  in  American  literature. 
Friends  like  Allen  Ginsberg  and 
William  Burroughs  reminisced, 
scholars  and  biographers  opinion¬ 
ated,  and  we  his  followers 
attempted  to  assess  Kerouac’s 
place  in  our  own  lives. 

This  wasn’t  necessarily  an  easy 
task  for,  regardless  of  our  belief  in 
Kerouac’s  work,  there  were  con¬ 
tradictions  in  that  relationship 
that  needed  resolution,  disparities 
between  the  facts  of  his  life  and 
the  credos  of  our  own.  Even 
though  I’d  hungrily  read  all  his 
books  and  devotedly  amassed  a 
collection  of  related  materials, 
what  actual  relevance,  beyond  our 
common  French-Catholic-Massa- 
chusetts-milltown  boyhoods,  did 


this  mostly-heterosexual  and 
often-homophobic  male  have  to 
my  queer  life?  The  answer  refused 
to  dislodge  itself  from  a  sub¬ 
conscious  shelf  of  politically  cor¬ 
rect  stubbornness,  and  it  took  a 
few  days’  musings  and  discussions 
till  a  response  nudged  itself, 
figuratively  speaking  but  appro¬ 
priately  enough,  into  my  lap. 

It  wasn’t  merely  Allen  Gins¬ 
berg’s  revelation  a  few  years  ago 
that  he  and  Kerouac  had  occasion¬ 
ally  slept  together,  nor  was  it  Gore 
Vidal’s  recollection  that  Kerouac 
had  once  picked  him  up.  Rather, 
putting  aside  the  obvious  and  easy 
objects  of  identification  and 
returning  to  his  own  work,  I 
reviewed  the  themes  he’d  written 
about  through  the  eighteen  books 
that  first  affected  me  when  I  was  a 
“sensitive”  (that  was  the  euphe¬ 
mism  even  in  1969)  fifteen-year- 
old,  insulated  from  the  rough 
edges  of  an  all-male  high  school 
by  the  limp  dramatics  of  Tea  and 
Sympathy.  There,  I  found  a  man 
sympathetic  to  the  point  of  pain¬ 
ful  identification  with  those  peo¬ 
ple  on  the  outer  edges  of  society;  a 
man  compelled  to  understand  the 
assaults  and  retreats  inherent  in 
human  relationships;  a  man 
driven  to  the  limits  of  experiences 
in  order  to  breach  the  emotional 
gap  created  by  the  shucking  of  his 
macho  skin;  but  mostly  a  male 
deeply  troubled  by  the  absence  of 


tenderness  between  American 
men.  And  all  of  this  in  the  1940’s 
and  50’s,  pre-EST,  pre-conscious¬ 
ness-raising  groups,  pre-Alan 
Alda. 

I  recalled  some  of  the  facts  of 
his  life,  like  his  refusal  to  engage 
in  rifle  practice  during  basic  train¬ 
ing;  his  attachment  to  the  memory 
of  his  older  dead  brother;  the  con¬ 
tinued  beatings  he  received  in  bars 
when  his  drunken  provocations 
prompted  both  assaults  from 
others  and  a  refusal  to  defend 
himself  physically  or  violently. 

Then  there  were  the  books:  in 
the  novels  like  On  the  Road  and 
The  Dharma  Bums  I  read  of  a 
man  eager  for  experience  but 
dependent  on  another  male  to 
open  his  eyes  and  set  him  in  mo¬ 
tion.  When  he  writes  of  Japhy 
Rider  (a  character  based  on  poet 
Gary  Snyder),  “His  voice  was  as 


tender  as  a  mother’s,  he  seemed  to 
be  talking  from  far  away  to  a  poor 
yearning  creature  (me)  who  need¬ 
ed  to  hear  his  messap,”  Kerouac 
is  allowing  this  younger  man  to  be 
his  emotional  mentor,  and  willing 
to  let  the  public  witness  their  rela¬ 
tionship.  In  On  the  Road,  he  des¬ 
cribes  how  he  and  Dean  Moriarty 
“leaned  on  each  other  .  .  .  and 
talked  excitedly”  or  “tiptoed 
around  each  other  like  heart¬ 
breaking  new  friends.”  Likewise, 
in  Visions  of  Cody,  the  Kerouac 
persona  tells  Cody  (who,  like 
Dean  Moriarty,  is  based  on  the 
now-mythic  Neal  Cassady),  “I’m 
completely  your  friend,  your 
‘lover,’  he  who  loves  you  and  digs 
your  greatness  completely,”  and 
voices  one  of  the  great  uncondi¬ 
tional  best-buddy  proposals  in  the 
Kerouac  canon.  These  are  only  a 
few  examples  and  they’re  by  no 
means  incidental,  as  Kerouac  rein¬ 
forced  his  sentiments  in  non¬ 
literary  situations.  At  the  opening 
ceremony  of  the  Conference,  a 
videotape  of  his  appearance  on  a 
1957  Steve  Allen  show  was  run;  to 
Allen’s  question  about  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  word  “Beat”  in  the 
phrase  “Beat  Generation”  Kerou¬ 
ac  answers,  “Sympathetic.”  And 
the  gray-flannel  audience  on  the 
videotape  laughs. 

But  in  these  same  books  are  the 
passages  that,  over  the  years,  have 
caused  my  knee  to  jerk  in  Pavlov- 


ian  reaction  and  indignation,  the 
references  to  “queers”  and 
“fags”  picked  up  and  given  rides, 
the  heterosexual  veneer  given  the 
Allen  Ginsberg  character  in  The 
Dharma  Bums,  the  peep-hole  voy¬ 
eurism  of  watching  Cody  make  it 
with  a  traveling  salesman  in  Vi¬ 
sions  of  Cody,  an  incident  deleted 
from  the  published  version  of  On 
the  Road,  thus  creating  a  strictly 
heterosexual  character  out  of  Neal 
Cassady  (and  prompting  Ginsberg 
to  regret  Kerouac’s  “removing 
one  dimension  of  American  Hero 
and  misleading  thousands  of  high- 
school  boys  for  decades”).  In  ef¬ 
fect,  Kerouac  compromises  his 
own  arguments  for  expressive 
freedom  and  stripped-down  hon¬ 
esty:  in  the  books,  at  any  rate,  his 
men  don’t  sleep  together. 

So,  what  is  it  that’s  left?  Con¬ 
tradictions,  definitely;  inconsis¬ 
tencies,  too.  For  what  am  I  to 
make  of  a  football  playing  poet 
whose  best-friendships  with  Gins¬ 
berg  and  Burroughs,  two  of  the 
most  “out”  and  militant  homo¬ 
sexuals  of  our  lifetime,  were 
known  to  anyone  who  read  a 
magazine  in  the  1960’s?  What  am 
I  to  make  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
whose  early  interest  in  Buddhism 
anticipated  and  contributed  to  its 
incredible  growth  in  America  ten 
years  later?  What  am  I  to  make  of 
a  political  reactionary  whose  writ¬ 
ings  about  blacks  earned  him 
praise  from  Eldridge  Cleaver  at 
the  time  his  literary  contemporar¬ 
ies  continued  to  debate  the 
“Negro  Problem”? 

What  indeed?  Upon  consider¬ 
ing  how  to  deal  with  his  in-print 
homophobia,  I  was  left  with  a 
choice,  one  of  those  choices  that 
can,  through  politically  correct 
expedience,  sever  a  discomforting 
tie,  or  through  the  cultivation  of  a 
Keatsian  “negative  capability” 
(“the  ability  to  entertain  opposite 
ideas  in  mind  without  irritable 
after-effect”),  enlarge  our  world 
of  experience,  enrich  it,  and,  in 
the  process,  help  us  deal  with  our 
own  inconsistencies  and  contra¬ 
dictions.  Somewhere,  through  the 
years  of  reading  and  rereading  his 
works,  I  opted  for  the  latter,  as  it 
seemed  that  Kerouac’s  larger  vi¬ 
sion  usually  superseded  his  petti¬ 
ness;  sometime,  he  opened  the 
door  to  my  closet  and  dared  me  to 
be  me,  dared  me  to  deal  with  my 
queer-ness.  Ironically,  even  if  he 
couldn’t  or  wouldn’t  deal  posi¬ 
tively  with  his  own  tenuous  homo¬ 
eroticism,  his  descriptive  powers 

young  men  to  consummate  the 
courtships  he  only  flirted  with. 

continued  on  page  15 
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“ What  actual  relevance  did  this 
mostly-heterosexual  and 

often-homophobic  male 
have  to  my  own  queer  life?” 
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Fostering  a  New  Breed  of  Athlete 

The  Gay  (Olympic)  Games 


By  Doug  Stenson  and 
Robert  Ellgas 

A  “new  breed”  of  athlete  is 
emerging  across  the  nation. 

Quietly,  but  surely,  the  ranks  of 
this  athlete  are  growing.  This  ath¬ 
lete  likes  softball,  running,  bas¬ 
ketball,  bowling,  bodybuilding, 
powerlifting,  or  practically  any 
other  sport  imaginable.  As  in 
most  athletics,  the  emphasis  is 
sometimes  on  competition,  but 
more  importantly  this  athlete  real¬ 
izes  the  value  of  participation  as  a 
goal  in  and  of  itself,  and  the 
camaraderie  of  sharing  the  sport 
with  others.  This  is  what  makes 
him  or  her  part  of  the  “new 
breed.”  Also,  and  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  this  athlete  is  gay  or 
lesbian. 

Generally,  gay  athletics  has 
been  misunderstood  by  our  com¬ 
munity  and  our  communications 
media.  The  two  words  “gay”  and 
“athletics”  have  always  seemed 
quaintly  contradictory,  if  not 
mutually  exclusive,  sort  of  like  a 
“muscular  intellectual”  or  a  “wo  - 
man  bodybuilder.”  Anyone  who 
wanted  to  participate  in  his  or  her 
favorite  sport  or  try  out  a  new  one 
either  did  it  with  other  gay  friends 
or  joined  straight  clubs.  He  or  she 
was  given  little  support  by  the  gay 
community. 

Fortunately,  all  that  is  chang¬ 
ing.  Here  in  New  England,  as  in 
the  rest  of  the  country,  organized 
gay  and  lesbian  athletics  has  ex¬ 
ploded  in  recent  years.  There’s  a 
plethora  of  new  clubs,  sports 
teams,  even  sports  leagues  and 
outdoors  groups:  Beantown  Soft- 
ball  League,  Chiltern  Mountain 
Club,  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee,  Front  Runners  of 
Boston,  a  women’s  suburban  soft- 
ball  league  and  others.  People  in 
these  groups  come  from  all  parts 
of  the  gay  universe:  students,  pro¬ 
fessionals,  factory  workers,  busi¬ 
ness-people,  bar  owners,  bar¬ 
tenders.  Perhaps  most  significant¬ 
ly,  although  the  number  of  gay 
men  participating  in  these  activi¬ 
ties  has  grown  rapidly,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  lesbian  athletes  has  in¬ 
creased  even  more  rapidly,  as 
more  women  have  come  to  realize 
that  athletics  will  no  longer  be  a 
male-dominated  activity. 

The  International 
Gay  Games 

It  is  in  this  favorable  atmos¬ 
phere  that  Tom  Waddell,  M.D., 
1968  U.S.  Olympic  Decathalon 
representative,  began  organizing 
the  first  international  Gay  Games 
(GG  I)  last  year.  [GCN  readers 
may  recall  (GCN  Vol.9,  No.28,29) 
that  Dr.  Waddell  was  having 
problems  with  the  U.S.  Olympic 
Committee  over  the  use  of  the 
word  “Olympics”  in  the  original 
name  of  the  Games.  The  situation 
has  not  improved  (see  News 
Notes,  this  issue).]  Based  on  the 
classic  Olympics  Games,  coupled 
with  a  Gay  Cultural  Week,  and 
coinciding  in  time  and  location 
with  several  other  major  sports 
events,  GG  I  will  take  place  in  San 
Francisco  from  August  28th 
through  September  5th,  1982. 
Practically  the  entire  range  of 
sports  events  is  being  sponsored: 
basketball,  billiards,  bowling, 
boxing,  cycling,  golf,  power  lift¬ 
ing  and  weight  lifting,  physique, 
rugby,  soccer,  softball,  swimming 
and  diving,  tennis,  track  and  field, 
volleyball,  wrestling,  and  the 
marathon. 

The  opening  (and  closing)  cere¬ 
monies  for  GG  1  will  be  held  in  the 
65,000  seat  Kezar  Stadium  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.  The  extrava¬ 
ganza  will  include  Tina  Turner, 
other  celebreties,  flag  and  twirling 
corps  and  marching  bands  from 
around  the  world,  and,  of  course, 
the  athletes.  As  of  August  1st, 
there  were  over  1500  registered 
athletes  from  twenty-three  states 
and  countries.  The  final  count  will 
probably  be  somewhat  closer  to 


3000.  Foreign  athletes  will  march 
first  in  groups  behind  their  na¬ 
tional  flags,  then  U.S.  athletes  will 
march  alphabetically  behind  city 
flags.  (Boston  should  be  right  up 
there!)  All  will  be  appropriately 
uniformed.  Whenthe  athletes  are 
in  the  stadium  and  assembled 
before  a  reviewing  stand,  all  the 
bands  will  play  an  original  anthem 
composed  for  the  Games,  and  in 
classic  Olympic  tradition  a  torch- 
bearer  will  run  into  the  stadium 
with  a  torch  carried  all  the  way 
from  the  site  of  the  Stonewall  riots 
to  light  the  first  Gay  Games 
flame.  At  that  time  thousands  of 
balloons  will  be  released  in  a  stun¬ 
ning  spectacle  that  is  bound  to  be 
very  grand,  very  gay,  very  mov¬ 
ing,  and  a  source  of  unforgettable 
pride  for  all  assembled. 

The  next  week  will  be  filled  with 
sports  and  other  activities  to  excite 
even  the  most  casual  spectator. 
Recently,  Bostonians  returning 
from  visits  to  San  Francisco  have 
reported  GG  I  posters  on  “every 
telephone  pole.”  The  whole  city  is 
coming  alive.  San  Francisco  rest¬ 
aurants  and  businesses  are  giving 
discounts  to  athletes,  and  city 
residents  are  providing  housing 
for  all  athletes  who  need  it.  Events 
will  be  held  in  facilities  all  over  the 
city  during  the  seven  days  follow¬ 
ing  opening  ceremonies;  film  festi¬ 
vals,  art  and  photography  exhi- 
.  bits,  sound  and  light  shows,  and 
even  bus  tours  of  Northern  Cali¬ 
fornia’s  wine  country  are  being 
coordinated  as  part  of  Cultural 
Week.  A  full-length  documentary 
movie  of  GG  I  is  being  produced, 
and  the  Games  will  attract  a  great 
deal  of  media  coverage  —  both 
gay  and  straight. 

Several  .sports  —  track  and 
field,  and  men’s  wrestling  —  are 
sanctioned  by  the  Athletics  Con¬ 
gress.  This  means  that  all  results 
will  be  considered  official  and 
entered  in  amateur  athletics  regis¬ 
ters.  During  GG  I,  an  inter¬ 
national  committee  will  form  to 
decide  the  format  and  location  of 
GG  II.  Also,  a  Gay  Track  and 
Field  Committee  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  for  future  (possible  annual 
or  semi-annual)  international 
meets. 

The  Gay  Games,  however,  has 
had  its  organizational  difficulties. 
Publicity,  and  consequently 
awareness  of  GG  I,  came  very 
late,  so  the  original  registration 
deadline  of  June  1st  was  extended 
to  June  30th  and  finally  to  August 
1st  to  accommodate  those  who 
“just  found  out”  about  the 
Games.  Needless  to  say,  many 
others  who  have  found  out  since 
August  1st  in  the  flood  of  pub¬ 
licity  that  has  occurred  since  then 
will  have  to  be  disappointed,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  future  Games  will  be 
planned  well  enough  in  advance  to 
allow  for  all  those  interested  in 
participating.  As  of  this  writing 
(just  ten  days  from  opening  cere¬ 
monies)  the  schedule  of  events  has 
not  yet  been  finalized  and  received 
by  participants! 

Also,  the  timing  of  GG  I  has 
been  somewhat  controversial. 
Organizers  timed  the  games  to 
coincide  with  the  Gay  Rodeo  ii\ 
Reno  and  the  Gay  Softball  World 
Series  in  San  Francisco,  perhaps 
naively  assuming  that  this  would 
draw  more  attention  to  all  the 
sports  events.  The  Gay  Softball 
League  has  seen  it  differently, 
though.  They  feel  their  events  may 
be  overshadowed,  and  this  affront 
has  created  a  rift  in  GG  Organiz¬ 
ing  Committees.  Whether  this 
grudge  will  be  worked  out  because 
of  the  success  of  all  the  events  re¬ 
mains  to  be  seen. 

Boston  Participates 

“The  Boston  Chapter  of  the 
Gay  Games”  has  quite  a  colorful 
history  by  now.  Early  this  year  the 
Sunday  Volleyball  and  Basketball 
teams  joined  to  form  the  Chapter, 
and  took  on  a  marathoner  who 


found  out  about  GG  I  last 
November  through  Front  Run¬ 
ners/Boston  (one  of  several  simi¬ 
larly  named  groups  around  the 
country).  The  Chapter  chose  team 
colors  (green  and  white,  in  the 
Celtic’s  tradition),  set  funding 
priorities  (registration  fees,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  insurance,  uniforms  and 
travel  expenses)  and  began  an  out¬ 
reach  to  other  athletes,  especially 
women. 

There  were  eight  to  twelve  com¬ 
mitted  individuals  when  Boston’s 
Eagle  Bar  jumped  at  the  chance  to 
host  the  first  benefit  in  May.  Billy 
and  Roger,  the  manager  and  assis¬ 
tant  manager,  and  the  whole 
Eagle  staff  arranged  dinners  and 
lodging  in  restaurants  and  gay 
guest  houses  around  New  England 
for  an  auction  and  raffle.  Along 
with  other  generous  help,  and 
thanks  to  the  300  community 
members  who  came  with  their 
financial  and  moral  support,  the 
Eagle  raised  a  lot  of  money  for  the 
Chapter  in  one  fell  swoop!  Earlier 
that  day,  the  Chapter  did  not  have 
even  enough  money  to  open  a 
bank  account. 

Word  soon  spread  and  new  par¬ 
ticipants  appeared.  Leslie  from 
the  1270  Club  brought  in  the  only 
women’s  team  in  the  Beantown 
League,  thereby  immediately  dou¬ 
bling  the  Chapter’s  size.  She  also 
organized  a  women’s  billiards 
team.  Later  commitments  were 
generated  for  women’s  boxing, 
track  and  field,  physique,  power- 
lifting  and  a  proposal  for  a  second 
softball  team  registered  through 
Somerville.  New  men  joined  in 
billiards,  swimming,  track  and 
field,  bowling,  boxing,  tennis  and 
golf.  By  the  August  1st  deadline, 
the  Boston  Chapter  had  blos¬ 
somed  to  over  sixty  participants, 
the  third  largest  registered  team, 
surpassed  only  by  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles,  and  followed  by 
Detroit  and  Vancouver,  B.C.  The 
team  was  coming  together! 

Meanwhile,  benefits  at  the 
1270,  Sporters,  and  three  at  Chaps 
brought  in  much  more  money,  but 
expenses  had  also  escalated.  The 
cost  of  uniforms,  insurance  and 
registration  were  completely 
covered,  yet  little  was  left  for 
travel  expenses.  The  balance,  of 
course,  must  come  from  the  pock¬ 
ets  of  the  participants.  The  finan¬ 
cial  reality,  accompanied  by  in¬ 
juries  and  other  problems,  will 
decrease  the  size  of  the  team  ac¬ 
tually  going  to  GG  I.  This  has 
done  little  to  dampen  the  spirits  of 
those  who  have  paid  their  airfare 
and  will  be  pledging  to  give  their 
best  at  the  Games.  Boston  is  send¬ 
ing  a  team  of  which  it  can  be 
proud. 

Support  has  come  from  other 
quarters,  too.  Various  individuals 
and  groups  in  the  city  have  made 
contributions  to  the  Boston  Chap¬ 
ter,  and  Boston’s  mayoral  liaison 
to  the  gay  community,  Brian 
McNaught,  has  arranged  for 
Mayor  White  to  extend  official 
support  for  the  Boston  Chapter, 
as  well  as  to  acquire  gyms  and 
fields  for  basketball  and  softball 
practive.  Nickerson  Field  was 
available  for  track  and  field  team 
practice. 

GG  I  will  be  an  exciting  event. 
Yes,  there  will  be  medals  (gold, 
silver  and  bronze,  designed  and 
struck  exclusively  for  GG  I)  and 
certificates  through  sixth  place,  to 
be  awarded  in  a  brief  ceremony 
after  each  event.  And,  maybe,  if 
the  volleyball  team  or  Beantown 
Softball  hits  that  ball  a  little  bet¬ 
ter,  we  will  come  back  with  some 
gold.  But  the  emphasis  since  the 
inception  of  the  Gay  Games  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  on  participation. 
Everyone  will  receive  a  Certificate 
of  Participation,  something  to  be 
proud  of.  And,  just  as  there  is  a 
“new  breed”  of  athlete,  shatter¬ 
ing  stereotypes  and  building  new 
continued  on  page  16 
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A  licensed  meo^  women  smCe  1971 


80  Boy  1st  on  St.,  Suite  855,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Threshold 

personal  counseling 

Beyond  the  difficulties  of  coming  out  lie 
the  needs  to  develop  a  career  and  to 
maintain  close  friendships. 


Coolidge  Corner 

Reasonable  Fees  Ph.D.  Cognitive  Therapy 


rgi 

MA 


Brookline 

566-0646 


behavior 
associates 
of  boston 


Serving  the  Community 

•  Weight  Control  •  Social  Skills  Training 

•  Anxiety  Reduction  •  Phobias 

•  Depression  •  Hypnosis 

•  Assertiveness  Training  •  Counseling 

•  Gay  and  Lesbian  Couples  Counseling 

For  a  consultation  with  one  of  our  licensed 
psychologists,  social  workers  or  career  counselors, 
call  262-9116 

45  NEWBURY  STREET,  BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Havlland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon  Thurs.  9am  9pm  Friddy  9am  6pm  Sat  9am  2pm 
Wed  6  30  8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  /Treatment 

Services  Include 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay /lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospita 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  m  the  diagnosis/ treatment  of 
sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/ LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 

Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 

482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


David  Bellville 

AND  ASSOCIATES 


career  counseling 
assertiveness  training 
therapy  for  individuals 
couples,  groups 


Copley  Sq.  (617)739-7803 
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A I  leg  ra  Productions  and  Incest  Resources  Inc  Present 


OIivm  Recording  Artist 


MEG 

CHRISTIAN 

with  Diane  Lindsay 


I  ‘Special  Opening  Solo 

by  Diane  Lindsay* 


Incest  Resources^* 


SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  1 2  at  8  PM 

Sanders  Theater  Harvard  University,  Cambridge  MA 


Interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired  by 
Susan  Freundlich 

Hall  Is  wheelchair  accessible:  bathrooms  limited  access. 
Childcare  by  reservation  only:  call  547-1378  by  Sept.  9 

TICKETS:  Regular  S8.00  Available  from: 

Contributing  S  10.00 
Supporting  S 1 2.00 


Pre-Cone en  Book  Reception  with 

KATHERINE  BRADY 

author  Of  FATHER'S  DAYS 
Saturday.  Sept.  1 1 , 2-4  PM 
New  Words  Bookstore  1 86  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge  Refreshments _ 


MAIL  ORDER:  Send  money  order 
and  self  addressed  stamped 
envelope  to:  Allegra  Productions, 
267  Allston  St..  Cambridge  MA 
02139 


CAMBRIDGE  New  Words, 
Redbook.  Out  of  Town  Ticket 
Agency 

WORCESTER:  The  Uncommon 
Reader,  51  Union  St  .  791-5127 
NORTHAMPTON:  Womonfyre 
Books,  22  Center  St..  586-6445 


BOSTON:  Hubtickets.  Concert- 
charge  {426-8181) 

CAPE  COD:  P  M  Coffeehouse. 
Community  Action  Building,  583 
Mam  St.,  Hyanms  771-1728  x6; 
Womencrafts,  373  Commercial 
St..  Provmcetown,  487-9854 


For  more  information  call  547-1 378  or  254-6952 
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TERRENCE  T.  SWEENEY 

_ Attorney  At  law _ 

Living-Together  Agree  m  enls  •  Business  Problems 
Landlord  X  Tenant  •  Wills  X  Probale  •  Criminal 
Domestic  Delations  •  Trusts  •  Personal  Injury 
Consumer  Issues  •  Beal  Estate 

SNYDER  AND  SWEENEY 

102  Union  Wharf  Boston  02109 
Telephone:  227-0606 


BUTTONS— BUTTONS— BUTTONS 

PINK  TRIANGLE-—  LAMBDA—  DOUBLE 
WOMAN'S  SYMBOL— DOUBLE  MAN’S 
SYMBOL— HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I’M 
STRAIGHT— ORAL  MAJORITY— I’M  ONE 
TOO  — GAY  AND  PROUD-DIFFERENT  BUT 
EQUAL  — UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE- 
FREEDOM  OF  CHOICE— MY  KARMA  RAN 
OVER  MY  DOGMA— THE  MORAL  MAJORITY 
IS  NEITHER  — HE’S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE 
TYPE  — BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN  — BORN 
AGAIN  ATHEIST— BETTER  ACTIVE  TODAY 
THAN  RADIOACTIVE  TOMORROW— I’M  A 
SHAMELESS  AGITATOR  — I  OWN  MY  BODY 
BUT  I  SHARE— 

60<t  EACH.  MIN.  ORDER  4  BUTTONS  +10% 
POSTAGE.  COMPLETE  BUTTON  LIST  FOR 
SASE. 

FREEDOM  CENTER,  355  BOYLSTON  ST„ 
BOSTON,  MA  02116  (617)437-1854 


Who's  A  Lesbian? 

Dyke-Baiting  the  TV  Cops 
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By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

If  you’ve  missed  an  episode  of 
CBS-TV’s  Cagney  &  Lacey,  it’s 
hardly  surprising.  There  have 
been  six  episodes  so  far  and  sched¬ 
uling  has  been  highly  erratic.  With 
its  unpredictable  time  slots,  the 
C&L  show  has  not  been  able  to 
build  a  strong  audience.  Adding 
insult  to  injury,  CBS  program¬ 
mers  have  been  uncomfortable 
with  the  show  and  unsure  of  how 
to  “sell”  it  to  a  television 
audience. 

The  C&L  series  is  based  on  a 
TV  movie  that  was  shown  in  the 
fall  of  ’81.  The  movie  starred 
Tyne  Daly  and  Loretta  Swit  as 
two  uniformed  policewomen  who 
rise  in  rank  to  become  plain¬ 
clothes  detectives.  While  Ms.  Swit 
remained  with  M*A  *S*H,  actress 
Meg  Foster  took  over  the  role  of 
Detective  Christine  Cagney. 

For  those  of  you  who  turn  up 
your  nose  at  television’s  usual 
twaddle,  for  you  feminists,  les¬ 
bians  and  progressives  of  every 
stripe  —  if  you  have  missed  any  of 
these  six  early  episodes  of  C&L, 
then  you  have  indeed  missed 
something  special. 

C&L  does  not  reach  the 
plateaus  of  Masterpiece  Theatre 
nor  is  it  a  video  police  procedural 
like  Dragnet  or  Adam-12.  Instead, 
it  is  a  show  about  real  live  women. 
Cagney  and  Lacey  are  heroines 
whose  lines  of  bravery,  compas¬ 
sion  and  intelligence  exceed  those 
of  their  busts.  They  go  through  an 
hour  show  without  once  stripping 
down  to  bikinis  like  the  vapid, 
cheesecake  honeys  of  Angie  Dick¬ 
inson’s  potboilers,  Charley’s 
Angels,  etc. 

They  are  cops  who  take  their 
job  seriously  and  do  everything  by 
the  book.  Like  all  pairs  of  TV 
heroes,  they  are  a  study  in  con¬ 
trasts.  Detective  Marybeth  Lacey 
(Tyne  Daly)  is  jumpy  and  emo¬ 
tional  while  partner  Cagney  is 
cool  and  collected.  Physically, 
Lacey  is  short  and  dark  while  Cag¬ 


ney  is  tall  and  fair.  Lacey  is  hap¬ 
pily  married  while  Cagney  has 
many,  quick  whirlwind  affairs 
(with  men,  need  I  mention?). 

On  a  personal  level,  I’ve  en¬ 
joyed  C&L  because  it  brought  to¬ 
gether  two  of  my  favorite  per¬ 
formers.  Tyne  Daly  played  Jack 
Lemmon’s  daughter  in  The  Enter¬ 
tainer  and  was  Clint  Eastwood’s 
doomed  partner  in  The  Enforcer, 
one  of  the  Dirty  Harry  thrillers. 
John  Karlen,  who  plays  Lacey’s 
husband,  Harvey,  was  Willy 
Loomis,  the  hapless  blond  slave  to 
Dark  Shadows’  resident  vampire. 
Meg  Foster,  curiously  enough, 
starred  as  a  lesbian  who  went 
straight  in  the  1978  film,  A  Dif¬ 
ferent  Story. 

C&L  has  some  of  the  most  real¬ 
istic  dialogue  on  TV.  However, 
television  has  an  annoying  habit 
of  condensing  everything  —  this  is 
my  only  criticism  of  C&L.  Con¬ 
versations  are  often  short- 
circuited.  For  example,  one  seg¬ 
ment  had  Cagney  dating  a  new 
beau.  This  caused  Lacey  to 
wonder  aloud  (to  Harvey)  if  he 
would  like  to  be  single  again. 
(Harvey  and  Marybeth  have  been 
married  twelve  years  and  have  two 
bouncing  boys.)  The  conversation 
never  went  beyond  the  question 
and  its  answer. 

Despite  the  brevity  in  discus¬ 
sions,  C&L  does  raise  some  inter¬ 
esting  issues.  And  the  show  has 
had  some  delightful,  satirical 
twists:  While  wife  Marybeth  is  do¬ 
ing  her  detective  work,  husband 
Harvey  is  usually  home  with  the 
kids.  He’s  a  construction  worker 
with  an  ear  ailment  that  gives  him 
dizzy  spells.  As  a  result,  he  spends 
much  of  his  time  in  the  apartment 
acting  as  a  part-time  superinten¬ 
dent,  full-time  househusband  and 
providing  the  scriptwriters  with  a 
vehicle  that  allows  them  to  poke 
fun  at  traditional  mores.  But 
make  no  mistake,  Karlen  does 
more  than  add  comic  relief.  As 
Harvey,  he  is  a  warm  and  loving 


man  and  (as  they  say  in  the  biz) 
Karlen  and  Daly  do  have  some 
chemistry  between  them.  The 
viewer  can  really  believe  that  they 
are  a  long-time-married  wife  and 
husband. 

In  their  workday  situations, 
C&L  are  the  only  women  detec¬ 
tives  in  their  department.  Their 
superior,  Lt.  Samuels,  is  not  very 
politically  aware  —  in  one  episode 
he  couldn’t  understand  why  the 
feminist  C&L  continually  had  dis¬ 
agreements  with  the  anti-ERA 
critic  to  whom  they  had  been 
assigned  to  protect.  Samuels 
always  calls  them  girls  and,  along 
with  macho  Det.  Isbecky,  cackles 
over  his  ploys  to  make  C&L  react 
in  what  he  hopes  will  be  truly 
feminine  fashion.  On  one  show, 
the  “girls”  want  to  take  on  a 
tough  assignment.  The  Lt.  gives 
them  a  homicide  case.  When  they 
arrive  at  the  scene  of  the  crime, 
C&L  find  the  victim,  a  prostitute, 
slashed  to  ribbons.  Samuels  is  sure 
that  C&L  will  come  running  back, 
squealing  to  be  relieved  of  such  a 
gruesome  case.  They  don’t  —  and 
they  catch  the  killer. 

Petrie  is  a  black  detective.  He’s 
usually  low-key,  but  more  aware 
of  feminist  issues.  LaGuardia  is  an 
older  detective  probably  near 
retirement  age.  Like  the  other 
three  male  detectives,  his  charac¬ 
ter  is  still  sketchy  at  this  point,  but 
I’m  curious  about  him.  In  one 
scene,  Lacey  is  lamenting  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  being  both  a  wife  and  a 
detective.  LaGuardia,  overhearing 
this,  remarks  on  it  being  equally 
tough  for  someone  (himself)  to  be 
both  detective  and  bachelor.  In 
another  episode,  LaGuardia  helps 
explain  feminism,  not  at  all  con¬ 
descendingly,  to  an  irritable  Lt. 
Samuels.  It  will  be  interesting  to 
see  how  these  peripheral  charac¬ 
ters  develop  as  the  series  pro¬ 
gresses. 

In  C&L,  I  enjoy  all  the  little 
details  that  add  to  the  realism  of 
continued  on  page  15 
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the  show:  the  curtain  separating 
the  women’s  lockers  at  the  police 
station,  Lacey  checking  through 
the  peephole  every  time  she  opens 
her  apartment  door,  the  casual 
chats  C&L  have  as  they  cruise 
around  in  their  unmarked  police 
car.  C&L  seem  real  to  me  because 
they  act  and  talk  like  working 
class  women  I’ve  known.  They’re 
tough,  they  joke,  they  bitch,  they 
goad  one  another  and  they  love 
each  other.  They’re  girlfriends  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word. 

While  I’ve  been  writing  this 
article,  I’ve  been  trying  to  think  of 
other  women-buddy  teams  on  TV. 
So  far,  I’ve  only  come  up  with 
two:  Lucy  &  Ethel  and  Laveme  & 
Shirley.  Aside  from  C&L,  I  can’t 
think  of  any  other  women  teams 
in  dramatic  series.  What  does  this 
say  about  television?  With  this 
emphasis  on  pairs  of  comic 
women,  are  we  supposed  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  women  are  incapable  of 
being  serious,  hard  workers?  That 
a  show  about  two  determined  and 
capable  policewomen  would  be 
too  unbelievable? 

An  anonymous  CBS  official 
caused  quite  a  brouhaha  a  couple 
of  months  ago  when  he  spoke  of 
C&L  as  being  “too  harshly 
women’s  lib”  and  “We  perceived 
them  as  dykes.”  Meg  Foster’s 
character  was  threatening  and  the 
two  women  were  just  too  tough 
and  not  feminine.  The  damage  has 
been  done.  Foster  has  been  fired 
and  replaced  by  Sharon  Gless. 
The  series  is  being  “softened”  — 
who  knows  what  this  may  entail. 

It  was  absolutely  ridiculous  for 
CBS  to  fire  Foster;  this  is,  quite 
plainly,  a  case  of  blaming  the  vic¬ 
tim.  The  problem  lies  not  with  the 
show  or  its  characters,  but  with 
the  paranoid  programmer  who 
felt  threatened  and  made  these 
charges.  C&L  are  not  dykes, 
unless  you  consider  women  who 
love  their  friends  to  be  lesbians. 

The  charges,  and  their  after- 
math,  are  a  wasteful  shame.  Any¬ 
one  who  has  seen  an  episode  of 
C&L  can  clearly  see  that  the 


creators  and  writers  of  this  series 
have  bent  over  backwards  to  make 
these  women  heterosexual.  In 
most  of  the  six  episodes  which 
have  aired,  Cagney  is  either  dating 
or  cruising  men.  Lacey  has  plenty 
of  domestic  scenes  and,  while  on 
the  job,  she  finds  time  to  periodic¬ 
ally  check  in  with  Harv  and  the 
kids. 

Det.  Lacey  has  shown  her 
maternal  side  in  a  number  of  epi- 
sods.  With  one  show  about  child 
abuse,  Lacey  exploded  furiously 
at  a  mother  who  (she  felt)  didn’t 
do  enough  to  protect  her  battered 
daughter.  On  the  other  extreme, 
in  another  episode,  she  spoke  gen¬ 
tly  and  soothingly  to  both  calm 
and  stall  a  young  man  who  was  a 
potential  killer. 

The  character  of  Det.  Cagney 
has  perhaps  been  shortchanged. 
As  an  unmarried  woman,  she  does 
not  have  a  ready-made  family  like 
Lacey  and  this  may  have  caused 
problems  for  the  scriptwriters.  In 
the  short  (so  far)  span  of  the  ser¬ 
ies,  it’s  been  hard  to  fill  out  her 
character.  One  episode  had  an 
entertaining  subplot  with  Cagney 
dating  a  lawyer  —  turns  out,  he 
was  cheating  on  his  wife  and  Cag¬ 
ney  dumped  him.  Another  epi¬ 
sode  had  a  poignant  scene 
between  Cagney  and  her  father. 
Charlie  Cagney,  a  retired  cop,  was 
proud  that  his  daughter  had  made 
the  grade  to  detective  —  some¬ 
thing  he  had  never  accomplished. 
He  was  able  to  share  his  pride  with 
his  friends,  but  never  able  to  ver¬ 
balize  it  to  his  daughter. 

I  am  very  glad  that  Cagney  & 
Lacey  will  be  aired  this  fall.  I’m 
looking  forward  to  new  episodes 
and  hope  that  Sharon  Gless  will 
do  as  well  as  Det.  Cagney.  I  intend 
to  watch  the  show  carefully  and,  if 
the  new,  “softened”  Cagney  & 
Lacey  is  not  to  my  liking,  you  can 
be  sure  I’ll  be  writing  to  CBS. 

By  the  way.  I’ve  read  that  Meg 
Foster  will  be  in  a  TV  movie  play¬ 
ing  a  blind  woman  victimized  by 
escaped  convicts.  I  wish  she  was 
still  a  crime-buster  with  Tyne 
Daly.  I  bet  she  does,  too. 
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FIGHT 

DISCRIMINATION 

9  to  5.  Boston's  Working 
Women's  Organization 
concerned  with  wage, 
promotional  and  dis¬ 
crimination  issues  is 
now  hiring. 

Training  and  benefits 
included. 

Call  536-6003 

NEW  POLITICS 

MASS  FAIR  SHARE, 
one  of  the  largest  citi¬ 
zen  action  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  country,  is 
now  hiring  individuals 
to  do  fundraising, 
community  education, 
and  to  develop  a 
citizens’  lobby  that 
can  shape  and  influ¬ 
ence  the  political  and 
economic  decisions 
in  this  state.  Hours 
2-10.  $175-225  per  wk. 
Will  train.  CALL 
266-7505  xl  90 

between  9-1. 

Gay  Community  News  and  the  Boston  Film/Video  Foundation  present 
A  Cinematic  Celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Culture 


Kerouac 


Friday,  September  10,  through  Sunday,  September  12, 1982 


continued  from  page  12 

For,  as  best  friend  and  mere  ac¬ 
quaintance  alike  brought  up  con¬ 
sistently  at  the  Conference, 
Kerouac’s  real  strength  was  his 
openness  to  any  fellow  human 
being,  his  expansive  generosity. 
Ginsberg  made  numerous  refer¬ 
ences  to  Kerouac’s  “tender  heart” 
(indeed,  Kerouac’s  compassion 
became  the  underlying  theme  of 
many  events,  from  panel  discus¬ 
sions  to  jazz  concert)  and  des¬ 
cribed  his  own  coming-out  to 
Kerouac  in  the  late  forties,  telling 
how  he  loved  him;  Kerouac  re¬ 
acted  with  a  slow  and  concerned, 
“Oooh,  nooo  ...”  —  and  took 
Ginsberg  out  for  a  drink.  Rejec¬ 
tion  was  never  an  issue. 

This  overt  effort  to  challenge 
the  button-down  male  mentality 
of  the  fifties  was  seen  as  threaten¬ 
ing,  for  what  Kerouac  celebrates 
in  his  novels  was  atypical:  the 
friendship  between  men  marked 
more  by  generosity  than  competi¬ 
tion,  transcending  the  shielding 
locker  room  banter;  the  honesty  in 
admitting  his  passivity,  his  aver¬ 
sion  to  violence;  the  “permission” 
to  be  vulnerable;  the  trustful  toler¬ 
ance  of  physical,  cultural,  and 
racial  difference;  and  the  sheer 
bravado  of  tenderness  at  the 
mutual  recognition  of  our  ulti¬ 
mate  solitude.  These  aspects  must 
be  remembered  when  Kerouac’s 
influence  on  a  generation  is  con¬ 
sidered,  when  his  relevance  to  a 


gay  audience  is  questioned.  When 
William  Burroughs,  on  a  panel 
discussing  “The  Political  Fallout 
of  the  Beat  Generation,”  said, 
“America’s  a  much  freer  place 
than  it  was  forty  years  ago,  when 
a  black  man  was  a  ‘nigger,’  a 
Mexican  was  a  ‘mezzican,’  and  a 
homosexual  was  a  ‘fucking 
queer.’”  He  was  acknowledging 
the  social  changes  wrought  by  an 
expanded  consiousness,  a  depen¬ 
dence  more  on  personal  confron¬ 
tation  than  political  abstraction  — 
and  sympathy.  It  is  a  legacy  the 
“Father  of  the  Beat  Generation” 
need  not  have  been  ashamed  of. 

So  —  while  we  sometimes 
rationalize  our  own  behavior,  and 
at  times  apologize  for  our 
friends’,  I  see  little  reason  to  at¬ 
tempt  either  for  Kerouac’s.  The 
fodder  gleaned  during  adolescence 
has  become  substance:  my  search 
for  an  alternative  masculinity 
defined  by  strength  instead  of 
force  yielded  a  role  model  of  con¬ 
siderable,  if  imperfect,  weight. 
More  important  than  any  dogma 
or  political  tract  has  been  the  W- 
sion  of  Kerouac’s  arm,  a  motion 
that  begins  as  a  handshake  and 
becomes  wrapped  around  a  shoul¬ 
der,  in  comfort  and  support;  and 
the  sound  of  a  tender  voice  travel¬ 
ing  from  the  banks  of  the  Merri¬ 
mack  River,  around  the  world,  to 
the  foothills  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tains.  And  distances  further  than 
even  he  had  imagined. 
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Friday,  September  10,  at  7  and  9:30  pm. 

Maedchen  in  Uniform ,  Leontine  Sagan's  1931  German  classic,  hailed  by 
Pauline  Kael  as  **a  legend”,  is  a  sensitive  story  erf  an  unhappy  young  stu¬ 
dent  and  her  relationship  with  an  understanding  teacher. 

Un  Chant  d' Amour,  Jean  Genet’6  notorious  fantasy  of  prison  life,  and 
Carol  Clement's  LunaTune ,  an  animated  celebration  of  women's 
spirituality. 

Saturday.  September  1L,  at  2:30  pm.  only 

Recent  films  and  video  tapes  by  local  independent  lesbian  and  gay  artist* 
will  be  screened.  Selection  will  be  completed  by  this  date;  please  check 
local  newspaper  listings  for  further  details. 

Saturday,  September  1L  at  7  and  9:30  pm. 

Black  Star:  Autobiography  of  a  Close  Friend,  Tom  Joslins  film  about 
growing  up  gay  and  becoming  a  filmmaker,  and  Susana  Blaustein's 
Susana ,  a  portrait  of  a  young  Argentine  lesbian  coming  to  terms  with  her 
sexuality  and  her  family's  homophobia.  Joslin  s  film  has  been  screened  at 
numerous  museums  and  festivals,  including  the  Museum  of  Modem  Art  in 
New  York  and  on  WGBH-TV  in  Boston:  Susana  was  a  highlight  of  the 
1980  San  Francisco  Gay  Film  Festival. 
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Sunday.  September  12,  at  2:30  pm.  only 

Forbidden  Letter 3.  Arthur  Bret&an  J r.V  erotic  portrait  of  a  pay  male  love 
affair.  Michael  Bronski  of  Gov  Community  Actus:  “ Forbidden  Letters  .  .  . 
hae  managed  to  preserve  and  improve  upon  the  film  sense  of  I  nu.t  erotic 
movies)  and  has  added  feeling  and  political  awareness.  It  is  a  moving  and 
satisfying  experience.-  (Due  to  the  mature  subject  matter  of  this  film,  no 
one  under  18  will  he  admitted.) 

Sunday.  September  12.  at  7  pm.  only 

Three  documentaries  exploring  the  long  history  of  oppression  of  homo¬ 
sexuals  and  the  continuing  struggle  for  their  rights: 

H  itches  and  Faggots.  Dykes  and  Poofters,  directed  by  a  collective  of 
Australian  filmmakers,  depicts  homophobia  in  their  native  land  using 
a  concise  historical  overview,  and  leading  to  present  day  discrimination. 
Iris  Films'  In  the  Best  Interests  of  the  Children  profiles  the  lives  of  eight 
lesbian  mothers  and  their  children,  and  Greetings  From  Washington  D.C. 
is  a  record  of  the  March  on  Washington  of  October  1979  in  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  participated. 


All  screenings  at  the  Boston  film/ Video  Foundation,  1126  Boylstoo  Street, 
one  block  from  the  Auditorium  “T"  stop  on  the  Green  Line.  Harvard/ Dudley  bus. 


sMSTaiN€r  ^ 


Admission  is  $4.00  for  all  events.  except  $2.00  far  the  September  11  independent  * 
screening  at  230  pm.  Series  tickets,  available  in  advance,  are  $10.00  for  the  three 

evening  screenings,  $15.00  for  all  five  screemngjr,  and  $20.00  for  patrons.  *  y 

For  further  information,  please  call  536-1540. 
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METRO  PRESENTS 


COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 


The  1982  Ml- 
Women’/  Powerlifting  Open 


Saturday^  Sept.  1 1 
Bo/ton  Y.UJ.Cfl. 

140  Clarendon  St. 


10:00  cun.  For  information:  451-3514 
Sponsored  by  the  N€W  6NGLRND  WOMEN'S  GVM 


i»if 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-0500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Patronize  Our 
Advertisers 


FOCUS  counsel¬ 
ing  and  consul¬ 
tation  for 
women  and 
their  friends, 
inc. 

short  and  long 
term  therapy 
for  individuals, 
couples, 
families. 

New  groups 
forming.  Les¬ 
bian  couples 
workshops. 

Inman  Sq.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  tel. 
876-4488 


Postscript 
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wonder  if  they  might  not 
be  something  tike  this,  with  the 
biggest  difference  being  that  the 
participants  would  be  genuinely 
aroused. 

I  ended  my  “journey”  by  pur¬ 
chasing  the  current  issue  of  Pent¬ 
house.  Because  1  wanted  to  see  if 
it  had  changed  —  become 
“rougher,”  as  Tracy  said. 
Because,  along  with  Playboy,  it 
still  commands  the  major  share  of 
the  porn  market.  And  because  I 
had  often  found  the  pictures  in  it 
both  pleasant  and  sexually  excit¬ 
ing  —  perhaps  “erotic.”  But  I 
have  also  found  it  uneven,  and 
this  was  not  a  great  issue.  The 
soft-focus,  nicely  lit  photos  were 
the  same  and  nothing  was 
“rough”  —  not  even  the  artsy 
fetishistic  “leather”  layout.  But 
the  fake  lesbian  sex  was  too  fake 
to  fool  anyone.  The  “Pet  of  the 
Month”  seemed  more  interested 
in  her  imagined  movie  career  than 
(as  in  the  photos  which  usually 
turn  me  on)  in  her  own  body  or 
her  fantasies.  And  with  all  the 
sweaters,  leg  warmers,  and  base¬ 
ball  caps,  there  was  very  little  of 
my  favorite  fetish  —  lingerie  —  in 
evidence. 

But  there  were  tits  and  asses. 
And  there  were  cunts.  Most  with 
whole  bodies  and  faces  included, 
but  sometimes  displayed  from  the 
rear  —  ass  up  and  legs  spread  — 
in  much  the  same  pose  as  that 
used  in  the  Kate  Millett  drawing 
shown  in  Not  A  Love  Story.  Is 
there  something  wrong  with  me 
for  liking  to  look  at  pictures  of 
women  in  these  positions?  Are 
these  positions  essentially 
degrading  or  sexist?  I  think 
Tracy  would  answer  “no”  to 
both  questions.  Then  what  makes 
the  same  image  erotic  when  used 
by  Kate  Millett  and  pornographic 
when  used  by  Penthouse ?  Is  it 
level  of  explicitness?  That  one  is  a 
drawing  and  the  other  a  photo¬ 
graph?  Tracy  wouldn’t  agree 
with  that,  either.  If  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  image,  what  is  the 
difference? 

I  don’t  think  there’s  a  simple 
answer.  There  are  too  many 
dimensions  that  one  might  look  at 
and  I  can’t  begin  to  examine  all 
the  possibilities  here  or  answer  all 

Gay  Games 

continued  from  page  13 
self-images  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  so  too  there  is  a  “new 
breed”  of  spectator  —  a  fan  who 
is  appreciative  as  much  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  as  of  the  winners,  exem¬ 
plified  by  those  who  stay  hours 
after  the  winners  have  passed  the 
finish  line  to  cheer  for  the  runners 
in  the  Boston  Marathon.  Those 
people,  together  with  the  athletes 
who  are  there  for  the  fun  of  it,  will 
make  GG  I  a  success,  and  all  of  us 
will  come  back  winners. 


the  arguments  that  might  be  made 
by  anti-porn  feminists.  I  remain 
unconvinced  by  the  argument 
about  “objectification,”  a  con¬ 
cept  which  is  much  more  problem¬ 
atic  than  its  users  will  allow.  (Is  a 
Tee  Corrine  cunt  really  less  an 
“object”  than  a  Penthouse  cunt?) 
When  Tracy  talks  about  objec¬ 
tification,  she  is  abstract  and  con¬ 
fusing,  as  if  spouting  rhetoric.  But 
when  she  talks  about  the  alter¬ 
native  films  she’d  like  to  make, 
she  hints  at  something  much  more 
concrete.  What  her  examples 
point  out  is  that  one  real  distinc¬ 
tion  between  pornography  and 
erotica  can  be  made  by  looking  at 
their  conditions  of  production. 

After  viewing  porn  I’m  always 
left  with  the  feeling  that  what’s 
most  wrong  with  it  is  that  it’s  an 
inevitable,  and  typically  shoddy, 
product  of  capitalism.  Not  that  it 
isn’t  also  a  product  of  a  sexist 
culture.  But  whether  it’s  inherent¬ 
ly  sexist,  or  more  sexist  than  other 
sets  of  images  in  our  culture  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  terribly  complex 
issue.  What  seems  somewhat  sim¬ 
pler  —  and  doesn’t  often  get 
discussed  —  is  the  problem  of  sex¬ 
ual  images  created  by  exploited 
workers,  how  that  might  affect 
their  “sexiness,”  and  what  we 
might  want  to  do  about  it. 

Most  workers  in  the  sex  indus¬ 
try  aren’t  very  happy.  As  with 
most  production  in  this  society, 
the  work  isn’t  usually  what  you’d 
like  to  be  doing  at  the  moment 
and  the  working  conditions  are 
lousy.  However,  it’s  not  neces¬ 
sarily  any  worse  than  the  other 
work  available  to  working  class 
women,  as  one  woman  pointed 
out  in  the  film.  Since  we  have  to 
sell  our  bodies  to  live,  some  of  us 
might  decide  that  porn  (or  peep 
shows  or  stripping)  is  preferable 
to  manual  labor,  which  requires 
that  you  sell  more  of  your  energy, 
or  office  work,  which  requires 
that  you  sell  your  mind  as  well,  or 
“service”  work,  where  you  have 
to  take  a  lot  more  orders.  Never¬ 
theless,  women  who  work  in  the 
sex  industry  are  being  exploited 
(as,  it  follows,  are  men). 

The  major  difference  between 
porn  and  other  “commodities”  is 
that  the  workers  who  tire  being  ex- 
continued  on  page  17 

Correction 

In  last  week’s  article  by  Scott 
Brookie  (“Making  Love,  Not 
War:  Gays  in  Solidarity  with  Cen¬ 
tral  America”)  the  sentence 
“Such  a  development  is  insignifi¬ 
cant  (particularly  in  Boston)” 
should  have  been  “Such  a 
development  is  not  insignificant 
...”  GCN  regrets  the  error. 


GC^sfiLL 


512  Massachusetts  Ave 
Central  Square,  Cambridge  MA 
492-9545 


Womans  Bar 
Seven  Days  a  Week 
Wed.  2  for  1 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 
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Interview 
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that  there  have  to 
be  these  rifts,  you  know.  I  guess 
we’re  just  really  in  a  hurry  to  find 
a  solution  and  we’re  really  in¬ 
tolerant  of  each  other  .  .  .  What 
do  I  do  about  it?  It’s  really  a  good 
question.  It  puts  me  in  a  quandry 


LO:  What  is  your  strategy  for 

ending  porn? 

LLT:  You  want  my  big  dream?  I 
want  a  multi-million  dollar  grant, 
and  I  want  to  flood  the  market 
with  some  really  great  alternative 
films  made  by  committees  of  peo¬ 
ple  —  people  from  all  over  the 
place,  who  get  together  and  say, 
“This  is  what  we  want  to  see.” 
Make  those  films,  without  money 
in  mind.  Maybe  even  give  them 
out  for  free  .  .  .  The  bottom  line  is 
economics,  because  [pornog- 
raphers]  are  making  lots  of 
money.  And  porn  is  everywhere 
because  it’s  cheap  to  make  .  .  . 

Now  if  I  made  all  these  great 
films  [I’d  say,]  “Don’t  try  them, 
try  us.  You  don’t  have  to  pay  a 
cent.”  And  if  people  said,  “I 
prefer  porn  over  this,”  I’d  have  to 
concede  ...  I’d  say,  “You  want 
explicit  sex?  This  is  explicit  sex. 
But  it’s  done  with  mutuality,  with 
consent.”  There ’d  be  room  in 
there  for  S/M,  there’d  be  room  in 
there  for  water  sports,  there’d  be 
room  in  there  for  everything,  sim¬ 
ply  because  the  premise  is  that 
these  people  like  each  other.  The 
body’s  beautiful.  [It]  doesn’t  stop 
just  at  the  body.  There’s  a  person¬ 
ality,  a  sense  of  humor.  There’s 
everything  all  wrapped  up  in  that 
body,  (laughter) 

LO:  I  think  that’s  wonderful, 
because  sometimes  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  biggest  problem  with  por¬ 
nography  is  capitalism. 

LLT:  Absolutely.  We  are 
celebrating  the  worst  in  our 
culture.  Exploitation,  power,  the 
money  factor,  economics  and  a  lot 
of  other  stuff  gets  lost.  We  get 
alienated  from  each  other  and 
from  our  own  beings,  our  own 
bodies  ...  I  think  that  what’s 
really,  really  needed  right  now  is 
alternatives,  real  alternatives, 
because  there’s  no  way  that  I’m 
going  to  let  Jerry  Falwell  come  in 
and  tell  me  that  my  body  is  dirty. 
I’ve  heard  enough  of  that.  He’s 
doing  the  same  thing  that  pornog- 
raphers  are  doing,  separating,  cut¬ 
ting  me  up  into  pieces. 

LO:  One  of  the  most  interesting 
people  in  the  film  to  me  is  the 
woman  who  did  live  sex  shows 
with  her  husband,  and  it  seemed 
to  me  that  in  some  ways  the  only 
thing  that  was  wrong  in  that  situa¬ 
tion  was  the  environment.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  involved  mutuality;  she  said 
one  of  the  reasons  that  it  was  a 
good  job  for  her,  as  opposed  to 


nine  to  five,  was  that  she  felt  she 
had  control  over  what  she  was  do¬ 
ing  and  she  was  doing  it  with 
someone  she  cared  about.  And 
that  the  bad  part  about  it  —  the 
only  thing  she  seemed  to  object  to 
—  was  the  attitude  of  the  men 
who  were  watching. 

LLT:  Yeah,  but  also,  I  think  it’s 
really  criminal  that  her  alterna¬ 
tives  were  to  work  in  an  office 
where  a  guy  told  her  what  to  do  all 
the  time,  or  to  be  a  prostitute,  or 
to  fuck  her  man  in  front  of  stran¬ 
gers.  It’s  kind  of  pathetic  that 
when  we  can  put  a  man  on  the 
moon  there’s  a  woman  on  42nd 
Street  who  can’t  do  anything  but 
those  three  things.  That’s  pretty 
sad.  So  it’s  a  question  of  alter¬ 
natives  for  women  .  .  . 

But,  in  terms  of  the  context,  I 
agree  with  you.  People  say  —  now 
that  I’m  not  stripping  —  “You 
must  really  be  against  strip  clubs, 
they  must  be  horrible.”  Well, 
they’ve  become  horrible.  The  at¬ 
titudes  and  the  needs  and  the 
expectations  of  the  people  who  go 
there  have  become  very  bad.  I 
remember  a  time  when  the  women 
were  real  whole,  complete  beings. 
Ten  years  ago  she’d  be  up  there 
and  she’d  have  a  craft,  she  either 
knew  how  to  play  the  flute,  or  she 
could  sing,  or  she  could  dance,  or 
she  could  be  stand-up  comic  — 
she  could  do  a  complete  show  and 
it  forced  the  men  to  be  responsible 
for  themselves  because  they  had  to 
react  to  that.  So  there  was  a 
mutuality.  She  was  doing 
something,  and  they  were  respon¬ 
ding,  they  weren’t,  like,  dead,  the 
way  they  are  now.  And  I  think 
that’s  possible  again,  but  we  have 
to  change  the  context,  we  have  to 
change  the  environment. 

LO:  As  a  woman  who  has 
worked  in  the  sex  industry,  one  of 
the  things  I  find  frightening  about 
the  anti-porn  movement  is  that  I 
think  it  might  force  the  industry  to 
go  more  underground,  making  it  a 
more  dangerous  place.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  new  Massachusetts 
laws  against  so-called  child 
pornography  —  which  cover 
anyone  under  18  —  carry  extreme 
penalties.  Most  of  the  boys  who 
pose  for  pictures  for  boy-lovers  do 
it  willingly  —  at  least  they’re  not 
coerced  physically  —  but  by  forc¬ 
ing  them  underground,  it  just 
makes  the  conditions  under  which 
they  work  more  dangerous. 

LLT:  Well,  what’s  the  alter¬ 
native?  I  don’t  buy  the  argument 
that  to  let  it  all  hang  out,  to  make 
porn  mainstream,  is  healthy.  That 
really  scares  me  .  .  .  Then  they 
push  it  even  more  mainstream. 
The  innocuous  little  fluff  maga¬ 
zines  like  Playboy  are  getting 
rougher  and  rougher.  Advertising 
is  getting  more  and  more  overt 
.  .  .  By  legitimizing  it,  by  legaliz¬ 
ing  it,  it  just  makes  it  more  and 


more  attractive  for  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

LO:  You  feel  that  if  women  are 
attracted  to  it  they  shouldn’t  .  .  . 

LLT:  .  .  .  that  women  who 
wanted  to  pose  or  be  strippers? 
Well,  first  of  all,  it’s  quite  fucking 
easy  to  do,  whether  it’s  under¬ 
ground  or  not.  I  mean,  you  just 
make  the  connection  and  that’s 
about  it.  It’s  easy.  It’s  not  so  easy 
to  get  out  though. 

LO:  But  the  fact  that  it’s  illegal 
is  part  of  what  makes  it  so  hard  to 
get  out  once  you’re  in  it.  I  don’t 
know  how  much  to  believe  of  the 
sensationalized  stories  I  read  in 
the  press,  because  I  never  knew 
anybody  who  was  coerced  in  the 
whole  time  ,1  was  in  the  sex 
industry. 

LLT:  Me  neither. 

LO:  And  so  I  don’t  know  how 
much  of  a  danger  it  is,  but  when  I 
see  heavy  S/M  porn  my  imme¬ 
diate  reaction  is  “Were  these  peo¬ 
ple  coerced  into  doing  this?”  And 
the  fact  that  it’s  hard  to  get  out  is 
partially  because  .  .  . 

LLT:  Do  you  think  that  by  mak¬ 
ing  it  legal  we  make  it  easier  for 
women  to  get  out,  or  any  partici¬ 
pant  to  get  out? 

LO:  Yeah.  Aside  from  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  coercion,  which  I  think  is 
always  greater  when  things  are 
underground,  the  life  you  estab¬ 
lish  by  being  part  of  an  illegal  sub¬ 
culture  becomes  very  difficult  to 
leave  behind. 

LLT:  That’s  an  interesting 
point.  I’m  really  not  too  sure.  My 
initial  reaction  to  that  is  “Oh, 
no.”  It  makes  it  much  more  nor¬ 
mal  behavior,  for  consumers  and 
consumed.  It  makes  it  much  more 
difficult  to  [struggle]  against  that 
new  status  quo  and  find  intimacy 
and  mutuality.  That’s  already 
hard  enough.  I  can  see  what 
you’re  saying.  I  know  what  you’re 
saying.  I  wouldn’t  go  for  it  right 
now.  But  maybe  I  should  think 
about  it. 

LO:  Part  of  it  is  that  I  don’t 
trust  the  state  at  all  and  I  don’t 
trust  the  law,  and  I  usually  doubt 
that  making  such  things  illegal 
helps  anyone  .  .  . 

LLT:  No,  see,  I  don’t  think  that 
it  should  be  illegal,  but  I  don’t 
think  it  should  be  given  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  law  either.  Ideally, 
what  would  be  nice  is  if  we  could 
talk  about  it  a  lot,  come  up  with 
alternatives,  find  out  what  people 
want,  and  —  this  is  very  idealistic 
—  have  these  things  just  die  for 
lack  of  business.  That’s  my  big 
dream.  But  I  certainly  couldn’t 
force  people  not  to  do  it. 


P.S. 
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ploited  are  depicted  in  the  prod¬ 
uct.  At  least  some  of  what  makes 
porn  “unsexy”  for  many  of  us  is 
probably  the  boredom  and  aliena¬ 
tion  which  show  through  all  the 
fake  lust.  The  best  porn  —  or  the 
most  “erotic”  —  is  always  that 
which  fakes  best.  There  is  no 
question  that  the  kind  of 
“erotica”  Linda  Lee  Tracy  wants 
to  make  —  films  and  photos  made 
by  “committees”  of  people  who 
were  doing  it  for  “pleasure  not 
profit”  —  would  be  sexier.  Creat¬ 
ing  alternatives  is  a  wonderful 
idea.  But,  as  with  all  “producer 
cooperatives,”  they  will  remain 
marginal  unless  we  change  the 
system. 


What  has  disturbed  me  most 
about  the  anti-porn  movement  is 
that,  probably  as  a  result  of  its 
middle  class/radical  feminist 
roots,  it  is  concerned  with  images 
of  exploitation  at  the  expense  of 
actual  exploitation.  If  Not  A  Love 
Story  is  a  fair  representation,  it 
evinces  no  desire  to  help  empower 
the  women  who  work  in  the  porn 
industry.  Rather  than  urge  these 
women  to  go  be  exploited  some¬ 
where  else  where  it  won’t  be  so 
messy  and  public,  I  would  think 
that  feminists  might  organize 
union  drives  or  urge  women  to 
take  control  of  pornographic 
production.  Such  a  strategy  might 
begin  to  make  pornography  itself 
a  little  more  erotic. 


But  all  these  strategies  can  only 
go  so  far.  Pornography  won’t  be 
ended  by  unionization,  nor  will  it 
“wither  away”  as  a  result  of  the 
few  alternatives  we  might  be  able 
4o  create,  lacking  Tracy’s  multi¬ 
million  dollar  dream  grant  (from 
Exxon?  the  withering  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts?).  The 
problem  with  Linda  Lee  Tracy  is 
not  that  she’s  too  “idealistic,”  as 
she  thinks,  but  that  she’s  not 
idealistic  enough.  There  may  be  a 
lot  of  other  things  we  have  to  do 
to  end  sexism,  but  we  can’t  end 
pornography  without  ending  capi¬ 
talism.  Unless,  of  course,  what  we 
really  want  to  do  is  stamp  out  sex¬ 
ual  imagery  altogether. 


“HERE  IS  THE  WORK  OF  A 
MAJOR  FILM  MAKER  AT  THE 
PEAK  OF  HIS  FORM. 

A  bitter,  brisk,  sometimes  abruptly  moving  satire. 

Miss  Sukowa  is  smashing.  Mr.Mueller-Stahl,  Mr.  Adorf 
and  everyone  else  in  the  large  cast  are  excellent. 
Unexpectedly  rich. ..'Lola’  should  be  enjoyed  for  the 
sheer,  joyous  effrontery  of  it!'  —  Vincent  Canby,  New  York  Times 


“‘LOLA’  MUST  BE  SEEN! 


More  intuitive  and 
more  pragmatic 
than  much  of 
Fassbinder’s  previous 
work.  I  was  somewhat 
surprised  by  the  film, 
and  yet  it  helped  me 
understand  more 
clearly  the  distinctive 
qualities  of  his  art. 

—Andrew  Sarris. 

Village  Voice 


A  Film  by 

Rainer  Werner  Fassbinder 
Starring  Barbara  Sukowa 


with  Matthias  Fuchs.  Karin  Baal  Helga  Feddersen  Ivan  Desny 
Kar  -Heini  von  Hassel  Elisabeth  Volkmann  Rose'  Zech  Hark  Bohm 
and  Chnstme  Kaulmann  Photography  by  Xa«er  Schwaryenberger 
Costumes  by  Barbara  Baum  Screenplay  by  Peter  Marthesheimer 
Pea  Frohlich  and  Ramer  Werner  Fassbinder  Musk  by  Peer  Raben 
w  Set  Decoration  by  Raul  Gimenei  Edited  by  )ui>ane  loreni 

Mario  Adorf  •  Armin  Mueller-Stahl  Horst  Wcndlandi  a  Rialto  Film  Trio  Film  Production 


rcsthictio  •S2B' 

U*Ot«  17  DiOUIMS  aCCOHFARTINS 
7IRI1  OH  AOUIT  CUARQim  ] 


United  Artists  Classics 

Copyngnt  •  1 982  United  Artists  Corporation 
An  nghts  reserved 


EXCLUSIVE  NEW  ENGLAND 
PREMIERE  ENGAGEMENT 

1:00-3:15-5:30-7:45-10:00 
Fri  &  Sat-1 2:00  MID 


BEACON  HILL13 

1  Beacon  at  Tremont  723  8110 


Yellow  Monkey 

guest  house  and  motel 
44  Main  Street 
Ogunquit,  Maine 


Efficiencies  &  motel  units 
with  an  ocean  view. 
Walking  distance  to  town, 
beach  and  bars.  Ocean 
view  sundeck  for  guests. 
Open  till  December  1. 

Call  Victor  and  Peter 
(207)  646-9056 


15V2  Shore  Road 
Ogunquit,  Maine  03907 
207/646-8654 

Stay  at  one  of  Ogunquit’s  newest  guest  houses 
and  enjoy  its  turn  of  the  century  charm  and  grace. 
Complimentary  continental  breakfast  in  our  living 
room  or  on  the  veranda .  All  this  comfort  and  quiet 
near  the  heart  of  Ogunquit  —  just  a  minute’s  walk 
to  the  town  or  beach. 


WATERSHIP 

INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 


Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss 

Vince  Tlitela 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Winlhrop  Street 
Provincetown.  Mass.‘02657 
(617)  487-0094 


Classifieds 

PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Too  many  people  read  this  stuff 
I  guess  all  I  dare  write  is  fluff. 

And  that's  a  crock. 

I  love  you  more  than  honeydew. 

All  my  love,  porcupine. _ 

BILL  B 

It  was  good  to  see  you  so  unexpectedly 
at  the  potluck.  We  really  must  have  that 
dinner.  I  think  It’s  more  than  2V4  years 
late.  Enjoy  LA. _ 

JACK 

Joan  was  really  in  rare  form  today.  She 
said  something  to  which  I  responded, 
"What  did  I  do  wrong?”  “You  like  him," 
she  said,  “and  that's  enough  reason  for 
me  to  be  angry."  Cute???  I  guess  you 
had  it  pegged  correctly  the  other  day. 
She'd  love  it  if  we  hated  each  other. 

ARE  YOU  A  LONELY  GM? 

North  Shore  area:  I’m  looking  for  a  long- 
lasting  friendship.  I’m  21,  5 ' 1 1 ",  bind 
hair,  bl  eyes;  must  have  car!  Be  honest 
&  no  drugs.  Will  ans  all!  Send  letter  & 
phone  #  lets  talk  soon.  PO  Box  47, 
Danvers,  MA  01923.  Thanks! _ (8) 

GAY  FATHER  NEEDS  HELP 
Help  yourself  too.  A  modest  investment 
will  make  a  profit  for  you,  allow  me  to 
keep  my  kids  &  raise  funds  for  the  gay 
community.  Bill  (617)  232-4145.  (8) 

FREE  FREE  FREE  FREE  FREE 
Gorgeous  cat  needs  loving  home. 
Young  adult  male.  Fuzzy  white, 
neutered,  has  shots.  661-4104  or  720- 
3655. _ (8) 

MY  FEET  KEEP  DANCING 
Haven’t  you  heard  that  this  GBF,  20’s 
sks  dancing  partners  &  friends. 
Wherever  you  are,  if  you  are  warm  & 
have  a  great  sense  of  humor,  drop  me  a 
line.  GCN  Box  583. _ (10) 

Attractive  GWM,  31 , 5 ' 1 1 ",  145  lbs,  blue 
eyes,  br  hair,  cleancut,  many  interests, 
honest  &  sincere,  live  20  minutes  west 
of  city.  Looking  for  friendship  & 
hopefully  more.  Ages  21-30.  GCN  Box 
584, _ (11) 

L  Soc-Fem,  politically  active,  Ikng  to 
live  w/1  other  or  by  self  in  reasonably 
priced  apt  in  N  Camb,  Cambport,  or  W 
Som.  Any  leads  call  Susan  at  354-0008 
or  776-9252. _ (c) 

FOLKIES 

We’re  thinking  of  having  a  long 
weekend  of  folk  dance/music  work¬ 
shops  for  gay  men  Nov  26-28,  some¬ 
where  between  New  York  City  and 
Wash  DC.  If  you  are  interested  in 
attending  or  organizing,  or  know  of 
possible  sites,  write  Dee  Michel,  GCN 
Box  971,  Boston,  MA  02103. 

Gay  male,  loves  it  all.  Will  answer  all. 
Especially  Into  TVs  in  lingerie.  Keith 
Capezio  C39376  Rm  6298  PO  Box  A, 
San  Luis  Oblsbo,  CA  93409-001 .  (8) 

GCN  PICK-UP  BOX  HOLDERS 
Your  mail  is  safe,  though  somewhat 
soggy.  You  may  pick  it  up  between  10 
am  and  6  pm  Mon-Fri  at  140  Boylston 
St,  Boston,  7th  Floor  (Boylston  stop  on 
the  Green  Line,  opposite  the  Common). 

GAY  AIRWAVES 

Updated  list  of  gay  radio  and  cable  TV 
shows  in  US,  Canada,  and  abroad.  $1 
and  SASE,  John  Zeh,  GCGC,  Box  19158, 
Cincinnati,  OH  45219. _ (c) 

Arlington,  Braintree,  Chelsea,  Malden, 
Revere,  Framingham,  Burlington, 
Reading,  Stoneham,  Woburn:  GM  &  LF 
wanted  for  speaking  in  your 
communities.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau.  354-0133  (8) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  it  otherwise. 

ROOMMATES 


LF  sks  same  25  pis  for  sunny  apt  in 
racially  mixed  nghbd  of  JP.  Woman  of 
color  espec  welcome.  Hse  is  dyke- 
owned,  1  blk  fr.  Orange  Line.  150/mo  pis 
util.  No  smoke.  Jil.  426-4469. 

1  GF  studt  in  biogenic  psych  sks  1  sen¬ 
sitive  GF  or  GM  25  pis  for  warm  & 
friendly  indept  apt  in  Brookline.  Built-in 
bookcases  &  fireplace.  Smokers  OK. 
Sept  15  or  Oct  1.  166/mo  heated.  Sorry, 
no  pets.  Helena  232-9068. _ (8) 

PASTORAL  DORCHESTER 
LF  sks  2  more,  pref  25  pis,  for  Ig  dyke- 
owned  apt  In  Dorch,  nr  Ashmont  Sta, 
beaut,  quiet  n6hd,  Ig  yd,  $170  pis  low 
util,  288-3217  Iv  message. _ (8) 

RENTING  SEPTEMBER  1ST 
3  GM  sk  4th  to  share  large  4  bdrm 
twnhse  in  South  End  $240  pis  gas,  H20 
&  elec.  Washer/dryer  in  bsmt.  Jack 
482-3224  or  Bob  423-1589. _ (9) 

LF  &  cat  sk  1  LF  for  Ig  apt  in  JP  nr  Green 
line.  No  cigs.  Indep.  Sm  yard.  JP  is 
great.  $150  +  util.  Avail  now.  Tita  524- 
6592. _  (6) 

Brookline,  Cool  Cor  nr  BU  2  prof  GM  sk 
quiet  student  to  rent  1  rm  in  Irg  eleg 
condo.  Util  Inc.  Accs  to  kitch.  Ex  envir 
for  priv  person  or  busy  grad  student. 
$300:566-0646. _ (6) 

3  LFs  sk  2  more  to  complete  coop  hse- 
hold.  Wonderful  home  in  Allston.  Big 
yard,  plenty  of  space,  good  folks.  No 
smk,  semi-veg.  145/mo.  782-0599.  (4) 

Lesbian  much  over  40  wishing  for  same 
to  share  sunny  apt  w/yd  &  parking  Rent 
reasonable,  nr  Rt  128.  358-4754  (8) 
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LF  sks  quiet  resp  LF  for  5  rm  JP  apt.  Nice 
nbhd,  front  &  back  porches.  Nr  pond, 
stores,  Or  &  Gr  lines.  No  pets  pis.  190  pis 
utils.  522-4922.  (8) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED: 

Looking  for  GF  to  share  Irg  home  in 
Wayland  w/3  others.  Own  bdrm.  Country 
setting.  Frplc.  187.50  pis  util.  Avail  9/1. 
358-4612  eves  (8) 

G  or  BiM,  responsible,  financially 
secure,  mentally  stable  (grad  student 
OK)  for  Irg  Bohemian  Brkln  apt  w/2 
others.  Avail/immed.  $200.  232- 
5308.  (8) 

HOMO  ON  THE  RANGE 
Lovely  Allston  coop  sks  other  LFs  for  9/1 
or  10/1.  Big  yard,  funloving,  no  smoke, 
clean,  on  T,  politics  &  intrigue.  782-8679, 
keep  trying!  (9) 

GM  &  F  nice  but  not  hm  a  lot  sk  GF  or  M  4 
Ige  hse  n  JP  w/trees  &  garden  nr  pond 
sm|  bdrm  &  studio/living  space  pets 
OK  522-0241,  442-0050  nice  place  $200 
pis  utils.  (7) 


GM,  36,  has  hse  to  share.  Lkng  for 
mellow  country  companion,  Walpole 
NH,  near  Bellows  Falls,  VT  (603)  756- 
4226.  (8) 

GM  wntd  for  coop  hs  in  Allston  15  min 
walk  to  Harv  Sq.  We’re  1  GM  &  1  SF  20s. 
Shr  food  &  chores.  $112  or  132  pis  util. 
Alfred  787-3891. _ (8) 

HYDE  PARK  —  PROF 
GF  to  share  a  large  sunny  6  rm  flat  w/2 
gay  men.  Sun  porch  hdwd  firs  200  Inc 
util,  pkng,  washer.  Alan  361-7155,  eve, 
364-3883  day. _  (8) 

EAST  BOSTON  -  ORIENT  HEIGHTS 
GM  22  sks  responsible  nonsmoker  to 
share  2  bdrm  apt  minutes  to  town  on 
Blue  Line.  Nice  area.  View.  $185  pis  util. 
567-51 14  after  Aug.  30. _ (8) 

Tomatoes  ripening  on  the  vine.  3  LF  in 
great  Dorch  hse  Ikng  for  1  more  in  time 
to  harvest  garden.  Late  20s  plus.  No 
smk.  Semi-veg.  100  pis  utils.  282- 
9388. _ (8) 

By  the  Pru,  small  rm  with  frige  & 
hotplate  in  quiet  house.  No  drag,  no 
drugs,  no  smoke,  etc.  $40/wk  pays  all. 
Pis  call  weekend  only  267-7422. _ (8) 

LF  &  son  Ik  for  2  F  for  semi-coop.  2  rms 

1  Ig/str  rm  at  $230,  other  $200  inc  util, 

not  phone.  5  blks  fr  T  &  Ctr.  Quiet,  dshw 
&  washer.  Sec  dep  req.  322-5393.  (8) 

Discreet  prof  GWM  mid  30s  sks  prof 
GM  (age  not  impt)  to  share  furn  6  rm  apt 
w/ocean  view,  own  bdrm,  laundry,  pkng, 
5  min  to  dwnt.  Nr  MBTA.  $250/mo  inc 
util.  No  hvy  drugs.  GCN  Box  586.  (8) 

F  w/dog  sks  F  for  Ig  Davis  Sq  apt  2 
bdrm  Viet  2  firs  fpl,  yd,  w/d,  Ig  ktch, 
pkng,  vry  private  $310  each  inc  all  util 
(617)  666-0902  kp  trying  avail  immed.  (8) 

4  LFs  sk  independent  good  humored  23 

pis  LF  for  semi-coop  Newton  Crnr  hse 
nr  T/pkng.  No  smoke  or  more  pets.  $135 
pis.  Trish  527-0426. _ (8) 

GM  prof  33  sks  respon  GM  to  shr  Ig  5 
rm  apt  in  Belmont,  1  blk  from  T,  10  min 
frm  Harv  Sq.  $250/mo  pis  util.  Ken  (617) 
489-4392. _ (9) 

OH,  ROOMMATE,  ROOMMATE  — 
WHEREFORE  ART  THOU??? 

Need  1  LF  4  winterized  Maine  camp  on 
lake  Sept-spring,  7  mi  fr  Bangor  w/gd 
X-C  ski.  I’m  GWF,  31,  Liberal-Conserv? 
Ind,  semi-prof,  N2  writing,  art,  folk- 
cntry-clascl  music,  photog,  life,  truth, 
beauty,  nature  &  naturl  highs.  Movng  2 
Boston  N  due  time,  but  must  have  rmte 

2  stay  this  season!  Pref  creative  lady 
w/sense  of  humr,  simlr  interests,  non- 
smkr.  I  have  cats.  $125  pis  Vi  util.  Ana 
(207)  825-4474  or  Rt  #1,  Box  611,  Orr- 
ington,  ME  04474.  I’ll  be  in  Boston 
Labor  Day  Wknd.  Glad  to  meet  you  if 

serious.  Let  phone  ring,  kp  tryin g . _ (9) 

Prof  LF  sks  LF  26  pis  for  suppor- 
tive/indep  Newton  hshld.  2  bdrm  apt 
w/own  extra  rm  4  study.  Porch  gar,  frpl. 
$200-250/mo  neg.  No  pets/smoke.  332- 
2682.  (10) 

WORCESTER  AREA 
LF  w/rm  to  rnt  to  LF  30  pis  in  pri  hm 
entry  sttng,  anmls,  yd,  grdn,  10  min  to 
Art  Mu.  Pref  hnst,  quiet,  resp  per.  Clean, 
no  drugs.  Box  186,  Holden,  MA  01520.(9) 

5  End  —  Union  Pk,  Ikng  for  responsible 

GM  to  share  2  br  apt  in  elegant  twnhse, 
gourm  kit,  w/d  in  unit,  hw  firs,  $325  inc 
ht,  423-3663, 8-11  PM, _ (9) 

PEPPERELL  DUNSTABLE  AREA 
Semi-pro  GM  sks  same  —  clean,  quiet, 
GM/F  as  rmte  for  4  rm  duplex;  off  st 
pkng,  laundry,  storage  must  be  reliable 

6  like  animals.  No  ferns  pis.  GCN  Box 

587. _ (9) 

Brighton:  3  LFs  30  pis  sk  1  LF  28  pis  for 
Ig  Viet  hse  nr  T.  W/D,  sundeck.  Must  be 
quiet  indept  non-smkr  no  pets.  195/150 
pis  util  avail  Sept6.  254-5929.  (9) 

2  LF  30s  sk  3rd  friendly  neat,  quiet  2  fl 
apt  in  hse  Oak  Sq  Bri.  Nice  nbhd,  porch 
yd,  nr  river.  No  cigs,  pets.  165/mo  pis. 
Chris  783-0204. _ (9) 

Beacon  Hill:  LF  sks  LF  for  2  bdr.  Pleas¬ 
ant,  modern,  $200/mo  inc  ht.  No  pets, 
avail  9/1.  825-6700  to  8  pm  wkdays, 
leave  mess  for  Maida  Tilchen. _ (5) 


APARTMENTS _ 

SO  END  —  REST  VICT  BOWFRONT 
Lg  2  br  1W  bath,  DR,  gourmet  K,  LR, 
WFP,  HWF.  Owner,  no  fee.  $615.  Joe 
(W)  426-4788,  (H)  353-0892. _ (8) 
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MISSION  HILL 

Nice  6  rm  apt  on  quiet  street.  Owner- 
occ  bldg.  No  pets,  sec  dep  req.  $375 
plus  util.  427-2516. _ (8) 

So  End  —  large  1  bedrm,  eat-in  kitch, 
newly  renovated.  265/mo  pis  utils. 
Owner-occ  bldg.  No  pets.  482-7862 
eves. _ (8) 

COPLEY  BAY  REAL  ESTATE 
Apts:  Jamaica  Plain,  Mission  Hill, 
Boston.  Many  to  choose  from.  Call 
Deborah  or  Lynn  566-5009. _ (8) 

HI  COPLEY  BAY!  I 
Good  luck  from  Guess  Who??????? 


SOUTH  END  WORC  SQUARE 
Near  City  Hosp  2-3  br  mod  apt  brand 
new  w/w  rug.  $550/mo.  Ref  req.  247- 
0570. _ _ (g) 

South  End  near  Arts  Center.  Floor-thru 
studio  w/large  eat-in  kitchen.  Owner 
occupied  building.  $390  including 
utilities.  426-6081.  (8) 

South  End:  One  bedroom,  fir-thru,  no 
pets.  All  utils  paid.  $450/mo  247-0018.(6) 

LF  wntd  for  bsmt  apt  in  pvt  home  on  S. 
Shore.  Non-smkng,  working  person.  4 
rms.  361-6981. _ (6) 

Worcester:  Main  South-Clark  Univ  area. 
Late  Victorian,  6  Irg  rms,  2  frplcs,  pkng. 
$300  your  paint  &  paper.  Jim  754- 
0750.  (8) 

Own-occ  hse  2  br  West  Rox  apt  Ig  mod 
kit,  bth.  Busline,  nat  wood,  All  restored  2 
porches  park  chinacab  515  pis  util  325- 
0096  bef/aft  9  am  pm.  (9) 

MOVERS _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
_ MDPU  Number  23733 

REAL  ESTATE _ 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  REAL  ESTATE 

JP:  Attention  First  Time  Home-Buyers! 
Low  interest  mortgages  available  with 
low  money  down.  Call  for  free  consulta¬ 
tion.  Many  1 , 2  &  3  fams  to  choose  from. 
Call  Sue  524-5464. _ (?) 

COPLEY  BAY  REAL  ESTATE 
JP:  Beautiful  triple  decker,  large  yard, 
75K  . . .  Renov  Viet  single  79.5K,  must 
see.  Call  Deborah  or  Lynn  566-5009.  (8) 
Elegant  10  rm  Victorian.  2  tile  fpls, 
stained  glass,  3  rms  of  natural  oak,  1 V4 
bths,  library.  Very  low  heat.  Featured  on 
Melville-Park  House  Tour.  Designer  kit¬ 
chen.  3  blks  to  Red  Line.  Dorchester 
$88,900(617)825-5435. _ (11) 

From  34,900-Grand  Opening 
Six  condo  units  in  Sea  Capt’s  House 
520  Main  Street,  West  Dennis 
Komenda  Associates  RE  775-1900  (8) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


PART  TIME  TELEPHONE  SALES 
The  Boston  Ballet 

The  Boston  Ballet  invites  you  to  join 
their  telemarketing  staff.  Afternoon 
and  evening  shifts  available.  We  of¬ 
fer  an  hourly  guarantee  plus  com¬ 
missions  and  incentives.  A  clear 
speaking  voice  is  essential  —  sales 
experience  helpful.  Please  call 
542-1323  from  9  AM  to  12  for  an 
interview  appointment  at  our  South 
End  location. 


DIRECT  SERVICES  COORDINATOR 
FOR  WOMEN’S  SHELTER 
To  coordinate  direct  services  to  women 
in  emotional  stress  &  their  children  & 
participate  in  management  &  adminis¬ 
trative  tasks.  3  yrs  experience  required. 
Prefer  exper  In  women’s  organizations. 
$13K  plus.  Send  resume  by  Sept  15  to 
Elizabeth  Stone  House,  PO  Box  15, 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. _ (8) 

SEND  HELP! 

Small  graphics  collective  sks  typeset¬ 
ters.  Compugraphic  experience  pref. 
542-5351 . 9:30-5:30.  SOON ! _ (9) 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
Busy  medical  clinic  near  Pru  Ctr  sks 
top-notch  person  w/excellent  typ¬ 
ing/editing,  organizational,  &  bookkeep¬ 
ing  skills.  Full  time  position  w/ex¬ 
cellent  salary  &  fringe  benefits. 
Resume  to:  Sally  Deane,  FCHC  16 
Haviland  St,  Boston,  MA  02115.  (10) 

WORK  STUDY  STUDENTS 
Gay  oriented  community  health  ctr  sks 
students  w/work  study  grant  for  15-20 
hr/wk  job.  Billing,  bookkeeping  func¬ 
tions.  Available  immediately.  Contact 
Joanne  at  267-7573. _ jil) 

MUSIC  FOR  SOCIAL  CHANGE 
Fred  Small,  nat’l  touring  singer  of  peace, 
profeminist,  left  songs,  sks  booking 
agent/mgr.  Exp  pref  but  not  req.  15/hrs 
wk  min.  11  Kilsyth  Rd,  Medford,  MA 
02155  (617)  395-5967  (8) 

Lkng  for  GM  18-38  to  take  care  of  34  yr 
old  phys  handicapped  GWM,  9  hrs/wk, 
4.25  hr.  Back  Bay  262-6632.  (8) 

RESORTS _ 

VERMONT  GUEST-HOUSE 
Spend  a  week  at  our  1824  village  house 
—  guest  rms  for  lesbians  &  gay  men. 
Lakes,  mt  trails,  Newfane  Flea  Mkt, 
Bromley  Slide.  Bed  &  Ig  bkfst  $20/nite. 
Dave  &  Mike  (802)  348-7840. _ (49) 

GABRIEL’S 

Apartments  &  guest  rooms  for  women. 
Hot  tub,  sun  deck,  coffee,  in  the  center 
of  town.  104  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town.MA  02657.  (617)  487-3232.  (17) 

Clean,  Comfortable,  Inexpensive 
Convenient  To  All,  Friendly 
CARL’S  GUEST  HOUSE 
68  Bradford 

Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1650 
April  thru  November 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  the  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

BOSTON  OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
Totally  renovated,  private  or  share  bath, 
decks,  continental  breakfast.  Center  of 
Boston:  Oasis,  22  Edgerly  Rd.,  Boston, 
MA  021 15  (617)  267-2262. _ (13) 

FOR  SALE _ 

76  VW  Rabbit  2  dr  hatchback  4  speed 
well  maintained  63,000  miles  red  AM- 
FM  stereo  $2400.  491-8965  eves  & 
wkends.  Keep  trying. _ (9) 

INSTRUMENT  SALE! 

1  flute  $150;  1  handmade  violin  $250 
w/case  &  bow;  1  mandolin  $150.  Maxine 
GCN  days  426-4469  (cash  only). _ (c) 

SERVICES 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on 
Beacon  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail. 
Barh  523-3772. _ (C) 


— ■  \ 

complete  printing  service 

serving  the  gay  ft  lesbian 
community 

Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 
Copy  Cellar 

No  job  too  big  or  small 

orders  by  phone  ft  mall 
accepted  locally  ft 
nationally 

(617)  542-8280, 

(617)  825-6700 
55  Broad  St,  Boston  MA  02109 

v _ _ 


Want  a  clean  house  made  easy?  Of 
course  you  do,  so  let  me  do  it  for  you.  A 
neat  home  for  sure!  Professional  clean¬ 
ing  at  a  reasonable  rate.  731-0537  late 
p  m  . 

 (c) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)965-1311  for  appt. 


ARIEL  COUNSELING 
Feminist  therapy  for  self-actualization. 
Reality-cognitive  approach.  Insurance 
accepted.  Back  Bay  location.  Lie  PhD 
psychologist.  739-6381 . _ (12) 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

Individual  and  Couple 
Psychotherapy  and  Referral 
For  Women,  Their  Friends 
And  Families 

(617)  861-8824  Lexington,  MA 


GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Individual  and  Couples  Counseling 
Socialization  Skills 
Insurance  Accepted  Sliding  Fee 
Charles  Hannagan,  MA  262-4194  (9) 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
Individual,  Group  and 
Couples  Counseling 
Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
Call  (617)  739-7803 
For  initial  Appt. 


POLARITY  THERAPY 
To  unblock  energy  &  restore  health.  Also 
energy  balancing,  Bach  and  American 
flower  essence.  Sliding  scale  from  $10. 
Joe  (617)  628-2460.  (9) 

HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 
Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 
Call  James  782-7615 
Mornings,  Evenings.  (10) 

LESBIAN  WORKSHOP 
“Healing  &  nurturing  ourselves  through 
a  relationship  break-up"  Sunday,  Sept 
25,  1-5  pm,  $15  offered  by  Expressions, 
666-5697.  (10) 


Classified  deadline,  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

Business:  $6.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line),  50®  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $4.50  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  25c.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.00  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 

Name  _ : _ City 

Address _ 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS  APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  4  FOUND  MISCELLANEOUS 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines . at  $ _ perwk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines . at  $ _ _per  wk.  $ _ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  * 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


_ State 

_Zip  _ Phone 


Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  tor  headlines  and  additional  lines. 
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Classifieds- 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE 
Blending  of  Swedish,  Esalen,  Shiatsu  & 
Reflexology.  Special  rates  for  dancers 
&  students.  Joe  262-1000  ext  298. 
Hours:  Tues-Sat  12-7. _ (8) 


Therapy  Group  For 
Gay  Men  Who 
Want  to  Get 
Closer  to  People 

Has  Two  Openings 
Call:  Bellville  Assoc. 

at  739-7803 
A  Chance  to  Grow! 


POEMS  TAILOR-MADE 
I  will  write  poems  for  you  to  fit  any 
occasion.  Just  tell  me  what  it  is  you 
want  to  accomplish  and  I'll  write  it  for 
you.  All  original,  just  for  you  or  your 
loved  one,  etc.  For  info  write  N.  Walker, 
GCN  Box  581. 


GCN  SPECIALS 

WE'RE  AT  IT  AGAIN! 

Yes,  we’re  asking  you  for  still  more 
help.  This  time  it’s  to  help  us  move  into 
our  new,  permanent  office.  It’s  really  a 
great  location,  but  we  have  to  fix  it  up 
and  make  it  look  more  like  home.  We 
need  paint,  brushes,  etc  and/or  the 
ability  to  use  them  plus  carpenty  and  so 
forth  during  the  last  two  weeks  in  Sept 
and  possibly  all  of  Oct  (it  depends  on 
how  fast  we  get  things  done).  Also  we 
need  strong  backs  and  healthy  vehicles 
to  do  the  actual  moving.  As  usual,  Mike 
Riegle  is  coordinating  this  massive  ef¬ 
fort,  and  he  would  like  anyone  wishing 
to  get  involved  In  the  undertaking  to 
give  him  a  call  at  426-4469.  We  all  thank 
you  very  much. _ 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  GCN  box 
number  In  any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN 
Box  971,  Boston,  MA  02103.  Attn: 

Classifieds  Box _ .  That 

will  reach  us  faster  than  any  other  ad¬ 
dress.  Thank  vou. 

THANKS  TO  ALL  WHO  ARE  HELPING 
Putting  an  office  together  from  scratch 
(and  soot  and  charred  remains)  is  a  tre¬ 
mendous  undertaking.  It  would  be  im¬ 
possible  without  all  those  donations  of 
cash,  material,  and  effort  that  you  folks 
have  been  giving  us.  We  appreciate  it, 
really  and  truly. 

EX-GAYS 

&  former  lesbians  wanted:  people  who 
have  changed  (or  who  have  tried  to 
change)  their  orientation  from  homo-  to 
heterosexuality.  Your  experiences  are 
needed  for  a  GCN  article  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  Please  send  first  name  and  way  to 
contact  to  GCN  Box  655.  All  replies  will 
be  held  in  strictest  confidence. 


DEAR  KIND  READERS 
We  still  need:  a  paper  cutter,  tape 
dispensers,  4-drawer  file  cabinets  (used, 
of  course,  we  ain’t  fussy),  file  boxes 
(12"x12"x5"),  and  staplers  Please  call 
Mike  or  Cindy  at  426-4469  before  you 
bring  or  send  anything.  Thank  You  very 
much. 

ORGANIZE  US! 

Losing  our  old  office  unsettled  a  lot  of 
us,  and  now  we  suddenly  understand 
the  value  of  things  like  desk  organizers 
(those  darling  little  things  that  keep 
your  pens,  pencils,  paper  clips,  etc 
from  going  astray)  and  stacking  trays 
for  letters  (fan  mail,  hate  mail,  out¬ 
going  male,  in-coming  male,  oops,  well, 
excuse  me  . . .  )  If  anybody  wants  to 
bestow  such  gifts  upon  us,  please  call 
Michael  at  426-4469  and  he’ll  tell  you 
how  . . .  Thanks. 


If  you  have  been  thinking  of  throwing 
out  your  back  issues  —  PLEASE 
DON’T.  We  will  be  assembling  at  least  a 
few  complete  sets  of  volumes  1-9.  If 
you  wish  to  give  us  some  of  your 
papers,  please  contact  Archive 
Committee,  GCN,  PO  Box  971,  Boston, 
MA  02103.  Let  us  know  what  volume 
and  issues  you  have  and  give  us  your 
address  and  phone  number  so  we  can 
get  back  in  touch  with  you  about  what 
we  need.  We'll  be  starting  to  collect  the 
papers  in  October  after  we  are  In  a 
permanent  office.  Thank  you  very 
much. 

69  cents  can  buy  a  lot  of  information 
and  enjoyment.  That's  what  it  costs  to 
send  1  lb.  of  bks  to  a  lesbian  or  gay 
friend  in  prison.  Lots  of  people  have 
given  us  bks,  now  we  need  some  money 
for  postage.  Think  about  it,  you  spend 
as  much  to  buy  a  cup  of  coffee.  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Prisoners  Project,  c/o  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  or 
426-4469.  


ORGANIZATIONS 

Gay  Christian  Sciehtists/Bostonl  Sun 
Sfept  19,  7:00,  26Weilington  St,  Apt  4. 
266-0388.  GCN  Box  255.  


Men  Who  Care— For  Each  Other 
Write  for  free  Brochure 
The  Loving  Brotherhood 
Box  556B,  Sussex,  NJ  07461 .  (11) 

GAY/LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  calendar, 
call  628-3986  or  524-1617  or  write  PO 
Box  11,  CambMA  02138. _ (36) 


NH  LAMBDA 

A  LESBIAN  Organization.  Box  1043, 
Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord:  224-3875, 
746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth:  431-1541. 
CRISIS  LINE:  483-2592,  Sun,  Mon,  Wed 
6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organization 
meeting  the  third  Saturday  of  every 
month.  Support,  education  and  political 
action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

WOMEN  PRINTERS 
Typesetters,  press  operators,  strippers, 
bindery-workers,  are  invited  to  join  us  in 
regular  pot-luck  meetings.  Compare 
notes  about  your  job  —  hear  informal 
talks  on  occupational  safety,  union 
organizing,  etc.  —  help  work  on  a  news¬ 
letter  and  other  projects.  For  meeting 
times  and  locations  call  266-6644. 
Socialist-Feminism  Discussion  Bulle¬ 
tin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the  women’s 
mvt,  reproductive  rgts,  lesbian/gay  lib¬ 
eration,  community  org,  wking  women, 
soc-fem  theory.  Available  from:  Solidar¬ 
ity,  a  Socialist  Feminist  Network,  4360 
23rd  St,  SF,  CA  94114.  $3.95  (inc. 

postage). _ (c) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Camb.  Old  Bap.  Raps  every 
Tues  &  Thurs  8pm,  35  pis  rap  2nd  Weds 
&  last  Fri,  8pm,  Parents  &  Co-parents 
rap  3rd  Mon,  8pm.  Softball  every  Sun 
3pm  Apr-Sept,  weather  permitting,  Mag¬ 
azine  Field.  Bimonthly  magazine 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fundraising' 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymede 
Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. _ 

IDENTITY  HOUSE 

Lesbian,  gay,  bi,  peer  counseling  and 
groups.  Rap  groups:  2:30-5  pm  Sat.  for 
women,  and  Sun.  for  men.  Free  walk-in 
counseling.  Sun.-Tues.  6-10pm.  Dona¬ 
tions  accepted.  544  Ave.  of  Americas, 
NYC.  (212)  243-8181. _ 

DO- YOU  SECRETLY luST 
After  wimmin  in  black  habits?  Do  you 
picture  your  soul  liberally  sprinkled 
with  black  specks  reminding  you  of 
your  venial  sins?  Do  you  feel  guilty 
whenever  you’re  enjoying  yrsf?  Con¬ 
fess!  Join  ex-Catholic  dykes  group.  Call 
Jil  426-4469. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011, 


New  women's  media  gp  committed  to 
lesb.  education  outreach  thru  media 
sks  mems.  Need  assistance  w/market- 
ing,  graphic  design,  fundraising,  media 
work.  Letter  of  interest  &/or  resume  to 
Women’s  Educational  Media,  Inc.,  36 
Colwell  Ave.,  Brighton,  MA  02135. 
367-2086.  (8) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St„  Boston,  MA02114  (c) 

MANGO:  Support  group  for  mono¬ 
gamous  gay  men  &  lesbians.  9-10  pm  at 
74  Joy  St.  July  26  &  Aug  9,  first 
meetings.  Couples  also  welcome, 
admission  free.  Go,  Box  472,  1104 
Comm  Ave,  Bos  02215. _ (4) 

PUBLICATIONS 

TV-TS  TAPESTRY 

Tasteful  informative  mag  for  people 
interested  in  x-dressing  &  gender 
expression.  Pers  Istngs.  Summer  issue 
now  avail.  Send  $6  to:  Tiffany  Club  Box 
19  Wayland,  MA  01778.  (9) 

Free  lesbian  catalogue  of  books,  send 
two  15c  stamps.  Womankind  Books, 
Dept  GCN,  1899  New  York  Ave.,  Hunt¬ 
ington  Station,  NY  11746  (516)427-1289. 

(12) 

Subscribe  to  BIG  MAMA  RAG,  a  month¬ 
ly  feminist  newsjournal.  $6  per  year, 
$10  outside  the  U.S.  FREE  to  prisoners. 
Contact  BMR,  1724  Gaylord,  Denver, 
CO  80206.  _ _ 

THE  BOSTON  GAY  REVIEW 
A  quarterly  of  criticism  devoted  to  the 
Arts  and  our  developing  lesbian  and 
gay  male  lifestyles  in  general,  with  a 
particular  interest  in  small  press  pub¬ 
lication,  welcomes  review  copies, 
authors'  queries,  and  subscriptions: 
$5.00  for  6  issues,  Box  277,  Astor  Sta- 
tion,  Boston,  MA  02123. _ (c) 


GRAB  ITT 

Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we  re  “invaluable. ’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don't  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America's  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pm  at  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Av,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35  +  40®  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. _ 


HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
“Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how;you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicals.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  —  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (ex) 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women's 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  calendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

New  Spring  lesbian/feminist  annotated 
booklist  for  $1.00.  Womansplace  Book¬ 
store,  (GCN)  2401  N.  32nd  St.,  Phoenix, 
AZ  85008. _ (41-IQx) 


iuniiiiiiiHiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHiiiiininnuHi 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an 
Anarchist). 
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I'm  a  gay  woman,  and  I’m  in  prison  and 
thought  I  would  ask  if  you  knew  some¬ 
one  with  whom  I  could  share  some 
ideas  and  thoughts.  I  don’t  have  very 
much  education  but  I  guess  I  like  to 
talk.  OK  that's  all  I  have  to  ask  you.  Bye! 
Lorry  DIAMOND,  Box  97,  McAlester,  OK 
74501. 


I  would  really  like  to  receive  your 
publication  and  to  correspond  with 
other  gay  womyn  as  it  is  hard  to  keep 
track  of  the  ever  changing  world  when 
the  one  I  am  in  stands  still.  Thanks  foi 
your  time.  Susan  CUTLER,  ACTC/P/WD 
1723  N.  179th  Ave.,  Buckeye  AZ  85326. 


I’m  writing  to  see  if  you  can  help  me 
meet  some  lesbian  ladies.  I’m  in  prison 
and  I'd  like  to  correspond  with  some 
women.  I  enjoy  music,  swimming  and 
some  sports.  I’m  a  feminine  woman. 
Sincerely,  Ann  LANG,  14528,  California 
Institute  for  Women,  Latham  B  ff306, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 


Please  send  me  anything  you  might 
have  on  true  lesbians.  I'm  one  myself 
and  would  like  very  much  to  find  one  to 
write  to.  I'm  doing  a  big  sentence  and 
would  appreciate  it  very  much.  Irene 
Jimenez,  00823-173,  Box  A,  Alderson 
/VV  24910. 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS!  (AND 
OTHERS)  HOT  ROCKET  MAGAZINE  IS 
TRYING  TO  GET  OFF  THE  GROUND 
AND  NEEDS  YOUR  ART  WORK, 
STORIES,  LAMENTATIONS  ETC.  ETC. 
ALSO.  PENPAL  ADS  FOR  GAY 
PRISONERS  AND  TSa  (THEY  DO  LOVE 
DRAG  QUEENS!!!)  BUT  BE  PATIENT 
BECAUSE  WHEN  IT  STARTS 
CUMMING,  ITLL  ONLY  BE  EVERY  SIX 
MONTHS.  THE  ADDRESS  IS:  HOT 
ROCKET  MAGAZINE.  STATION  A,  BOX 
02113,  CLEVE  OH  44102. 

OJ UJULSUUUUJIJLJiS  SJLSJUUULS 
MORE  ATTENTION,  PRISONERS  (AND 
THEIR  PENPALS)  !  “COMING  OUT  IS 
THE  NAME  OF  A  NEW  ORGANIZATION 
TO  HELP  PRISONERS  MAKE  THE 
CHANGE  FROM  BEING  IN  PRISON  TO 
BEING  OUT.  THEY  HAVE  A  JOB 
COUNSELING  SERVICE.  A  PENPAL 
SECTION 

AND  A  LOT  OF  OTHER  USEFUL 
INFORMATION  INSPIRATION.  WRITE 
THEM  (OR  TELL  YOUR  PENPAL  TO 
WRITE  THEM)  AT:  COMING  OUT.1712 
OCEAN  AVE.  SUITE  7L.  SAN 
FRANCISCO  CA  94112. 


I've  been  sharing  the  paper  with  about  9 
other  gays  in  the  compound  here  It 
really  is  nice  to  hear  what's  happening 
out  there.  I  will  be  grateful  if  you  could 
continue  sending  it  and  if  you  would  put 
me  in  your  prison  penpals  section  I'm 
here  for  five  years  for  writing  a  $30  bad 
check  The  |udge  was  prejudice  because 
he  knew  I  was  gay.  I  include  a  few 
newspaper  clippings  about  my  case  so 
you  can  see  how  homosexuals  are 
looked  down  on  in  Florida  by  the  judicial 
system  Keep  up  ypur  great  work  with  the 
paper  Us  guys  and  girls'  are  proud  of 
you  Norman  L  RICE.  *481918  E-6.  RJCI 
Box  37.  Chattahoochee  FL  32324 


;  I  was  told  that  gay  prisoners  could  get 
free  sample  copies  of  GCN  and  Fag  Rag 
|  Is  that  true?  If  so.  I'm  gay  and  in  prison 
and  would  love  to  get  some  decent 
reading  material  Also  do  you  know  of 
anyone  who  would  like  to  write  to  a 
lonely  gay  prisoner"*  Thanks  Joseph 
SIMS.  A -96048,  Box  711,  Menard  IL 
62259 
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i've  made  a  number  of  attempts  to 
establish  some  contact  with  people 
beyond  these  walls  but  have  had  very 
little  success  But  I  keep  trying  because 1 
people  need  people  and  I  cherish  those 
friends  I  have  made.  Jessie  Flay 
RUTLEDGE.  046544,  Box  747,  Starke  FL 
32091 


Young  transexual  seeks  love  and 
marriage  with  a  loving  man  of  any  race. 
Thanks  Kenneth  McCarter.  Box  7000, 
Carson  City  NV  89702. 

I  would  like  to  correspond  with  anyone 
who  is  sincere  and  would  like  to  build  a 
lasting  friendship  Please  write1  Morris 
GYLES.  89329.  Camp  J  Gator  2-L-6. 
Angola  LA  70712. 


As  you  may  know  people  in  prison  are 
humiliated  and  persecuted  for  our  past 
way  of  life  Therefore  I  have  ceased 
almost  all  contact  with  family'  members 
because  of  degrading  remarks  I  hope 
you  can  help  me  obtain  contact  with 
REAL  people  that  understand  what  I  am 
going  through  Not  for  sympathy,  but  for 
close  friendship  Steve  PANASEK.  136- 
258.  Box  45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699 


I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  help  me  with 
this  plea  for  a  friend.  This  small  town 
Ohio  prison  life  is  very  lonely  (you  can 
imagine)  Someone  once  said  you  get 
out  of  a  relationship  only  what  you  are 
willing  to  put  into  it  Realizing  this.  I  take 
the  risk  of  being  judged  not  only  by  you 
but  by  anyone  who  might  read  this  and 
decide  whether  or  not  to  be  a  friend 
Gratefully  yours.  Bill  MILLER.  154-781. 
Box  45699.  Lucasville  OH  45699 


I  read  one  of  the  GCN  papers  and 
enjoyed  very  much  what  I  read  and 
would  like  to  receive  it  I  am  gay  and  have 
been  very  proud  of  it  I  enjoyed  the  article 
on  Jewish  boys  very  much  and  would 
like  to  hear  especially  from  younger 
readers  and  from  anyone  else  I  am 
enclosing  a  poem  that  I  wrote  Bernte 
Van  Wagner  II.  06416-074.  B-551.  Box 
1000.  Leavenworth  KS  66048 


I  enjoy  meeting  people  from  all  races  and 
would  appreciate  more  than  I  can  say 
any  contact  with  someone  out  there  as  I 
am  seriously  lonely  My  hobbies  are 
reading  and  writing  and  various  music  I 
have  a  very  strong  love  for  children  and 
would  love  to  receive  your  paper  if  that's 
possible  Thank  you  very  much  Kenneth 
Owen  LYNCH.  ?????-012.  (*  NOT 

READABLE  ON  ENVELOPE).  Unit  C. 
P  O  Box  W.  Lompoc  CA  93438 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


NOTE  TO  PEOPLE  WHO  WRITE  PRIS¬ 
ONERS:  If  you  get  no  response  (rare) 
from  writing  one  of  the  prisoners,  it 
may  be  because  he/she  has  been  mov¬ 
ed  to  another  prison  (and  they  don't 
usually  forward  mail!).  One  of  prisons’ 
main  ways  to  destroy  attempts  by 
prisoners  to  defend  themselves  with 
lawsuits  and  to  form  "unions”  and 
social  support  networks  generally  is  to 
keep  moving  the  "troublemakers"  (the 
type  that  read  GCN,  for  example)  from 
one  prison  to  another.  It  is  also  a  form 
of  punishment  for  activism  to  move 
them  away  from  where  their  families 
and  frjends  live.  


Just  for  our  info,  people  who  feel 
they’ve  been  ripped  off  by  a  particular 
prisoner  should  send  their  ‘stories’  to 
GCN  Prisoner  Project,  22  Bromfield  St., 
Boston,  MA  02108.  Please  don’t  expect 
replies  or  solutions.  We’re  just  looking 
for  patterns  that  will  help  keep  the  pen¬ 
pal  space  active  and  a  good  place  to 
meet  some  amazing  people.  Thanks. 


I'm  a  Gemini,  a  lover  ot  the  world  and  a 
friend  to  all  I  enjoy  most  sports  and 
reading  and  I  need  to  reach  out  to 
someone  in  hop>es  that  someone  will 
truly  understand  me  (It  may  be  you  that 
need  me  just  as  much  as  I  need  you  ) 
Craven  C  SMITH.  150-741.  Box  57. 
Marion  OH  4330? 


The  lonely  days  and  nights  are  extremely 
harsh  here  Kile  others  I  have  a  great 
rneed  for  the  comfort  of  conversation 
with  a  caring  friend  or  loved  one  So  I  am 
hoping  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  print  this 
'small  ad  so  perhaps  one  of  your  many 
readers  will  take  time  out  to  drop  me  a 
few  lines  to  help  take  away  this 
loneliness  Harlod  GRIFFIN  Jr..  160-997. 
Box  69.  London  OH  43140 


I'd  be  delighted  to  correspond  with 
anyone,  especially  someone  humorous 
I  love  company  of  all  kinds,  enjoy  the 
outdoors  and  like  to  beleive  I'm  cute 
Wayne  STEVENS.  Box  14.  Boise  ID 
83707 


I  don't  have  any  family  or  anyone  tol 
share  the  secrets  of  my  life  with  I  could 
use  your  friendship  and  love,  so  pick  up 
your  jjencils  and  write  me  Edward 
CARPENTER.  Unit  27  *42271,  Parchman 
MS  38738 

I  was  told  by  The  Loving  Brotherhood 
that  would  put  a  free  ad  in  your  paper  to 
help  get  someone  to  write  to  I  hope  so 
Please  let  me  know  what  information  you 
need  Thanks  Curtis  L  SARGENT.  C- 
04744.  #A-218.  Soledad  CA  93960 

Bisexual  Libra,  intelligent  and 
compassionate,  who  treats  friends  with 
the  most  respect  possible,  lonely  and  will 
reply  to  all  Gregory  JONES.  167-526. 
Box  511.  Columbus  OH  43216 

I'm  known  as  Cookie  and  am  presently  in 
Riverside  Correctional  Facility 
(otherwise  known  as  prison),  and  I  hope 
that  doesn't  get  in  the  way  of  making 
some  friend  Anyway  I  thought  it  couldn't 
hurl  to  ask  Being  gay  in  a  straight  prison 
is  like  being  alone  in  an  airtight  tomb  I 
have  plenty  ot  time  to  correspond  with 
someone  who  cares  to  write 
Respectfully.  Lawrence  JONES.  154330. 
777  W  Riverside  Dr  .  Ionia  Ml  48846 

In  prison  for  use  of  the  wonder  weed 
Please  write  me!  David  BOLING.  275276, 
Box  16  B-line.  Lovelady  TX  75851 

I  would  like  to  find  someone  to 
correspond  with  for  inspiration  and 
guidance  My  family  disowns  me.  and  in 
here  it  is  hard  to  find  someone  like  that  to 
talk  with  I  love  theater  and  books  and 
Barbara  Streisand  and  Frank  Sinatra 
Keep  up  the  good  work  William 
DeForest.  833213.  A-2-T,  Box  518. 
Zephyrhills  FL  33599 

Saggittarius  looking  for  someone  to 
correspond  with  I  love  the  outdoor  and 
al  sports  Like  to  write  and  am  open- 
minded  (Sorry  to  hear  about  the  fire 
Hope  things  come  back  stronger  than 
ever  before1)  Merrill  SHIPES.  150638. 
Box  147.  Lowell  FL  32663 

I'm  writing  in  hopes  I'll  be  able  to  get  you 
Gay  Community  Newspaper  and  if  you 
have  a  penpal  list  I'd  also  like  to  be  on 
that  Thanks  very  much  Michael  DAVID. 
C- 12623,  PHU-l-106.  CTF  Central,  Box 
686.  Soledad  CA  93960 
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Calendar 


weekly  events 


Sunday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  3:30-5pm  at  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  BowdoirvSt  -(Beacon  Hill).  Info: 
497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to: 
GCN ,  Box  10GY. 

Boston,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
of  Boston  meets  at  2pm  the  second  Sunday  of 
the  month  at  57  E.  Springfield  St.  (So.  End). 
Info:  Richard  247-3043  or  Tom  536-3392 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave  Sun  eves  7:30  pm 
DOB  office. 

Framingham,  MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
Meets  Suns.  Info:  (617)  376-4323. 

Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking.  Women's 
programming  music,  ideas  and  announce¬ 
ments.  Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events 
and  comments.  (WMBR,  88.1FM)  1-4pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Second  Sundays.  2pm.  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  fun  get- 
togethers  for  lesbians.  First  Suns.  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm).  Info  Keene  Klon 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  gay  Youth, 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  rap  session 
and  social  time  Carpools  &  counseling 
available  Info.  Scott  or  Joe  224-6931 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7  30pm.  Info:  Carlton  486-8177  All 
are  invited 

Orono,  ME  —  Wilde-Stein  Club.  Social/sup- 
port  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Informal, 
friendly  and  open  meetings  Peabody  Lounge, 
3rd  fl,  Memorial  Union,  UMO  7pm. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays.  Info:  Box  1614.  Orleans.  MA  02653 

Northern  VVNHLeague  of  Gays  (LOGS)  meets 
third  Sun.  Info:  (802)  626  3618  or  write:  Box 
703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 


Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun.  of  the  month  for 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal.  Info:  Box  42. 
Barre.  05641 


monday 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm 
Info  Tony  888-7933.  or  write  Nashua  Area 
Gays.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061. 


tuesday 

Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian  . 
and  Gay  Men's  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant.  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  (Harv  Sq./ 
8pm  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitsfield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info:  (413) 
442  7772. 

Hartford,  C T  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Porce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691.. 

Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men’s  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meets  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee 
and  discussion.  Info:  Joe  (603)  224-6931. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meets  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  Info:  Gay  Fathers,  c/o  GCN  Box 
6.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108.  or  call 
Exodus  Ctr  266-0612. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons  meet¬ 
ing  6-7pm;  general  meeting  and  group  discus¬ 
sion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under.  Evangel¬ 
ist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon  Hill)  Info: 
497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on  the 
second  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  of  each  month. 
7pm.  Business  meetings  on  first  Sats.  5pm. 
Info.  (603)  889-1416. 

Bridgewater,  MA  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds  Info:  586-1503. 
Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr., 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  (203)  232-9737 
or  742-8203. 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed  6:45-9pm.  Community 
Music  Ceter,  48  Warren  Ave  (So.  End).  Info: 
625-3247. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  •  coming  out 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm.  Info: 

354-8807 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wetf  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group  8-iOpm  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 


friday 

BOSTON,  MA  —QAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SENOING  OUT  THE 
PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES.  COME  BY  FOR  A 
FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW  (TEMPORARY) 
SPACE  AT  140  Boylston  St.  (ON  THE  COM¬ 
MON)  7TH  FLOOR.  COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW 
HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  0  AND  LEND  A 
HAND.  REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES. 
EVERY  BODY  WELL  COMEI  Info:  426-4469. 
Thanks! 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting  7.30-9;30pm.  New 
members  welcome  Help  make  the  media 


Augusta,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  AA  (Alcoholics 
Anonymous)  meeting.  All  Souls  Unitarian 
Church,  11  King  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 


Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Weekly  meetings  of 
Lesbians  United.  Info:  Women's  Services  cen¬ 
ter,  499-2425 


Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm,  Info:  272-9247 
Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians  8pm.  lnlo;Debbie 
532  5878  or  Julie  532-4959 


Concord,  NH  —  Concord's  Men's  Group 
meets  Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  dis¬ 
cussion.  67  Thorndike  St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 


Providence,  Rl  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  ol  age  Info  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Helo  Line  751-3322  leves). 


thursday 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  424-1993. 
Somerville,  MA  —  TV/TS  Peer  Support  Group. 
Gender  Clinic.  Info:  Martha  666-8280. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  now  forming.  First  and 
Third  Thursdays.  Info:  (413)  566-5979. 
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Boston,  MA  —  Watchline,  an  action  organiza¬ 
tion  for  gays  and  lesbians  monitoring  anti¬ 
gay/lesbian  violence.  Report  incidents  to 
Watchline  (Mon.-Fri.,  7-lOpm):  (617)  262-5250 


Worcester,  MA  —  "Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW.  91.3FM 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Mass.  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays 
at  7:30pm.  755  Boylston  St.  Rm  215.  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  471-8404 
New  London,  CT  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
community  at  Connecticut  College  weekly 
meetinq.  Discussion,  planning  and  outreach 
9pm.  Fanning  Hall  Rm  412.  INfo:  442-7458 


Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners  Boston  gay  and 
lesbian  running  group  Info  825  0181 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  and  general  info  # s 
for  outdoors  events:  general  #  s  John 
275-1336  and  864-0823;  volleyball  Dee 
266-2147;  basketball  236-1914. 
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coming  events 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston’s  Gsy  and  Lesbian 
Hotline  Is  currently  recruiting  new  vo  unteers 
tor  a  late  tall  training  session.  Call  Ken  If 
you're  Interested  In  helping  to  expand  the 
services  of  the  Hotline.  542-5188  (between 
Bam  and  5pm,  MonJhru^Frl)^ 


aug  29  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Second  Annual  Spaghetti 
Supper,  sponsored  by  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus 
of  the  All  People's  Congress.  7:30pm.  Arling¬ 
ton  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  (Parish  Hall) 
$3  donation.  Raffle  and  auction.  Info: 
424-1176. 

sept  1  wed 

Boston,  MA  —  Hepatitis  B  screening  and 
vaccination  program  begins  at  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Info:  267-7573 
(Information  packet  available), 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  for  youth  22  and 
under.  General  meeting  and  discussion  at 
7pm.  New  person's  meeting  at  6:30pm.  See 
Sunday  Weekly  Events  (above)  for  location  or 
call  497-8282. 

2  thurs 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  BEGINS  A  TWO  WEEK 
VACATION  THIS  WEEK  SO  YOU'LL  HAVE  TO 
WAIT  TIL  SFPT  16  TO  SATISFY  YOUR 


PROOFREADING  HABIT.  CALL  426-4469  FOR 
DETAILS  THEN. 


3  fri 


5  sun 


8  wed 


9  thurs 


10  fri 


15  wed 


BOSTON,  MA  —  VACATION!!!  THIS  WEEK 
ANO  NEXT!  SEE  YOU  SEPT.  17. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Craftswomen  interested  in 
joining  the  crafts  market  in  New  Words 
basement  this  year,  please  come  to  the 
meeting  at  New  Words,  7pm.  186  Hampshire 
St. 


16  thurs 


Boston,  MA  —  Metro  (15  Landsdowne  St.  near 
Fenway  Park)  is  sponsoring  a  fundraiser  to 
raise  money  for  patients  who  can't  afford  the 
full  cost  ($238)  of  the  Hepatitis  B  screening 
and  vaccination  program  of  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  Info:  267-7573. 
Benefit  dance  is  from  9pm-2am. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Karen  Lindsey,  poet,  and 
Meredith  Steinbach,  fiction  writer,  will  read 
from  their  work.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186 
Hampshire  St.  7pm.  Donation  $1.  Info: 
876-5310. 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER 
PROOFREADING.  WE'RE  BACK.  CALL 
426-4469  FOR  INFO  ON  THIS  WEEK'S 
SCHEDULE. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Working  Class  Women 
Slide  Show  by  Cathy  Baker.  All  are  welcome. 
7:30pm.  New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire.  $3  donation. 


17  fri 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  ON  VACATION.  BACK 
NEXT  WEEK.  TAKE  CARE 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  volunteer  sending  out  the 
paper.  We're  back!  Come  back  and  help  send 
this  rag  out  to  all  those  thirsty  queers  out 
there.  Come  anytime  after  6pm  to  140 
Boylston  St.  (7th  floor)  and  stay  as  long  or  as 
short  as  you  like.  Refreshments  and 
company. 


good 


19  sun 


BOSTON,  MA  —  GCN  STILL  ON  VACATION 
(BACK  NEXT  WEEK).  SEE  YOU  THEN. 
Freedom,  ME  —Women's  Healing  Ritual 
Gathering.  Sharing  ourselves  and  our  earth. 
Sept.  10,  11  and  12  in  Freedom,  Maine.  In 
affiliation  with  Women  Outdoors  Inc.  $30 
Write  Ritual  Gathering.  Box  476,  Lincoln,  MA 
01773  as  soon  as  possible. 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Christian  Scientists.  7pm. 
26  Wellington  #4.  Info:  266-0388,  or  write  GCN 
c/o  box  255,  140  Boylston  St.  (7th  floor), 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


20  mon 


Boston,  MA  —  Open  meeting  Boston  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Political  Alliance.  UMass,  Park  Sq, 
Rm  222,  7:30.  Info:  247-3910  (eves). 


^T’sonet  ^ 
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The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue 
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